IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS

Misc. Docket No. 07- 9 O 8 7

ORDER APPROVING AMENDMENTS TO
RULES GOVERNING GUARDIANSHIP CERTIFICATION

ORDERED that:

Pursuant to Texas Government Code sections 111.002 and 111.042(c), the Court approves
the following amendments to Rules VI and VII of the Rules Governing Guardianship Certification,
originally promulgated in Miscellaneous Docket No. 06-9165 (Dec. 12, 2006).

Fh
day of May, 2007.
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VL.  REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTIFICATION

To qualify for certification, the applicant must pay all required fees, comply with the

application procedures herein, and must:

(a) Be at least twenty-one (21) years of age;

(b) Be a high school graduate or possess the GED equivalent;

(¢) Have two years of relevant work experience related to guardianship or the following
educational or training requirements:

1) -a minimum of a bachelors degree conferred by a college or university accredited
by an organization recognized by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board
in a field related to guardianship, including but not limited to medical, mental
health and mental retardation, law, business, accounting, social work, sociology,
psychology, human services, protective services, and criminal justice fields, or

2) completion of a course curriculum or training specifically related to guardianship
approved by the Board;

(d) Meet one of the following criteria:

1) "have successfully completed an examination approved by the Board covering
Texas law and procedure related to guardianship, and any other examination
required and approved by the Board testing knowledge of guardianship issues, or

2) be currently certified by and in good standing with the National Guardianship
Foundation and have successfully completed an exam approved by the Board
covering Texas law and procedure related to guardianship issues;

(e) Attest under penalty of perjury as to whether he or she has ever been adjudged guilty
of or entered a plea of no contest in return for a grant of deferred adjudication to a
felony, crime of moral turpitude, or any offense listed in sections 22.01 (assault),
22.011 (sexual assault), 22.02 (aggravated assault), 22.021 (aggravated sexual
assault), 22.04 (injury to a child, elderly individual, or disabled individual), 22.041
(abandoning or endangering a child), 22.07 (deadly conduct), 22.08 (terroristic threat),
and 32.45 (misapplication of fiduciary property) of the Texas Penal Code; and

(f) Attest under penalty of perjury as to whether he or she:

1) has ever been relieved of responsibilities as a guardian by a court, employer, or
-client for actions involving fraud, moral turpitude, misrepresentation, material
omission, misappropriation, theft, or conversion; or

2) has ever been found civilly liable in an action, or settled a claim, involving
allegations of fraud, misrepresentation, material omission, misappropriation,
moral turpitude, theft, or conversion on the applicant’s part.

L_;._:C)kPrm'idc the Board with his or her Texas and national criminal history records by
having his or her fingerprints submitted to the Texas Department of Public Safety
(DPS). to be used by DPS for a Texas criminal history search and forwarded to the
Federal Bureau of Investigation for a national criminal history search. The criminal
history records resulting from both the Texas and national criminal history searches
will then be forwarded to the Board. The Texas and national criminal history
searches must be conducted no earlier than 90 days preceding the date the application
is submitted.
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(gh)  If the applicant has ever been adjudged guilty of or pleaded no contest to any
crime described in Section VI(e) above, or been relieved of guardian responsibilities,
been found civilly liable, or settled a claim as described under Section VI(f)(1) or (2)
above, the applicant must describe with particularity the circumstances and provide
any related documentation requested by the Board.

REQUIREMENTS FOR RE-CERTIFICATION

To be eligible for re-certification, the certified guardian must pay all required fees, apply

within the required time, and meet the following requirements:

(a) Reatfirmation: The certified guardian must reattest-to-the-matters-setout-incomply
Wlth subsections (e); {f); and (fg) of Section VI (relating to Requirements for
Certlflcatlon) of these rules.

(b) Continuing Education. During each two year certification period, the certified
guardian must complete at least six hours per year of continuing education and
guardianship training by completing a course that has been approved by the Board
under Section XIII (relating to Approval of Continuing Education). The six hours
shall include a minimum of one hour of ethics. The above two-year continuing
education requirement must also include a minimum of one hour of legislative update.
1) Continuing education must be earned to satisfy the requirements prior to the

expiration of the certificate. The certified guardian must list on the application for
re-certification the dates, locations, sponsors, number of regular credits and
number of ethics credits earned for sufficient continuing education courses to
satisfy this requirement. Nothing herein shall be deemed to waive late fees under
Section V.

2) A certified guardian may carry forward for the following year’s requirement up to
‘two hours of continuing education earned in excess of the minimum six hours, but
ethics hours may not be carried forward.

3) The certified guardian must obtain documentation of attendance or completion of
a continuing education activity from the sponsoring entity and submit the
documentation to the Board along with the certified guardian’s application for re-
certification.

4) A certified guardian may also earn continuing education credit by speaking at a
seminar, teaching a course or authoring a book or article and obtaining approval
for this activity under Section XIII (relating to Approval of Continuing
Education).
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