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O P I N I O N

Appellant, Claude Hugh Lloyd, the Second, appeals from his pleas of guilty to

misdemeanor charges of criminal mischief and terroristic threats.  It is his contention that

the State of Texas is without jurisdiction over him as he is a citizen of the foreign state

religious assembly known as Yahweh Kingdom People, and that he is not a “person” but

rather a “slave of Yahweh,” obligating the State of Texas to obtain permission from Yawheh

to prosecute the charges.  We find that despite these claims, appellant is a “person” as

defined under the Texas Penal Code, and that Texas is not deprived of jurisdiction over him



1  Romans 13:1 (providing “Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers.  For there is no power
but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God.”)
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to prosecute its claims.

We decline to review whether appellant presented proper evidence of his voluntary

expatriation, as regardless of his status as a citizen of Texas or of the alleged “Yahweh

Kingdom People,” Texas has jurisdiction over him regarding his alleged criminal acts.

Under TEX. PEN. CODE ANN. § 1.04(a), Texas has jurisdiction over an offense that a person

commits by his own conduct if the conduct occurs inside the state.  Under TEX. PEN. CODE

ANN. § 1.07(a)(38), a “person” is defined as “an individual, corporation or association.”

Appellant presents no legal support for his contention that he is not a “person” under Texas

law.  Appellant’s professed expatriation from the United States, his membership in the

Yahweh Kingdom People, and his allegation of being a slave of Yahweh do not divest this

State of jurisdiction over his criminal offenses1.

Appellant’s issues on appeal are overruled, and the judgments are affirmed.

/s/ Scott Brister
Chief Justice
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