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2008 Poverty Income Guidelines 

Persons 

in Family or Household 100% 125% 200% 

1 $10,400 $13,000 $20,800 

2 14,000 17,500 28,000 

3 17,600 22,000 35,200 

4 21,200 26,500 42,400 

5 24,800 31,000 49,600 

6 28,400 35,500 56,800 

7 32,000 40,000 64,000 

8 35,600 44,500 71,200 

For each additional 
person, add 

3,600 4,500  7,200 
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FIVE YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN FOR THE  

TEXAS ACCESS TO JUSTICE COMMISSION 

(adopted October 4, 2004) 

I. Develop and implement a statewide endowment program to ensure stable funding 
for legal aid providers. 

 
A. Establish a Blue Ribbon Committee to work on the endowment campaign. 

B. Formulate a strategy for accomplishing the endowment statewide. 

C. Develop a marketing plan for the endowment campaign strategy. 

D. Establish a mechanism to contact and solicit funds for the endowment 

campaign. 

E. Establish appropriate lawyer recognition for significant donor contributions to 

the endowment. 

F. Initiate the actual campaign to solicit funds no later than September 1, 2005. 

G. Establish a goal for amount to be raised in five years. 
 

II. Develop and Implement a Cy Pres Strategy. 
 

A. Appoint a special committee to work out a strategy for cy pres                   
contributions to the endowment. 

 
B. Develop a training program for educating and informing both the judiciary 

and the legal profession on the cy pres concept. 
 

C. Ensure that cy pres awards are solicited for the statewide endowment 
campaign. 

 

III. Develop a corporate counsel strategy. 
 

A. Petition the Supreme Court to create a permanent corporate counsel position 
on the Commission. 

 
B. Appoint a Commission committee of corporate counsel for the purpose of 

developing specific programs to promote both funding for legal aid and 
volunteer efforts by corporate counsel staff in furtherance of the legal aid 
effort. 

 
C. Coordinate corporate counsel efforts on behalf of the Commission with 

similar efforts in local communities. 
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D. Establish an annual giving campaign for corporations doing business in Texas. 

 
E. Provide ongoing input to the Commission for the statewide endowment 

campaign, expansion of volunteer legal services to the poor and the overall 
legislative program. 

 

IV. Expand delivery of legal services to the underserved areas of the state. 
 

A. Request Texas Supreme Court to establish a task force to facilitate expansion 
of legal services to the poor in underserved areas of the state.  This task force 
will be comprised of members of key groups, such as: Texas Young Lawyers 
Association, Texas Trial Lawyers Association, Texas Association of Defense 
Counsel, Corporate Counsel Association, Litigation Section of SBOT, Family 
Law Section of SBOT, LSC providers, judiciary, Texas Access to Justice 
Commission, and others. 

 
B. The Task Force will develop recommendations for the Commission designed 

to facilitate coordination with existing legal service providers and to provide a 
basis for introducing increased pro bono service in the underserved areas of 
the state. 

 
V. Develop a legislative strategy. 

 
A. Set up a special committee under the auspices of the Commission to develop a 

strategy for legislation affecting legal aid to low-income Texans. 
 

B. Devise a program for better educating legislators on the needs of low-income 
Texans and establishing working relationships with legislators. 

 
C. Formulate or assist in the formulation of legislation, in consultation with the 

State Bar of Texas Board of Directors, designed to enhance delivery of legal 
services to the poor. 

 
D. Formulate methods to seek to remove impediments to, and to encourage 

participation of, government lawyers in the provision of pro bono services to 
low-income Texans.  

 

VI. Develop programs with law schools to provide scholarships to qualified students 
who will commit to a minimum of three years’ service with a legal aid provider. 

 
A. Set up a fully funded annual law school scholarship for a very qualified 

applicant on the condition that the scholarship recipient commit to practice 
law full time for a minimum of three years with a recognized legal service 
provider. 
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B. In conjunction with the scholarship, set up a fellowship program to fund the 

salary of the graduating student for at least a portion of the three (3) year legal 
service commitment.  

 
C. Establish an advisory committee of representatives of all Texas law schools to 

assist the Commission in developing programs that will expand the delivery of 
legal services in Texas. 

 
VII. Establish quality CLE and training to legal aid lawyers. 

 
A. Establish a family law clinic at the Annual Poverty Law Conference to 

enhance skills of legal aid lawyers. 
 

B. Set up an annual trial academy under the auspices of the American College of 
Trial Lawyers to provide hands-on, in-depth education, training and 
mentoring on trial techniques to legal aid lawyers. 

 
C. Continue to develop other CLE programs that will enhance the legal 

knowledge and skills of legal service lawyers and thereby, further enhance the 
quality of legal representation. 

 
VIII. Refine a program for communications about legal aid to the legal community in 

consultation with legal services providers. 
 

A. Work out a program with Texas Bar Journal to feature a legal aid individual, 
program, or a particular story with a human interest appeal in each issue of the 
journal. 

 
B. Continue to utilize press releases to focus on the efforts of local bars, local 

firms and local lawyers in providing legal assistance to the poor in 
communities throughout Texas. 

 
C. Continue quarterly bulletins to all local bars and the judiciary advising of the 

ongoing efforts to enhance delivery of legal services throughout the state, 
featuring new, unique or creative programs at work in the different regions of 
the state. 

 
D. Refine Marketing Plan to assist the Commission with the goals of the strategic 

plan, including the endowment campaign. 
 

E. Emphasize the urgent need of the support and involvement of the judiciary in 
legal services matters.  

 
IX. Develop a go forward technology strategy 
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A. Survey all legal service providers for the types of technology platforms in use 
and evaluate each for possible use in other areas of the state. 

 
B. Use technology to assist the Commission with the goals of the strategic plan. 
 
C. Identify alternative technology platforms for the delivery of legal services to 

the low-income Texans, particularly low income Texans in underserved areas, 
that are extremely efficient and highly leveraged. 

 
D. Test the best technology platform(s) and basic delivery concepts.  

 
E. Make recommendations to the Commission as to the design, cost, and 

implementation plan and deployment strategy. 
 

 This document embodies the overall strategic objectives and underlying initiatives 
of the Texas Access to Justice Commission for the next five years as adopted by the 
Commission at its meeting in Austin, Texas on October 4, 2004. 

 
____________________________________ 
Chair, Texas Access to Justice Commission 
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2008-2009 TEXAS ACCESS TO JUSTICE COMMISSION 
 Roster – July 10, 2008 

 
James B. Sales  
Chair 
Texas Access to Justice Commission 
Fulbright & Jaworski LLP 
1301 McKinney St., 51st Floor 
Houston, TX  77010-3031 
713-651-5234 
713-651-5151 
Fax: 713-651-5246 
jsales@fulbright.com 
nstark@fulbright.com 
Term: 2011-COURT 
 
Martin D. Beirne Jr. 
Commissioner 
Beirne Maynard & Parsons LLP 
1300 Post Oak Blvd., 25th Floor 
Houston, TX  77056-3028 
713-623-0887 
Fax: 713-960-1527 
mbeirne@bmpllp.com 
Term: 2009-SBOT 
 
Jeanne C. (Cezy) Collins  
Commissioner 
Kemp Smith LLP 
221 N. Kansas, Ste. 1700 
El Paso, TX  79901 
915-533-4424 
Fax: 915-546-5296 
jcollins@kempsmith.com 
Term: 2011-SBOT 
 
Jeff Edwards  
Commissioner 
Whitehurst, Harkness, Ozmun & Brees 
1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor 
Austin, TX  78701 
512-476-4346 
Fax: 512-476-4400 
jedwards@whoalaw.com 
Term: 2011-SBOT 
 

Mary Faithfull  
Commissioner 
Advocacy, Inc. 
7800 Shoal Creek Blvd., Suite 171-E 
Austin, TX  78757-1024 
512-454-4816 
Fax: 512-323-0902 
mfaithfull@advocacyinc.org 
Term: 2010-SBOT 
 
Paul E. Furrh Jr. 
Commissioner 
Lone Star Legal Aid 
1415 Fannin St. 
Houston, TX  77002 
713-652-0077 
Fax: 713-652-3814 
pfurrh@lonestarlegal.org 
Term: 2011-COURT 
 
Jesse L. Gaines  
Commissioner 
Chief Executive Officer, Legal Aid of 
NorthWest Texas 
400 North Beach Street, 1st Floor 
Fort Worth, TX  76111 
817-710-0030 
Fax: 817-649-4759 
gainesj@lanwt.org 
fernandezk@lanwt.org 
Term: COURT-2010 
 
Hon. Deborah G. Hankinson  
Commissioner 
Hankinson Levinger 
2305 Cedar Springs Road, Suite 230 
Dallas, TX  75201-6955 
214-754-9190 
Fax: 214-754-9140 
dhankinson@hanklev.com
dstrube@hanklev.com 
Term: 2009-COURT 
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2008-2009 TEXAS ACCESS TO JUSTICE COMMISSION 
 Roster – July 10, 2008 

 
Daniel Hu  
Commissioner 
3727 Maroneal 
Houston, TX  77025 
713-567-9518 
Fax: 713-718-3303 
Daniel.Hu@usdoj.gov 
Term: 2009-SBOT 
 
Hon. Katherine Kennedy  
Commissioner 
3207 Mercer Street 
Houston, TX  77027 
713-666-7947 
Fax: 713-877-8587 
katiekennedymediation@msn.com 
linda@greenwaymediation.com 
Term: 2010-SBOT 
 
Charles W. Matthews  
Commissioner 
Vice President and General Counsel 
Exxon Mobil Corporation 
5959 Las Colinas Boulevard 
Irving, TX  75039 
972-444-1440 
Fax: 972-444-1464 
charles.w.matthews@exxonmobil.com 
robin.j.janse@exxonmobil.com 
Term: 2010-COURT 
 
Hon. Harriet O'Neill  
Commissioner 
Justice, Supreme Court of Texas 
P.O. Box 12248 
Austin, TX  78711 
512-463-1320 
Fax: 512-936-2308 
harriet.oneill@courts.state.tx.us 
sylvia.griego@courts.state.tx.us 
Term: n/a 
 

Harry M. Reasoner  
Commissioner 
Vinson & Elkins LLP 
First City Tower 
1001 Fannin Street, Suite 2500 
Houston, TX  77002-6760 
713-758-2358 
Fax: 713-615-5173 
hreasoner@velaw.com 
cbaker@velaw.com 
Term: 2009-COURT 
 
Hon. Dean Rucker  
Commissioner 
318th District Court 
Midland County Courthouse 
200 W. Wall Street, Suite 200 
Midland, TX  79701-4512 
432-688-4390 
Fax: 432-688-4924 
ruckerd@co.midland.tx.us 
Term: 2010-COURT 
 
Hon. Linda B. Thomas  
Commissioner 
Fifth Court of Appeals 
600 Commerce St., 2nd Floor 
Dallas, TX  75202-4652 
214-712-3401 
Fax: 214-745-1083 
lbthomas@sbcglobal.net 
Term: 2009-COURT 
 
Tom Vick Jr. 
Commissioner 
Vick Carvey & Smith LLP 
111 York Avenue 
Weatherford, TX  76086 
817-596-5533 
Fax: 817-596-8577 
tvick@vcslaw.com 
Term: 2009-SBOT 
 



2008-2009 TEXAS ACCESS TO JUSTICE COMMISSION 
 Roster – July 10, 2008 

 
Hon. Rodney Glenn Ellis  
Ex-Officio Member 
Texas Access to Justice Commission 
Texas Senate 
P.O. Box 12068 - Capitol Station 
Austin, TX  78711 
512-463-0113 
Fax: 512-463-0006 
rodney.ellis@senate.state.tx.us 
brandon.dudley@senate.state.tx.us 
 
Hon. Aaron Peña  
Ex-Officio Member 
Texas Access to Justice Commission 
Texas House of Representatives 
P.O. Box 2910 
Austin, TX  78768-2910 
512-463-0426 
Fax: 512-463-0043 
aaron.pena@house.state.tx.us 
 
Staff: 
 
Emily Jones  
Executive Director 
Texas Access to Justice Commission 
P.O. Box 12487 
Austin, TX  78711-2487 
512-427-1895 
Fax: 512-477-8302 
emily.jones@texasbar.com 
 
Elma Garcia  
Attorney 
Director, Texas Lawyers Care 
P.O. Box 12487 
Austin, TX  78711-2487 
512-427-1858 
Fax: 512-477-8302 
elma.garcia@texasbar.com 
 
Catherine Nahay  
Staff 
Texas Access to Justice Commission 
P.O. Box 12487 
Austin, TX  78711-2487 
512-427-1873 
Fax: 512-477-8302 
catherine.nahay@texasbar.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hong Tran  
Attorney 
Texas Access to Justice Commission 
P.O. Box 12487 
Austin, TX  78711-2487 
512-427-1862 
Fax: 512-477-8302 
hong.tran@texasbar.com 
 
Lisa Villarreal-Rios  
Attorney 
Texas Access to Justice Commission 
P.O. Box 12487 
Austin, TX  78711-2487 
512-427-1859 
Fax: 512-477-8302 
lisa.villarrealrios@texasbar.com 
 
Mike Garlow 
Attorney 
Texas Access to Justice Commission 
P.O. Box 12487 
Austin, TX  78711-2487 
512-427-1839 
Fax: 512-477-8302 
mike.garlow@texasbar.com 



djones
Text Box
TAB II-7













djones
Text Box
TAB II-8































djones
Text Box
TAB II-9





































djones
Text Box
TAB II-10































Corporate law departments of all sizes,
small or large –

from a staff of one to a staff of many –
can succeed!

• Learn about pro bono opportunities in Texas
• Identify pro bono corporate counsel mentors/contacts in the state
• Learn about existing Corporate Law departments’ pro bono policies
• Develop, maintain and expand a pro bono program in your corporate legal department

www.TexasLawyersHelp.org/corporatecounsel

Corporate Counsel Doing Pro Bono –
Making a Difference in Texas
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Pro bono cases offer attorneys solid experience in:

• Honing legal skills

• Exercising corporate citizenship

• Building teamwork

• Recruiting new attorneys

“Through participation in the Texas State Bar efforts
to provide equal access to justice for all citizens,
attorneys from Corporate Law Departments are
reinforcing the spirit of community service, a
cornerstone of corporate social responsibility,
while fulfilling the professional responsibility that
arises from being a licensed member of the
legal profession.”

Charles W. Matthews, Jr., Vice President and
General Counsel of Exxon Mobil Corporation and
Chair of the Texas Access to Justice Commission's
Corporate Counsel Committee

Pro bono involvement by corporate legal
departments:

• Enhances the corporation’s reputation in
the community

• Offers additional hands-on training and
networking opportunities for its participants

• Encourages community awareness and
involvement

• Increases familiarity with the local courts and
judges, affiliate firms and organizations

Consider these 10 steps when developing a
pro bono policy in the workplace.

• Choose - consider attorney interest, availability,
and possible impediments and design your
program with these in mind

• Examine - review the unmet legal needs and
already existing legal programs specific to your
community — identify new opportunities in
the community, create new partnerships, expand
the breadth of pro bono opportunities offered

• Support - secure the support of your company’s
chief legal and/or executive officer

• Structure - develop a formal structure that
fosters team building and volunteer recognition

• Partner - establish strategic partnerships
with corporate law departments and law firms
and legal services agencies that provide
malpractice insurance

• Publicize - reach out to all the attorneys AND
support staff in your organization emphasizing
real commitment

• Launch - host kick off events to generate
enthusiasm, explain program goals, and
introduce participants and partnerships

• Recognize - remember the power of positive
recognition - it makes a big difference in the
level of participation and commitment

• Measure - guage your program’s success and
effectiveness through performance measures,
including client & community outcomes and
benefits to program participants

• Evaluate - regularly reassess, re-evaluate and,
if necessary, restructure

Excerpt from www.CorporateProBono.org

GET INVOLVED



“If all of the in-house corporate counsel who are
members of the Texas State Bar join the counsel
already participating in pro bono, this group,
collectively, will make a critical difference in
providing legal help to the literally more than
4 million low income and poor Texans who
desperately need legal assistance. This effort, in
turn, would send a powerful message to the entire
legal community and provide meaningful hope for
the Texas Supreme Court's avowed desire to make
access to justice a reality for all Texans.”

James B. Sales, Chair of the Texas Access to
Justice Commission

Attorneys contribute valuable, much needed legal
expertise by:

• Providing legal advice at evening clinics, such
as a Community Justice clinic

• Offering legal advice on transactional issues

• Drafting contracts for non-profit legal
services programs serving the poor

• Assisting in the creation of employee
handbooks for non-profit legal
services organizations

• Filing protective orders on behalf of domestic
violence survivors

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Did you know that Texas has the second largest
poverty population in the United States?

• Approximately 3.9 million people live
below the federal poverty level in Texas,
which means over 938,000 (14.2 %) of
Texas families live in poverty.

• Only 20-25% of the civil legal needs of
low-income and poor Texans are being met.

Corporate counsel and in-house attorneys are in a
unique position to utilize their legal training as a
means of participating in community volunteer
activities by providing pro bono legal services.
In turn, these pro bono efforts extend the
corporation’s community efforts and enhance
the corporation’s external reputation in the
local community.

"It is a privilege to make a living practicing law. It is
an even greater privilege to make a difference in
the lives of many Texans currently without access
to our justice system. Please consider exercising
your privilege and providing legal services to those
in need by affording poor and low income Texans
the knowledge and expertise that only attorneys
are uniquely trained and gifted to provide."

Lawrence P. Tu, Senior Vice President and General
Counsel for Dell, Inc.



What support is available for attorneys who accept pro bono cases?

• Malpractice insurance: The State Bar of Texas provides malpractice insurance coverage for attorneys who
volunteer with an approved legal services provider. Ask your provider whether they offer malpractice insurance.

• Free training: Many volunteer attorney programs offer substantive law and ethics training for volunteers
handling pro bono cases.

• Paralegals: The Paralegal Division of the State Bar of Texas offers paralegal assistance to attorneys working on
pro bono cases. For more information, pro bono attorneys should contact the Paralegal Division’s pro bono
committee chair at www.txpd.org/default.asp.

• Court reporters: The Texas Court Reporters Association (TCRA) can provide court reporting services for pro bono
cases. To learn more, pro bono attorneys should contact TCRA’s pro bono committee chair at www.tcra-online.com.

How do I set up a pro bono program at my company?

• TexasLawyersHelp.org: This website contains resources for pro bono attorneys to assist in the representation
of low-income clients. See www.texaslawyershelp.org/corporatecounsel.

• Corporate Pro Bono: This website provides information for in-house lawyers and companies interested in
starting or expanding an organized pro bono program. Visit www.cpbo.org.

• Pro Bono Institute: This institute provides information, training and consulting to large law firms and corporations
interested in pro bono. See www.probonoinst.org.

• ABA Center for Pro Bono: The American Bar Association (ABA) contains a library of materials for pro bono
program administrators and volunteers. This website offers training resources, technical assistance. To learn
more, visit www.abanet.org/legalservices/probono.

Where can I volunteer to help low-income Texans?

• Texas C-BAR (statewide): Texas C-BAR provides free legal assistance to Texas nonprofits working to improve
the quality of life in low-income neighborhoods. Experienced transactional attorneys can help these non
profit organizations with their real estate, tax, corporate, and employment law needs. To learn more, visit
www.texascbar.org/attorneys.

• Volunteer Legal Services of Central Texas (Austin): VLS attorneys help low-income clients with issues
such as wrongful evictions or foreclosures, disability benefits, wills, family law and guardianships. For more
information, visit www.vlsoct.org/volunteer.

• Dallas Volunteer Attorney Program (Dallas): DVAP volunteer attorneys assist low-income clients with benefits,
consumer, employment, family, housing, landlord-tenant, probate, real property, tax and wills matters by
providing advice, brief legal services and/or full representation. To learn more, visit www.dallasbar.org/dvap.

• Houston Volunteer Attorney Program (Houston): HVLP offers volunteer attorneys a wide range of pro bono
opportunities in both family and non-family law, such as divorce, collection and repossession, DTPA (small
claims only), bankruptcy, IRS matters, estate and incapacity planning, property law and non-profit assistance.
For more information, visit www.hvlp.org/volunteers.

• San Antonio Community Justice Program (San Antonio): The CJP accepts uncontested matters such as
divorce, child custody modifications, guardianship proceedings, bankruptcy, simple landlord/tenant disputes,
probate matters and wills. To learn more, visit www.sabar.org/cjp.

To inquire about pro bono opportunities in your area, contact TLCmail@texasbar.com.

SUPPORT FOR PRO BONO CORPORATE COUNSEL & IN-HOUSE ATTORNEYS

35648 01/08
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AMENDED VERSION REPLACES RELEASE ISSUED JULY 14TH  
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
July 15, 2008 

Contact: Meg Meo,  
Elizabeth Christian & Associates Public Relations 

512.494.2867 or  
mmeo@echristianpr.com  

 

  Participation Jumps in  
Texas Access to Justice Commission’s  

Summer Internship Program 
 

Law students work in legal aid offices throughout Texas 
 

AUSTIN, Texas  Twenty law students from around the state are participating in the Access to 

Justice Internship Program this summer. Student involvement has more than doubled since the 

program launched in 2006 as a two-year pilot project with only eight students. The program was 

created by the Texas Access to Justice Commission’s Law School Advisory Committee, 

comprised primarily of the deans of all nine Texas law schools.  

 

The Access to Justice Internship Program provides law students with an opportunity to 

participate in efforts that ensure more low-income Texans have access to the justice system, and 

it brings much-needed civil legal aid to areas outside cities with law schools. This year, 20 

students are participating in 17 legal aid offices around Texas.  

 

"The ATJ internship teaches much more than the everyday practice of law,” Camille Varner, an 

intern assigned to the Nacogdoches Lone Star Legal Aid office, said. “It has shown the grim 

reality that many low-income Texans face, the necessity of balancing compassion and reason, 

and most importantly, the joy of making a difference in people’s lives through law.”  

mailto:mmeo@echristianpr.com
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The law student interns work with legal aid attorneys in Angleton, Beaumont, Bryan, Del Rio, El 

Paso, Harlingen, Laredo, Longview, Nacogdoches, Paris, San Juan, Texarkana, Tyler, 

Waxahachie, Weslaco and Wichita Falls.  

 

Prior to their placements, each intern attended a training and orientation session in Austin on 

May 29 and 30, where they learned about the basics of poverty law, interviewing and counseling 

clients, and professional responsibility issues. The internships, which began in June, last at least 

seven weeks. Each intern receives a stipend, generously provided by the Texas Bar Foundation 

and the Texas Legal Protection Plan, to offset living costs. Most students also receive academic 

credit for the internship. 

 

-30- 

 

The Texas Access to Justice Commission (www.TexasATJ.org) was created in 2001 by the 

Supreme Court of Texas to develop and implement policy initiatives designed to expand access to 

and enhance the quality of justice in civil legal matters for low-income Texans. The Commission 

has created several initiatives to increase resources for and awareness of legal aid, including the 

domestic violence Protective Order Kit, the Texas Student Loan Repayment Assistance Program, 

and www.TexasLawHelp.org, an online resource for free legal information.  

 

Since its inception in 1965, the Texas Bar Foundation has awarded more than $9 million in 

grants to law-related programs. Supported by members of the State Bar of Texas, the Texas Bar 

Foundation is the nation’s largest charitably-funded bar foundation. 

 

http://www.texasatj.org/
http://www.texaslawhelp.org/
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S u m m e r 20 0 8 • Vo l u m e 9 N o . 3

Texas Access to Justice
Commission Hosts Trial
Academy for Legal Aid Lawyers

Publ i shed by Texas Lawyer s Care , the Pro Bono/Lega l Ser vice s Suppor t Pro jec t o f the State Bar o f Texas

The Texas Access to Justice Commission hosted its 2008
Texas Trial Academy on May 18-22, for legal aid attorneys.
Held at The University of Texas School of Law in Austin, the
Trial Academy provided legal aid attorneys the opportunity to
enhance their litigation skills and knowledge by participating in
demonstrations of various trial phases conducted by the Texas
Fellows of the American College of Trial Lawyers.

Texas members of the elite American College of Trial
Lawyers, along with other prominent attorneys, donated their
time and shared their extensive trial expertise with the front-line
lawyers who advocate for the poor in Texas. Membership in the
American College of Trial Lawyers is by invitation only, extended
to experienced trial lawyers who have demonstrated exceptional
advocacy skills and whose careers have been marked by the high-
est standards of ethics and professionalism.

“We are extremely grateful to the Texas Fellows of the
American College of Trial Lawyers and other faculty members
for donating their time, expense and extraordinary talents to
enhance the trial skills of legal aid attorneys who work every day
to help the most disadvantaged members of our communities,”
Jim Sales, chair of the Texas Access to Justice Commission, said.
“The Trial Academy afforded attendees the opportunity to learn
from some of the best litigators in the business, which has a
direct and positive impact on the quality of service delivered to
legal aid clients.”

Continued on page 2.

Ludo Perez Gardini (Catholic Charities – Dallas) and Juan Angel
Gomez (Texas RioGrande Legal Aid – San Antonio) prepare for their
closing arguments.

Corinna Spencer-Scheurich of the Texas Civil Rights Project in San Juan
thanked Cynthia Day Grimes for her work as the Trial Academy
course director.
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Thirty staff attorneys from legal aid organizations
throughout Texas attended the five-day, interactive
seminar, which included advocacy skills, direct and
cross examinations, opening statements, and closing
arguments, and voir dire. After each skills workshop,
participants were individually critiqued by Trial
Academy faculty. “For attorneys working on the
front-lines of providing legal services to low-income
Texans, this training was invaluable,” Texas Civil
Rights Project attorney Corinna Spencer-Scheurich
said. “The Trial Academy provided an extraordinary
opportunity to hone a variety of important skills that
will help the Texas legal aid community immensely.”

Cynthia Day Grimes from Ball & Weed, P.C. in
San Antonio served as the course director for the
Trial Academy.

Continued from page 1.
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2008 Access to Justice 
Summer Training Series

Word

Excel 1
Learn how to:
• Explore the Excel workspace
• Enter text and numbers 
• Insert/delete columns and rows 
• Basic cell formatting
• Print and preview a spreadsheet 
• Create Headers and Footers 
• Formula and Function overview 

Excel

Word 1
Learn how to:
• Create documents from templates 
• Create a legal pleading
• Open, save and view documents 
• Select text and graphics
• Move, copy and format text 
• Find and replace text 
• Spell check 
• Print and use page setup options 
• Use AutoText 

Excel 2
Learn how to:
• Manage worksheets 
• Freeze panes 
• Hide columns and rows of data
• Work with cell ranges 
• Excel's list management functions 
• Use formulas and functions 
• Copy Excel data into Word 

Word 2
Learn How to:
• Work with Headers and Footers
• Insert page numbers 
• Work with Section Breaks
• Use Word styles to format text 
• Use outline numbering
• Create a Table of Contents
• Insert and format Word tables 
• Create envelopes and labels
• Create cross references
• Perform a mail merge 

Andrews Kurth
Dallas - 1717 Main Street, Suite 3700 Dallas, TX  75201 
San Antonio - Pyramid Building, 601 N.W. Loop 410, Suite 375 & 380 San Antonio, TX 78216 
Baker Botts
Austin - 1500 San Jacinto Center, 98 San Jacinto Boulevard Austin, TX 78701-4078 
Bracewell Giuliani
Austin - 111 Congress Avenue, Suite 2300 Austin, TX 78701-4061
Dallas - 1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 3800 Dallas, TX 75202-2711 
Fulbright & Jaworski
Dallas - 2200 Ross Avenue, Suite 2800, Dallas, TX 75201-2784
Houston - 1301 McKinney - 36th floor, Houston, TX 77010
Vinson & Elkins
Houston - 1001 Fannin (First City Tower), Suite 2500 Houston Texas 77002
Texas Tech Law School - Computer Lab
Lubbock - 1802 Hartford  Lubbock, Texas 79409  
University of Texas at El Paso – Kelly Hall
El Paso - 425 Kelly Hall, 2nd Floor Computer Lab, El Paso, TX  79968-0703
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2008 Access to Justice 
Summer Training Series

Excel 1 & 2•Austin
•June 26th - Baker Botts

•Excel 1:  9:00am – 12:30pm
•Excel 2: 1:30pm – 5:00pm

•July 18th – Bracewell Giuliani
•Excel 1:  9:00am – 12:30pm
•Excel 2:  1:30pm – 5:00pm

•Aug 14th - Baker Botts
•Excel 1:  9:00am – 12:30pm
•Excel 2:  1:30pm – 5:00pm

•Dallas
•May 30th – Fulbright & Jaworski

•Excel 1:  9:00am – 12:30pm
•Excel 2:  1:30pm – 5:00pm

•June 26th – Bracewell Giuliani
•Excel 1:  9:00am – 12:30pm
•Excel 2:  1:30pm – 5:00pm

•Aug 21st – Bracewell Giuliani
•Excel 1:  9:00am – 12:30pm
•Excel 2:  1:30pm – 5:00pm

•El Paso
•July 10th - UTEP (Kelly Hall, 2nd Fl)

•Excel 1:  9:00am – 12:30pm
•Excel 2:  1:30pm – 5:00pm

•Houston
•May 22nd - Vinson & Elkins

•Excel 1:  9:00am – 12:30pm
•Excel 2:  1:30pm – 5:00pm

•June 20th - Vinson & Elkins
•Excel 1:  9:00am – 12:30pm
•Excel 2:  1:30pm – 5:00pm

•July 24th - Vinson & Elkins
•Excel 1:  9:00am – 12:30pm
•Excel 2:  1:30pm – 5:00pm

•Lubbock
•August 7th – Texas Tech Law School

•Excel 1:  9:00am – 12:30pm
•Excel 2:  1:30pm – 5:00pm

San Antonio
•May 29th – Andrews Kurth

•Excel 1:  9:00am – 12:30pm
•Excel 2:  1:30pm – 5:00pm

•July 17th – Andrews Kurth
•Excel 1:  9:00am – 12:30pm
•Excel 2:  1:30pm – 5:00pm

Aug 22nd – Andrews Kurth
•Excel 1:  9:00am – 12:30pm
•Excel 2:  1:30pm – 5:00pm

Word 1 & 2•Austin
•May 22nd - Baker Botts

•Word 1:  9:00am – 12:30pm
•Word 2: 1:30pm – 5:00pm

•July 17th – Baker Botts
•Word 1:  9:00am – 12:30pm
•Word 2:  1:30pm – 5:00pm

•Dallas
•May 29th – Bracewell Giuliani

•Word 1:  9:00am – 12:30pm
•Word 2:  1:30pm – 5:00pm

•July 24th - Andrews Kurth
•Word 1:  9:00am – 12:30pm
•Word 2:  1:30pm – 5:00pm

•El Paso
•Aug 14th – UTEP (Kelly Hall, 2nd Fl)

•Word 1:  9:00am – 12:30pm
•Word 2:  1:30pm – 5:00pm

•Houston
•June 19th – Fulbright & Jaworski

•Word 1:  9:00am – 12:30pm
•Word 2:  1:30pm – 5:00pm

•Aug 21st – Fulbright & Jaworski
•Word 1:  9:00am – 12:30pm
•Word 2:  1:30pm – 5:00pm

•Lubbock
•June 12th – Texas Tech Law School

•Word 1:  9:00am – 12:30pm
•Word 2:  1:30pm – 5:00pm

San Antonio
•June 19th – Andrews Kurth

•Word 1:  9:00am – 12:30pm
•Word 2:  1:30pm – 5:00pm

•Aug 21st – Andrews Kurth
•Word 1:  9:00am – 12:30pm
•Word 2:  1:30pm – 5:00pm

Register for training at teajf.universitysite.com
Need Help? Call Erica - 512-320-0099, ext. 103

R
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n From the Internet, type in:

teajf@universitysite.com

Login:  your work email address

Password:   atj2008

mailto:teajf@universitysite.com
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e can do better. Texas ranks 42nd in the nation in per
capita revenue for civil legal aid and 43rd in per capita

funding for indigent criminal defense. We are dead last in both
categories among the 10 most populous states. The Supreme
Court of Texas is aware of these statistics and, for the past
decade, has worked with the Legislature and the Texas Access to
Justice Foundation (TAJF) to increase our commitment to
those who cannot afford legal services. With help from the Leg-
islature, innovation in our approach to IOLTA accounts, and
procedural changes, we are making great strides. 

MANDATORY LEGAL SERVICES FEE
The Legislature, under the leadership of Sen. Rodney Ellis

and Rep. Kino Flores, reiterated its commitment to access to
justice by removing the sunset provision on the $65 legal serv-
ices fee that was set to expire on Sept. 1, 2007. This small con-
tribution is critical to the work of TAJF and the Texas Access to
Justice Commission (ATJ), as well as to counties seeking to pro-
vide fair representation to indigent defendants. The legislation
garnered bipartisan support in both chambers of the Legislature
and was signed into law by Gov. Rick Perry.

COMPARABILITY RULE 
Last year, TAJF noticed a glaring discrepancy in the interest

rates IOLTA accounts received compared with other bank
accounts. Working with financial institutions, lawyers, legisla-
tors, and other stakeholders, Texas’ access to justice leaders,
with Justice Harriet O’Neill, TAJF Chair Richard L. Tate, and
ATJ Commission Chair Jim Sales at the helm, embarked on a
mission to obtain interest rates for IOLTA accounts that com-
pare favorably with those paid elsewhere. The Court endorsed
those efforts by adopting a “comparability rule” that requires
attorneys to place their IOLTA funds with financial institutions
that pay a comparable rate.

Before the rule change, the average IOLTA interest rate
paid by the top 80 Texas banks was 0.65 percent, while most
non-IOLTA high-balance accounts paid between 3.31 percent
and 4.92 percent. Since adoption of the new rule, revenue has
increased dramatically for programs that provide basic civil
legal services to poor Texans. Those increases may surpass orig-
inal estimates as many Texas banks are going above and beyond
the comparable rate requirement and agreeing to pay 70 per-
cent of the federal interest rate on large IOLTA accounts. For a
list of these Prime Partner banks, go to www.teajf.org.

AMENDMENTS TO TRCP 145
In 2005, the Court received reports that its rule requiring

formal hearings to test a litigant’s indigence status — even when

the party was represented by a recognized legal services provider
and the party’s indigence was uncontested — drained significant
judicial resources unnecessarily. As a result, the Court amended
Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 145(c) to eliminate the need for a
hearing when a party represented by an attorney providing free
legal services files an “IOLTA certificate” together with an affi-
davit for indigency. This rule change conserves courts’ limited
resources and eases pro bono representation. It is premised on
the fact that IOLTA-funded programs carefully screen applicants
for services because any violation of the strict income restrictions
set by federal and state regulations would jeopardize program
funding. The scrutiny of the content requirements in the appli-
cation and the review of a party’s income eligibility by legal serv-
ices programs allow sufficient examination of a litigant’s
indigence without need for a hearing. Amended Rule 145
reflects a convergence of two important principles of our judicial
system — conservation of judicial resources and increased access
to justice for the poor. As members of the bench and bar attain
familiarity with the amended rule, the Court trusts that its pur-
pose will be fully realized.

PRO BONO VIDEO 
The State Bar of Texas has joined with the Legislature and

the Supreme Court to encourage lawyers to provide legal serv-
ices to those unable to pay. The centerpiece of the effort is a
new video, Pro Bono: The Difference Is You, narrated by Dan
Rather. Commissioned by TAJF and the ATJ Commission, the
video showcases several attorneys who regularly provide pro
bono services to the poor and some of the clients who have
been helped by their efforts. I hope the video will inspire you
to establish or renew your commitment to pro bono work.

CONCLUSION
Although I am excited about the progress being made, we

have far to go. Today, we meet only 20 to 25 percent of the legal
needs of the 3.9 million Texans living below the federal poverty
level and the more than 900,000 Texas families living in pover-
ty. And while we have increased the number of indigent defen-
dants receiving court-appointed counsel over the past five years,
overall costs are rising as much as 30 percent, straining our abil-
ity to provide constitutionally guaranteed assistance of counsel.
I am confident that with the support of the Legislature and the
bar, we will continue to make great strides in serving those who
can least afford to pay for legal services.

WALLACE B. JEFFERSON
is chief justice of the Supreme Court of Texas.

W
By Chief Justice Wallace B. Jefferson
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS 
 

 
Misc. Docket No. 05-9153 

 
 

 
EMERGENCY ORDER PERMITTING LAWYERS DISPLACED BY 

HURRICANE KATRINA TO CONTINUE REPRESENTING CLIENTS 
FROM TEMPORARY OFFICES IN TEXAS 

 
 
 

 
ORDERED that: 
 

Until further order of this Court, and notwithstanding Texas Government Code 
chapter 81, subchapter G, an attorney holding a valid law license issued by Louisiana, 
Mississippi, or Alabama, who is in good standing with the attorney’s respective state bar, 
and who is displaced from the attorney’s home jurisdiction due to Hurricane Katrina, is 
permitted to practice law for 30 days from the date of this order from a location in Texas 
as if the attorney were located in the state in which the attorney is licensed. 
 
 
As ordered by the Supreme Court of Texas, in Chambers, 
 
 

With the Seal thereof affixed at the City of Austin, 
this 2nd day of September, 2005. 
 
____________/x/___________________________ 
ANDREW WEBER, CLERK 
THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS 
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CONSTRUCTION LAW SECTION
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TATE MOERER & KING, LLP

A T T O R N E Y S
2 0 6  S O U T H  2 N D  S T R E E T

R I C H M O N D ,  T E X A S  7 7 4 6 9
2 8 1 -  3 4 1 - 0 0 7 7

F a c s i m i l e   2 8 1 -  3 4 1 - 1 0 0 3
w w w . t a t e - l a w . c o m

Richard L. Tate Amanda Richards
rltate@tate-law.com arichards@tate-law.com

Carl H. Moerer, Jr. Corinne Hillsman Vahalik
cmoerer@tate-law.com chvahalik@tate-law.com

Libby King
ebking@tate-law.com

THE LAW OFFICE OF CHAD BARUCH
Civil and Criminal Appeals

tlc Program_F.indd   7 10/2/07   3:00:44 PM



p

p

QwQ

Lawyers
Care

Texas

25th Anniversary
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The Law Firm of Carlos Eduardo Cardenas
Randall Chapman
R.H. Feuille
John and Erendira Jones
Thompson, Coe, Cousins & Irons, LLP
James Rader and Martha Dickie
Hon. Lora Livingston
Stephanie Townsend-Allala
Davis & Wilkerson, P.C.
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Co-chairs
Hon. Deborah Hankinson, Law Office of Deborah G. Hankinson 
Bill Whitehurst, Whitehurst Harkness Ozmun & Brees, P.C.

Antonio Alvarado  
Charles  Babcock IV  
Martin Beirne, Jr.  
Dan Boulware  
Ralph Brock 
Pamela Brown  
Paddy Burwell  
Randy Chapman  
Joe Crews  
Clinton Cross  
Alistair Dawson  
Otway Denny
Chrys Dougherty  

George Edwards  
F.R. Files 
Paul Furrh, Jr.  
Jesse Gaines  
Roland Garcia
Tom Godbold  
David Hall  
Pauline Higgins  
Lamont Jefferson  
Roland Johnson  
Karen Johnson 
Brad Johnston  
Bill Jones 

Ralph Jones  
Darrell Jordan  
David Keltner 
Lynne Liberato
Rebecca Lightsey
Hon. Lora Livingston
Vianei Lopez Robinson
Mike Marin 
Charles Matthews
Harriet Miers 
Richard  Miller 
Frank Newton 
Scott Ozmun 
Paul Parsons 

James Patterson, Jr.
Richard Pena  
Hon. Tom Phillips  
Harry Reasoner 
Eduardo Rodriguez  
Mark Shank 
Broadus Spivey
Ron Taylor  
Terry Tottenham  
Tom Vick  
Gib Walton  
Mark White  
Marshall Wood  
Hull Youngblood

Planning Committee Members

Pat Alvarez  
Betty Balli Torres  
Cynthia Cabeza  
Joal Cannon-Sheridan  
Hon. Jim Coronado  
Karin Crump 
Martha Dickie  
Jeff Edwards  

Ed Fernandes  
Angel Fraga  
Stewart Gagnon  
Rodolfo Garcia  
David Gonzalez   
Guy Harrison  
Chuck Herring  
Daniel Hu  

Patty Huffines  
John Jones  
Bob LeBoeuf   
Dan Naranjo  
Carmen Perez  
Velva Price  
LeeAnn Reno  
Elizabeth Rogers  

Jim Sales  
Renato Santos  
Anne Shuttee ·
Jan Soifer  
Donna Stockton-Hicks  
Allan Van Fleet   
Senator Kirk Watson 
Hector Zavaleta

QwQ
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Court Awards Strategies Committee 2008

 
 
Randy Chapman 
Texas Legal Services Center 
815 Brazos, Suite 1100 
Austin, Texas  78701 
512.477.6000 
rchapman@tlsc.org
 
Jeanne C. “Cezy” Collins 
Kemp Smith, LLP 
221 N. Kansas, Suite 1700 
El Paso, Texas  79901 
915.533.4424 
jcollins@kempsmith.com
 
Craig Enoch 
Winstead, PC 
401 Congress Avenue, Suite 2100 
Austin, Texas  78701 
512.370.2883 
cenoch@winstead.com
 
Tom Godbold, Chair 
Fulbright & Jaworski, LLP 
1301 McKinney Street, Suite 5100 
Houston, Texas  77010 
713.651.7701 
tgodbold@fulbright.com
 
Lamont A. Jefferson 
Haynes Boone 
112 East Pecan Street, Suite 900 
San Antonio, Texas  78205 
210.978.7413 
lamont.jefferson@haynesboone.com
 
David R. McAtee, II 
Haynes Boone 
901 Main St., Suite 3100 
Dallas, Texas  75202 
214.651.5374 
david.mcatee@haynesboone.com

 
Manuel H. Newburger 
Barron, Newburger, Sinsley & Wier 
1212 Guadalupe, Suite 102 
Austin, Texas  78701 
512.476.9103 
mnewburger@bnswlaw.com
 
Judge Karen Pozza 
407 District Court 
100 Dolorosa 
San Antonio, Texas  78205 
210.335.2462 
kpozza@bexar.org
 
Richard L. Tate 
Tate Moerer & King 
206 South 2nd Street 
Richmond, Texas  77469 
281.341.0077 
rltate@tate-law.com
 
Judge Linda B. Thomas 
Fifth Court of Appeals 
600 Commerce Street, 2nd Floor 
Dallas, Texas  75202 
214.712.3401 
lbthomas@sbcglobal.net
 
Bill Whitehurst 
Whitehurst, Harkness, Ozmun & Brees 
P.O. Box 1802 
Austin, Texas  78767 
512.476.4346 
bwhitehurst@whoalaw.com
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COMPARABILITY STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE 
REPORT 

to 
TAJF Board of Directors 

 
March 18, 2008 
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COMPARABILITY RECOMMENDATIONS 
Executive Summary 

 
 
The Texas Access to Justice Foundation has engaged in a comparability planning process to 
determine the best use of IOLTA funds generated as a result of the comparability rule adopted by 
the Supreme Court of Texas. 
 
The process has included: 
 

1. Survey of the access to justice community 

2. Series of conference calls with discrete groups in the grantee community 

3. A forum at which access to justice partners and legal aid providers provided 
information regarding the needs in the access to justice community 

4. A salary survey of grantees 

5. Compilation of data on services provided throughout Texas  
 

After engaging in the process, Foundation staff recommends that the additional funds be spent in 
the following areas: 
 
 
I. Stabilization of infrastructure  2.35 million 

 
A..  Stability of funding 
    
 Reserve   (continue current system) 
 
B..  Staff Retention 2.35 million 

   Salaries $1.8 million 

   Other    $200,000 

   *Student Loan Repayment1    $350,000 
 

   

 
II. Enhanced services to clients   3.75 million  

  

A.  Percentage increase for legal aid providers (1.5 million) 

  B.  Underserved areas of the state  (2.0 million) 

  C.  Gap populations/New Projects  ($250,000) 
 

                                                 

 - 1 -
1 Board authorized at its meeting on January 17, 2008 



I. STABILIZATION OF INFRASTRUCTURE OF DELIVERY SYSTEM 

 
 

A. Stability of Funding 
 

Recommendation:  Foundation staff recommends that (1) the Foundation uses the average 
of the three years of projected funds to determine grant amounts for the next three grant 
cycles, (2) the Board adopt a reserve policy that conforms with its current reserve practice, 
and (3) the Foundation create an endowment for the long-term stability of the organization.  

 
1. Average of three years of project funds to determine grant amounts 

The Foundation staff recommends that the Foundation uses the average of three years of projected 
funds to determine grant amounts for the next three grant cycles.  This recommendation is based on 
our desire to ensure stability in funding at a time when the funds are dramatically decreasing due to 
the continued lowering of the Federal Funds Target Rate.  In addition, Foundation staff 
recommends that the Foundation make a three-year commitment to any organizations funded in 
2008 so that legal aid programs can plan accordingly.  Current revenue and projected revenue are as 
follows: 
 

 After expenses 

2007 (actual):   10.9 million 
2008 (projected):  3.91 million 
2009 (projected):  3.5 million 
Average  6.1 million  

 
2. Operating Reserve 

Currently, TAJF collects IOLTA revenue over a calendar year.  It awards the funds during the 
subsequent year in June at its grants making meeting.  The Foundation uses the state fiscal year 
(September - August) as its grant year.   
 

Grants Awarded for 2007 
2008 Grant Yr.

 - 2 -

JAN-08 JUN-08 AUG-08 DEC-08JAN-07 SEPT-07JUN-07 DEC-07

IOLTA REVENUE 2007

2007 - 2008 
Grant Year

IOLTA Revenue 
Continued

Currently, the Foundation’s “reserve” depends on where it is on the continuum.  The number of 
months in reserve ranges from 8 - 20 months. 
 



 - 3 -

The Foundation should develop a Reserve Policy.  The amount of the reserve should be based on 
factors such as the mitigation of the impact on the Foundation and its grantees of a significant 
decrease in IOLTA revenue and other funding streams and potential emergency/disaster needs. 
 
B. Staff Retention 

 
Recommendation:  Foundation staff recommends that 2 million be set aside for grants on 
a competitive basis to address the need to increase salaries and take other steps to improve 
the capacity to recruit and retain employees, particularly attorneys.   

The preferred use for these funds will be to increase salaries to all staff, including in particular 
attorneys.  As a benchmark for competitive salaries for attorneys, TAJF has identified the following 
salary levels with appropriate steps between the levels listed here: 
 

 Starting licensed attorneys - at least $45,000 per year; 
 Attorneys with five years experience - $55,000-57,500;  
 Attorneys with 10 years experience - $67,500-$70,000;  
 Attorneys with 15 years experience - $80,000-$82,500; 
 Attorneys with 20 years experience - $92,500-$95,000; and 
 Attorneys with more than 20 years experience - >$95,000. 

In order not to penalize programs which have committed funds to maintaining competitive salaries, 
the Texas Access to Justice Foundation will entertain applications from such programs for other 
strategies to help retain employees, including attorneys.  Other potential activities to improve 
retention of employees include, but are not limited to: 
 

 Offering opportunities for professional development and training; 
 Enhancing fringe benefits, including creating or improving pension plans; and 
 Creating new career opportunities for more experienced professionals. 

ANALYSIS 

This recommendation is grounded in strong concern on the part of TAJF that salaries for a large 
percentage of the attorneys among its grantees have lagged far behind what is competitive in other 
public interest areas, let alone the private sector.  The results of the three surveys conducted by 
TAJF, including one of all employees of its grantees; the testimony offered at the Texas 
Comparability Forum on January 17, 2008; and several national studies, all speak to the essential 
importance of addressing chronically low salaries.  This recommendation, therefore, signals the 
commitment of TAJF to supporting its grantees in improving salaries throughout the system.  If 
salaries in the legal aid system are not at a crisis level, they soon will be and it is essential to start 
addressing the problem. 

The recommendation does not limit the use of the Salary cap improvement and Staff Retention 
Funds to increasing salaries, because some grantees have addressed their salary needs and need 
neither strong impetus nor financial support for making necessary changes.  The recommendation 
provides the opportunity for those programs that have addressed their salary needs to apply for 
these funds for other strategies to help retain employees, including attorneys.  To apply for a grant in 
an area other than for salary increases, the applicant should demonstrate that its salaries are 
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competitive.  Possible areas of focus for such applications are suggested, but they are intended only 
as examples. 

Suggested Salary Levels 

The Recommendation sets benchmark salary levels for various years of experience as a guide to 
programs in determining if their salaries would be deemed competitive by TAJF.  The salaries 
suggested in the Recommendation are based on a study, entitled 2007 Attorney Salary Survey: Not 
for Profit Organizations, conducted by the Hay Group on behalf of the National Consumer Law 
Center and the Center for Public Representation (hereafter, Hay Group Report).  The Hay Group 
Report was based on a survey of a cross-section of legal aid organization across the country.  The 
results, therefore, do not purport to be competitive public interest salaries, but rather comparable 
salaries in legal aid organizations.  They are suggested as an initial benchmark in the 
recommendation, because a survey of salaries actually paid by programs, as reported below, 
indicated that a large majority of attorneys in the system do not come close to competitive legal aid 
salaries, let alone public interest ones.2 

The need to improve salaries  

The strong focus of this recommendation on improving salaries is based upon three sources of 
information: 1) results of the Comparability Planning Survey conducted by the Texas Access to 
Justice Foundation in late 2007; 2) the nearly universal identification of the need to address salaries 
in testimony offered at the Texas Comparability Forum held on January 17, 2008; and 3) the results 
of two recent surveys conducted by the TAJF staff regarding salaries currently paid by its grantees to 
their staff. 

2007 Comparability Planning Survey.  In early December, 2007, the Texas Access to Justice 
Foundation distributed an online survey to approximately 1000 staff members of the legal aid 
programs it funds.  The stated purpose of the survey was to help the Texas Access to Justice 
Foundation "determine how most appropriately to use the additional moneys that will result from 
the recent change in interest rates paid IOLTA accounts."  Timely responses were submitted by 481 
of the potential respondents.   

Among the questions asked in the survey was how respondents believed the increased funding 
available to TAJF as a result of IOLTA comparability should be targeted.  Respondents were asked 
to state the relative importance of eight possible ways that the new funds might be expended.  Those 
choices were: 

 To help establish and maintain more competitive salaries in programs 
 To help program staff meet their student loan obligations 
 To maximize the technological capacity of programs 
 To address new and emerging unmet substantive needs of low income communities 
 To expand service to populations that are not being served 
 To increase capacity in current areas of work where demand outstrips resources to 

respond 

                                                 
2  It is significant to note, that a number of state funders that have committed to addressing low salaries in their states 

have set the much higher figure of public defender or other government attorneys, rather than comparable national 
standards for legal aid programs.  See for instance, Investing in Justice: A framework for Effective Recruitment 
and Retention of Illinois Legal Aid Attorneys (The Chicago Bar Foundation and the Illinois Coalition for Equal 
Justice November 2006).  The Virginia Legislature recently approved a filing fee increase for the express purpose of 
increasing legal aid salaries to the same level as Public Defenders. 
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 To support creation of a reserve at a state level 
 To support creation of a reserve in their program 

Respondents were not asked to rank the options, but rather to indicate the relative importance on a 
five-point scale ranging from "very important" to "very unimportant."  As noted in a Report on the 
survey presented at the Comparability Forum, almost 96% of the respondents identified addressing 
salaries as "very important" (70%), or "important" (25.8%).  Significantly, among staff with less than 
two years experience, 96% identified the need to increase salaries as "very important." 

The comments to the survey contained a number of very strong statements regarding the 
importance of addressing salary needs.  One comment, for instance, noted that: "A new teacher in 
Fort Worth has a higher starting salary than a new legal aid attorney."  The comment went on to ask 
rhetorically whether it was reasonable to "expect an attorney to devote his entire career to legal aid 
when he knows he will never be able to provide for a family?" 

Texas Comparability Forum, January 17, 2007.  A large number of the witnesses at the 
Comparability Forum on January 17, 2008 stated a similar concern about the impact of low salaries 
on recruitment and retention of staff.  One director of an immigration counseling service noted that 
her program's experience is that 18 months after staff begin, they have become "highly skilled and 
marketable," and they leave for higher salaries.  Data from the salary and staffing surveys conducted 
by TAJF show that experience of other legal aid grantees of TAJF is the same: there is a significant 
drop-off throughout the system in the number of attorneys with more than two years experience. 

Related National Studies.  The concerns expressed in Texas regarding the need to address salaries 
reflect similar concerns that have gained national attention.  Two recent, major studies examined the 
factors that affect recruitment and retention in legal aid and found that chronically low salaries, 
particularly coupled with high student loans, are having a significantly corrosive effect on legal aid 
services across the nation.  Investing in Justice: A framework for Effective Recruitment and 
Retention of Illinois Legal Aid Attorneys (The Chicago Bar Foundation and the Illinois Coalition 
for Equal Justice November 2006) and  The Quest for the Best: Attorney Recruitment and 
Retention Challenges for Florida Civil Legal Aid (Kelly Carmody and Associates, September 
2007).  Investing in Justice, the Illinois report, found that "pay dissatisfaction was the strongest 
correlate of turnover intentions” among attorneys surveyed.  More than half of attorneys surveyed 
were planning to leave their position within the next three years.  (Page 6.)  The report 
recommended that at a minimum, legal aid compensation should be comparable to compensation 
paid to government or other public service lawyers. 

Results of surveys regarding salaries paid by grantees.  In late January, 2008, TAJF obtained 
information from its grantees regarding their current salaries.  The data demonstrate that there is a 
wide range in grantees' compensation packages, but that a significant percentage of grantees pay 
salaries that are well below the benchmarks suggested in this recommendation.  For entry level 
salaries, only four grantees pay at or above the benchmark level.  More significantly, as experience 
levels increase, the number of grantees which pay at or near the benchmark levels dwindles 
significantly; only one grantee pays salaries at or near the benchmark at higher levels of experience.   

The chart which is attached as Attachment (A) shows the array of salaries paid and demonstrates 
two salient factors.  First, at every salary level, a very high percentage of grantees fall below the 
proposed benchmarks and the differential from the benchmark increases significantly as experience 
levels increase.  Thus, while entry-level and second-year salaries for most grantees are within $5,000 
to $10,000 of the benchmark, many attorneys at a more experienced level are $20,000 to more than 
$30,000 off the mark. 



Although the salary differentials between the benchmarks and what is actually paid increase as the 
years of experience increases, the most significant cost to bringing programs in line with the 
benchmark will be at the lower end of the scale.  This is because there are more than 100 lawyers in 
the system below the benchmark level for entry-level and one to two year attorneys.  A rough 
calculation comparing current salaries to the benchmark for these two groups suggest that the cost 
to bring those hundred plus attorneys into line would be slightly over $1 million.   
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The survey data demonstrate one very unusual factor of about staffing patterns that exist throughout 
the state.  Texas has a very large number of entry-level and relatively inexperienced attorneys and has 
a smaller but significantly large number of attorneys with more than sixteen years experience.  The 
relative number of attorneys between four years and fifteen years of experience in contrast is 
relatively low.  Nearly all of those lawyers are employed by one of the three LSC grantees. 

The cost to bring the salaries of attorneys with more than 15 years experience is more difficult to 
gauge than the cost of attorneys at the early stages of their career.  According to the survey 
responses, there are approximately 53 attorneys in the system who have more than 15 years 
experience.  Of these, 25 work for an LSC grantee that pays salaries at or above the targeted amount.  
The other 28 attorneys, however, are well below the targeted level, many in a range of $30,000 or 
more below.  Thirteen of the more experienced attorneys have more than 20 years experience with 
an LSC grantee.  Their salaries are in the $65,000 to $75,000 range. 

Other staff positions.  Much of the data collected in Texas as well as the concern expressed 
nationally focus on staff attorney positions since attorneys are key to providing assistance to low-
income persons.  Data obtained in the salary survey conducted by TAJF indicate that salaries for 
other positions are also low.  Twenty four grantees use paralegals, and three of those pay less than 
$20,000 for their paralegals who have no degree.  Twenty three of twenty four respondents pay 
those paralegals less than $30,000 per year. 
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Paralegals with a degree fare better, but salaries are generally also very low.  Of the 22 grantees 
responding to the survey, 17 pay salaries below $30,000 to paralegals with a degree, and one pays 
less than $20,000.  Five of the 22 programs pay maximum salaries between $40,000 and $50,000.   

Salaries for secretaries are also generally low.  Of 22 grantees who responded to the survey regarding 
secretarial salaries, 14 pay salaries of $25,000 or less, with six of those paying less than $20,000.  
Salaries for secretarial and support staff among the LSC grantees ranged from a low of $22,000 to a 
high of $55,500. 

Other staff retention strategies.  As noted in the previous discussion, the salary survey conducted 
by TAJF indicates that the vast majority of its grantees pay very low salaries.  However, it is not 
universally a problem among legal service providers in the state.  Four providers have starting 
salaries for entry-level attorneys between $45,000 and $55,000.  Two providers pay attorneys with 11 
to 15 years experience up to $85,000 annually.  It would not be fair to programs which have 
addressed fair compensation needs for their staff to allocate infrastructure funding only for salary 
increases.  A program which has maintained competitive salaries may, therefore, seek funding under 
this allocation for projects which are designed to encourage retention of staff.  Such efforts include 
but are not limited to: 
 

 Training and professional development 
 Improvement of fringe benefits, including pension plans 
 Creation of career opportunities for or experienced employees 

 
 
II. ENHANCED SERVICES TO POOR TEXANS 

 
 
Recommendation:  Foundation staff recommends that the Foundation (1) allots 1.5 million 
dollars to provide a percentage increase to current TAJF grantees, (2) allots 2.0 million 
dollars to provide services to underserved areas across the state, and (3) allots $250,000 to 
provide services to “gap” areas. 
 
 

A. A percentage increase to current providers 
 
TAJF grantees have had basically level funding from the Foundation for the past 4+ years with no 
consideration given to the increased cost of doing business as a result of changing economic factors.  
The cost of gasoline, so that advocates and intake workers can reach destinations within their service 
area but far away from their office, is but one example.  With the recent downturn in the economy, 
fundraising opportunities will grow increasingly more difficult.  To assist grantees to address these 
increased expenses would benefit all of our grantees since all of them suffer these costs and few 
have a funding source willing to account for them.  It is recommended that current grantees receive 
a percentage increase based on their 2007-2008 total TAJF funding.  There are several ways in which 
this could be accomplished.  Examples of possibilities are illustrated in the attached spreadsheet 
(Attachment B). 
 
 

 - 7 -



 - 8 -

B. Underserved areas 
 
TAJF grantees are not able to reach at the same level all counties in the state.  Proximity to an office 
is critical in obtaining more than telephone legal advice and some level of brief services.  While toll-
free numbers makes contacting the legal aid office that serves a county easier, it does not address the 
barriers created by lack of presence, including an inability to cost-effectively conduct face-to-face in 
depth client interviews and make court appearances.  Additionally, the further a legal aid office is 
from a given area, the less likely the community will rely on the program to provide services when 
needed for the simple reason that the client community is unaware of the existence of the 
organization or the services it provides.  The ability to educate the community about its 
responsibilities and remedies under the law is almost impossible.  Those who know of the legal aid 
organization and can access its services are those in closest proximity to a physical presence – 
whether that is a permanent office or a location where they know the legal aid program staff is 
available on a frequent and regular basis.   
 
To provide services to underserved areas of the state, the Foundation should provide targeted 
funding to the LSC providers, the backbone of our legal aid delivery system and the only 
opportunity for boots on the ground in these difficult to reach locations.  We recommend setting 
aside $1.5 million be distributed on the basis of poverty population based on each of the program’s 
plan for addressing the needs identified by the TAJF staff research.  Attached (C) you will find a 
chart that sets forth by county and LSC program the percentage that each county is of the state 
poverty population and the extent to which each of the programs closed cases (on either a limited or 
extended service basis) in the county during 2007.  We propose to identify for them, based on our 
research, these areas and ask that they submit a plan for closing the service gap, getting them closer 
to providing both extended and limited services in some of these vulnerable areas.  

 
C. “Gap” areas 
 
Civil legal aid lawyers can be a critical lifeline enabling low-income people to preserve a home 
against illegal eviction, recover back wages owed by an employer, or secure food and medicine for a 
sick child.  
 
In 1996, the government restricted legal aid programs that get any LSC funding from engaging in 
many important activities on behalf of clients.  For example, LSC grantees cannot represent: 
  

1) anyone in prison;  

2) many documented and  

3) all undocumented immigrants. 
 
The government also barred LSC grantees from spending their own privately raised money to 
finance these activities.  If LSC grantees want to use their own money to represent certain 
immigrants, for example, they would have to start a separate organization, with separate offices, staff 
and equipment.  This rule would require wasting scarce money that would otherwise go toward 
serving low-income clients.   
 
There are TAJF grantees that are not bound by these rules.  TAJF staff recommends investing in 
some of those programs or, perhaps, new organizations that can provide some of the services that 
are currently not being provided or being provided only on a very limited basis.  An example is the 
funding TAJF provides to the Equal Justice Center to insure that persons, even those who are not 
documented, receive the wages promised them for their labor.  This service is needed throughout 
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Texas, especially in all the major metropolitan areas but is currently only available in the Austin area.  
Investing in this service throughout Texas helps not only the worker but maintaining a decent wage, 
generally, across the state.    
 
Another area in which TAJF has had an impact these last couple of years is representation of 
prisoners who have not been afforded their basic human rights by prison personnel like the right to 
medical care.   
 
An area badly in need of attention is the basic civil legal needs of persons who are not documented.  
There are organizations that provide immigration legal services but no programs that routinely offer 
legal aid in routine civil matters, like consumer problems, family law matters that do not involve 
domestic violence, landlord-tenant issues, etc.  These most vulnerable Texas residents have no 
recourse against being defrauded due to their lack of documented status in the U.S. 
 
The staff recommends setting aside funding to add or increase these desperately needed services in 
Texas.   



 
Attachment (A) 

 
 



ATTACHMENT A 

SALARY DATA IN TEXAS 
 

GRANTEE'S SALARY LEVELS  
COMPARED TO PROPOSED BENCHMARKS 

Salary Level Number of 
Organizations 

Number of Attorneys 

Starting Salaries (Target Level $45,000) 

$30,000 - $35,000 2 2 

$35,000 - $40,000 5  (2 LSC grantees) 43 

$40,000 - $45,000 9 7 

> $45,000 41  (1 LSC Grantee) 4 

1 to 2 Years Experience (Target Level $47,500) 

$35,000 - $40,000 5 (2 LSC grantees) 46 

$40,000 - $45,000 4 3 

$45000 - $50000 4 (1 LSC grantee) 4 

>$50,000 1 1 

2 to 3 Years Experience (Target Level $50,000) 

$35000 - $40000 3  (1 LSC grantee)  6 

$40000-$45000 2  (1 LSC grantee)  14 

$45000-$50000 4 6 

>$50000 3  (1 LSC grantee) LSA 4 

3 to 4 Years Experience (Target Level $52,500)      

$35,000-$40,000 2 (1 LSC grantee)  6 

$40000-$45000 5 (1 LSC grantee)  8 

$45,000-$50,000 0 0 

>$50,000 2  (1 LSC grantee)  4 

4 to 5 Years Experience (Target Level $55,000) 

$35,000-$40,000 1 1 

                                                 
1  The number  of programs is less than the total number of grantees, because of organizations which do 

not have entry-level lawyers. 



Salary Level Number of 
Organizations 

Number of Attorneys 

$40,000-$45,000 3  (1 LSC grantee)  7 

$45,000-$50,000 2  (1 LSC grantee)  7 

$50,000- $55,000 1  (1 LSC grantee)  2 

> $55,000 2 2 

5 to 6 Years Experience (Target Level $57,500) 

$40,000-$45,000 2  (1 LSC grantee)  7 

$45000-$50000 2  (1 LSC grantee) 3 

$50000-$55000 0 0 

> $55,000 1  (1 LSC grantee)  1 

6 to 7 Years Experience (Target Level $60,000) 

$35000-$40000 1 1 

$40000-$45000 2 2 

$45000-$50000 3  (1 LSC grantee)  7 

$50000-$55000 1 2 

$55,000-$60,000 1  (1 LSC grantee)  3 

> $60,000 2  (1 LSC grantee)  3 

7 to 8 Years Experience (Target Level $62,500) 

$40,000-$45000 1 1 

$45000-$50000 2  (1 LSC grantee)  4 

$50,000-$55,000 1  (1 LSC grantee)  5 

$55000-$60000 0 0 

>$60,000 1 1 

8 to 9 Years Experience (Target Level $65,000) 

$45,000-$50,000 1 * 

$50,000-$55,000 2  (1 LSC Grantee) 2 

$55000-$60000 1  (1 LSC grantee)  2 

$60000-$65000 2 2 

> $70,000 1 0 

9 to 10 Years Experience (Target Level $67,500) 

$40000-$45000 2 2 

$55000-$60000 2  (1 LSC grantee)  5 



Salary Level Number of 
Organizations 

Number of Attorneys 

>$65,000 1  (1 LSC grantee)  1 

10 to 11 Years Experience (Target Level $70,000) 

$60000-$65000 1  (1 LSC grantee)  3 

$65,000-$70,000 1 1 

>$70,000 1  (1 LSC grantee)   1 

11 to 12 Years Experience (Target Level $72,500) 

$55,000-$60,000 1  (1 LSC grantee)  1 

$65,000 -$70,000 3  (1 LSC grantee) 3 

> $70,000 1  (1 LSC grantee) 1 

12 to 13 Years Experience (Target Level $75,000) 

   $60,000-$65,000 1 * 

    $65000-$70000 2  (1 LSC grantee)  2 

13 to 14 Years Experience (Target Level $77,500) 

   $60,000-$65,000 1 * 

$65000-$70000 1  (1 LSC grantee)  4 

$75000-$80000 2  (1 LSC grantee)  2 

14 to 15 Years Experience (Target Level $80,000) 

   $60,000-$65,000 1 * 

$65000-$70000 1  (2 LSC grantees)   5 

$80,000 1  (1 LSC grantee)  2 

15 to 16 Years Experience (Target Level $82,500) 

   $60,000-$65,000 1 * 

$65,000-$70,000 1  (1 LSC grantee)  5 

$80,000 1  (1 LSC grantee)  2 

16 to 17 Years Experience (Target Level $85,000) 

$55000-$60000 1  (1 LSC grantee)  2 

$65000-$70000 2  (1 LSC grantee)  3 

$80,000 1  (1 LSC grantee)  23 [sic.] 

17 to 18 Years Experience (Target Level $87,500) 

$65,000-$70,000 1 * 



Salary Level Number of 
Organizations 

Number of Attorneys 

$70000-$75000 1  (1 LSC grantee)  4 

18 to 19 Years Experience (Target Level $90,000) 

$53,980-$92,678 1 1 

$65000-$70000 2  (1 LSC grantee)  1 

19 to 20 Years Experience (Target Level $92,500) 

$65000-$70000 2  (1 LSC grantee)  2 

20+ Years Experience (Target Level > $95,000-$120,000) 

$65000-$70000 1  (1 LSC grantee)  0 

$65,000-$75,000 1  (1 LSC grantee)  13 

>$80,000 1 * 
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Program Name 2007-08

Discretionary Funding
8.3% Increase 
Across Board 

7.8% With $10K 
Floor 

 16.5% Increase 
With Exceptions 

Advocacy, Inc. - Statewide $143,884 11,957$              11,171$              23,675$                  
Equal Justice Center $45,000 3,740$                10,000$              10,000$                  
Legal Aid of NorthWest Texas $60,500 5,028$                10,000$              9,955$                   
Oficina Legal del Pueblo Unido, Inc.- TCRP $262,414 21,807$              20,374$              43,178$                  
Southern Disability Law Center $83,670 6,953$                10,000$              13,767$                  
Texas Advocacy Project, Inc. - Legal Hotlines $235,395 19,562$              18,276$              38,732$                  
Texas Legal Services Center $1,097,410 91,197$              85,202$              180,568$                
Texas RioGrande Legal Aid, Inc. - Bi-National Project $134,909 11,211$              10,474$              22,198$                  
Texas RioGrande Legal Aid, Inc. - Colonias $134,167 11,150$              10,417$              22,076$                  
Texas RioGrande Legal Aid, Inc. - Migrant $567,496 47,160$              44,060$              93,376$                  

TRLA Total $836,572 -$                    -$                    -$                       
University of Houston Law Center $40,000 3,324$                -$                    6,582$                   

Discretionary Total $2,804,845 233,089$             229,973$             464,105$                

East Texas
Advocacy, Inc. - East Texas $298,427 24,800$              23,170$              49,103$                  
Aid to Victims of Domestic Abuse $303,173 25,194$              23,538$              49,884$                  
Boat People SOS, Inc. $62,030 5,155$                10,000$              10,206$                  
Brazos County Civil Legal Aid Referral, Inc.(Lone Star S $40,000 3,324$                3,106$                10,000$                  
Cabrini Center for Immigration Legal Services $144,302 11,992$              11,203$              23,743$                  
Catholic Charities of Central Texas $50,000 4,155$                10,000$              8,227$                   
Catholic Charities of Dallas - East Texas* $43,537 3,618$                3,380$                7,164$                   
Catholic Charities of Southeast Texas $35,910 2,984$                10,000$              10,000$                  
Earl Carl Institute for Legal and Social Policy $50,000 4,155$                10,000$              8,227$                   
Fort Bend Lawyers Care $19,767 1,643$                10,000$              10,000$                  
Houston Volunteer Lawyers Program $233,012 19,364$              18,091$              38,340$                  
Jefferson County Bar Association and Lawyer Referral(L $40,000 3,324$                10,000$              10,000$                  
Lone Star Legal Aid $3,501,874 291,013$             271,882$             576,199$                
Montgomery County Women's Center $54,500 4,529$                10,000$              8,967$                   
NAACP - Houston $119,336 9,917$                9,265$                19,636$                  
Political Asylum Project of Austin - East Texas** $49,098 4,080$                3,812$                8,079$                   
South Texas College of Law $58,732 4,881$                10,000$              9,664$                   
Southeast Texas Legal Clinic $23,920 1,988$                10,000$              10,000$                  
University of Houston Law Center $81,943 6,810$                10,000$              13,483$                  
YMCA International $144,303 11,992$              11,204$              23,744$                  

East Texas Total $5,353,864 444,918$             478,650$             904,665$                

Northwest Texas
Advocacy, Inc - Northwest Texas $112,107 9,316$               8,704$               18,446$                  
Catholic Charities of Dallas - Northwest Texas* $188,755 15,686$              14,655$              31,058$                  
Dallas Bar Association Community Service Fund $110,787 9,207$                8,601$                18,229$                  
Legal Hospice of Texas $151,022 12,550$              11,725$              24,849$                  
Legal Aid of NorthWest Texas $3,548,876 294,919$             275,531$             583,933$                
Legal Aid Society of Lubbock $108,114 8,985$                8,394$                17,789$                  

Northwest Texas Total $4,219,661 350,663$             327,610$             694,304$                
 

Southwest Texas  
Advocacy, Inc.- Southwest Texas $392,931 32,653$              30,507$              64,653$                  
Casa de Proyecto Libertad $212,249 17,638$              16,479$              34,923$                  
Catholic Charities of San Antonio $149,976 12,463$              11,644$              24,677$                  
Diocesan Migrant & Refugee Services $185,438 15,410$              14,397$              30,512$                  
Family Violence Prevention Services, Inc. $75,794 6,299$                10,000$              12,471$                  
Las Americas Refugee Asylum Project $73,035 6,069$                10,000$              12,017$                  
Oficina Legal del Pueblo Unido, Inc.- STCRP $157,065 13,052$              12,194$              25,843$                  
Political Asylum Project of Austin - East Texas** $132,535 11,014$              10,290$              21,807$                  
Refugee and Immigrant Center for Education and 
Legal Services $38,260 3,179$                10,000$              10,000$                  
St. Mary’s Law School Clinic $68,856 5,722$                10,000$              11,330$                  
Texas RioGrande Legal Aid, Inc. - Demographic $4,047,825 332,856$             314,269$             659,047$                
Volunteer Legal Services of Central Texas $180,166 14,972$              13,988$              29,645$                  

Southwest Texas $5,714,130 471,330$             463,767$             936,926$                
 

GRAND TOTAL $18,092,500 1,500,000$          1,500,000$          3,000,000$             
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Attachment C
Percentage of LSC Program Cases Closed in 2007 as Compared to the County Poverty Population

County County Seat LSC Program
% of Texas PP in 

the County

Extended 
Percentage 
over/under

Limited 
Percentage 
over/under

Andrews Andrews LANWT 0.05% -0.005% 0.035%
Archer Archer City LANWT 0.02% 0.002% -0.005%
Armstrong Claude LANWT 0.01% 0.005% 0.001%
Bailey Muleshoe LANWT 0.03% -0.003% 0.025%
Baylor Seymour LANWT 0.02% -0.004% 0.007%
Borden Gail LANWT 0.001% 0.000% -0.001%
Briscoe Silverton LANWT 0.01% -0.004% 0.006%
Brown Brownwood LANWT 1.84% -1.725% -1.640%
Callahan Baird LANWT 0.05% -0.005% 0.036%
Carson Panhandle LANWT 0.01% 0.001% -0.008%
Castro Dimmitt LANWT 0.04% -0.011% -0.007%
Childress Childress LANWT 0.05% -0.029% -0.003%
Clay Henrietta LANWT 0.03% 0.001% 0.006%
Cochran Morton LANWT 0.02% 0.001% -0.012%
Coke Robert Lee LANWT 0.01% 0.005% 0.000%
Coleman Coleman LANWT 0.05% -0.025% -0.003%
Collin McKinney LANWT 1.01% 0.107% -0.152%
Collingsworth Wellington LANWT 0.01% -0.005% 0.005%
Comanche Comanche LANWT 0.06% -0.038% -0.034%
Concho Paint Rock LANWT 0.02% -0.013% -0.019%
Cooke Gainesville LANWT 0.14% -0.041% -0.061%
Cottle Paducah LANWT 0.01% -0.006% -0.002%
Crane Crane LANWT 0.01% -0.004% 0.014%
Crosby Crosbyton LANWT 0.04% 0.005% -0.003%
Dallam Dalhart LANWT 0.02% 0.002% -0.016%
Dallas Dallas LANWT 10.47% 0.376% 3.221%
Dawson Lamesa LANWT 0.08% -0.042% -0.017%
Deaf Smith Hereford LANWT 0.08% -0.023% -0.050%
Denton Denton LANWT 1.23% -0.162% 0.096%
Dickens Dickens LANWT 0.01% 0.004% -0.013%
Donley Clarendon LANWT 0.02% -0.012% -0.004%
Eastland Eastland LANWT 0.09% -0.033% 0.022%
Ector Odessa LANWT 0.65% 0.110% 0.500%
Ellis Waxahachie LANWT 0.39% -0.048% 0.249%
Erath Stephenville LANWT 0.14% -0.054% -0.089%
Fannin Bonham LANWT 0.13% -0.057% 0.018%
Fisher Roby LANWT 0.01% -0.005% 0.010%
Floyd Floydada LANWT 0.04% 0.009% 0.036%
Foard Crowell LANWT 0.01% -0.005% 0.012%
Gaines Seminole LANWT 0.07% -0.026% -0.016%
Garza Post LANWT 0.03% -0.008% 0.023%
Glasscock Garden City LANWT 0.002% -0.001% -0.002%

Yellow = % underserved for both extended and limited cases.
Purple = % overserved for both extended and limited
No color = % underserved in only one case category. 
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Percentage of LSC Program Cases Closed in 2007 as Compared to the County Poverty Population

County County Seat LSC Program
% of Texas PP in 

the County

Extended 
Percentage 
over/under

Limited 
Percentage 
over/under

Gray Pampa LANWT 0.08% -0.033% -0.034%
Grayson Sherman LANWT 0.30% 0.150% 0.167%
Hale Plainview LANWT 0.19% 0.147% 0.247%
Hall Memphis LANWT 0.02% -0.013% 0.015%
Hansford Spearman LANWT 0.02% -0.009% -0.006%
Hardeman Quanah LANWT 0.02% -0.007% 0.036%
Hartley Channing LANWT 0.01% -0.012% -0.013%
Haskell Haskell LANWT 0.03% 0.008% -0.011%
Hemphill Canadian LANWT 0.01% -0.005% -0.007%
Hockley Levelland LANWT 0.10% -0.007% -0.030%
Hood Granbury LANWT 0.14% 0.009% -0.033%
Howard Big Spring LANWT 0.17% -0.009% 0.069%
Hunt Greenville LANWT 0.33% -0.003% -0.035%
Hutchinson Stinnett LANWT 0.17% -0.117% -0.104%
Irion Mertzon LANWT 0.004% 0.000% -0.004%
Jack Jacksboro LANWT 0.03% -0.016% -0.010%
Johnson Cleburne LANWT 0.45% -0.144% -0.154%
Jones Anson LANWT 0.11% -0.051% -0.069%
Kaufman Kaufman LANWT 0.28% -0.053% -0.012%
Kent Jayton LANWT 0.002% 0.000% -0.002%
King Guthrie LANWT 0.001% 0.000% -0.001%
Knox Benjamin LANWT 0.02% -0.012% 0.029%
Lamb Littlefield LANWT 0.07% 0.010% 0.032%
Lipscomb Lipscomb LANWT 0.01% 0.002% -0.004%
Loving Mentone LANWT 0.0002% 0.002% 0.000%
Lubbock Lubbock LANWT 1.19% 0.863% 1.798%
Lynn Tahoka LANWT 0.03% 0.007% -0.019%
Martin Stanton LANWT 0.02% -0.010% -0.002%
McCulloch Brady LANWT 0.04% -0.015% -0.006%
Menard Menard LANWT 0.01% 0.001% -0.012%
Midland Midland LANWT 0.48% -0.087% -0.066%
Mills Goldthwaite LANWT 0.02% -0.011% 0.003%
Mitchell Colorado City LANWT 0.06% -0.045% -0.020%
Montague Montague LANWT 0.07% -0.015% -0.009%
Moore Dumas LANWT 0.08% -0.039% 0.004%
Motley Matador LANWT 0.005% -0.004% 0.001%
Nolan Sweetwater LANWT 0.08% -0.045% 0.002%
Ochiltree Perryton LANWT 0.03% -0.018% -0.006%
Oldham Vega LANWT 0.01% -0.006% -0.007%
Palo Pinto Palo Pinto LANWT 0.12% -0.024% 0.054%
Parker Weatherford LANWT 0.29% 0.025% 0.068%
Parmer Farwell LANWT 0.03% -0.021% -0.016%

Yellow = % underserved for both extended and limited cases.
Purple = % overserved for both extended and limited
No color = % underserved in only one case category. 
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County County Seat LSC Program
% of Texas PP in 

the County

Extended 
Percentage 
over/under

Limited 
Percentage 
over/under

Potter Amarillo LANWT 0.68% 0.027% -0.198%
Randall Canyon LANWT 0.23% 0.015% -0.112%
Reagan Big Lake LANWT 0.01% -0.004% -0.010%
Roberts Miami LANWT 0.001% -0.001% 0.005%
Rockwall Rockwall LANWT 0.12% 0.038% -0.020%
Runnels Ballinger LANWT 0.05% -0.024% 0.006%
San Saba San Saba LANWT 0.03% -0.006% 0.002%
Schleicher Eldorado LANWT 0.01% -0.007% -0.004%
Scurry Snyder LANWT 0.07% -0.050% 0.000%
Shackelford Albany LANWT 0.01% -0.006% 0.008%
Sherman Stratford LANWT 0.01% -0.005% -0.009%
Somervell Glen Rose LANWT 0.02% -0.009% -0.002%
Stephens Breckenridge LANWT 0.05% -0.030% -0.027%
Sterling Sterling City LANWT 0.004% -0.003% -0.004%
Stonewall Aspermont LANWT 0.01% -0.005% -0.006%
Swisher Tulia LANWT 0.04% 0.000% 0.014%
Tarrant Fort Worth LANWT 5.62% -1.521% -2.076%
Taylor Abilene LANWT 0.53% 0.087% 0.477%
Terry Brownfield LANWT 0.07% -0.002% 0.022%
Throckmorton Throckmorton LANWT 0.01% -0.006% 0.007%
Tom Green San Angelo LANWT 0.44% -0.018% 0.145%
Upton Rankin LANWT 0.01% -0.007% 0.012%
Ward Monahans LANWT 0.05% -0.011% 0.027%
Wheeler Wheeler LANWT 0.02% -0.007% -0.009%
Wichita Wichita Falls LANWT 0.52% 0.125% 0.433%
Wilbarger Vernon LANWT 0.06% 0.078% 0.044%
Winkler Kermit LANWT 0.03% -0.006% 0.022%
Wise Decatur LANWT 0.16% -0.008% 0.006%
Yoakum Plains LANWT 0.03% -0.003% -0.009%
Young Graham LANWT 0.08% -0.009% -0.018%

Yellow = % underserved for both extended and limited cases.
Purple = % overserved for both extended and limited
No color = % underserved in only one case category. 
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Anderson Palestine LSLA 0.31% -0.253% -0.302%
Angelina Lufkin LSLA 0.37% -0.262% -0.234%
Austin Bellville LSLA 0.08% 0.007% 0.045%
Bell Belton LSLA 0.89% 0.343% -0.312%
Bosque Meridian LSLA 0.07% -0.050% -0.016%
Bowie Boston LSLA 0.42% -0.034% -0.314%
Brazoria Angleton LSLA 0.82% 0.471% -0.187%
Brazos Bryan LSLA 0.79% -0.125% -0.597%
Burleson Caldwell LSLA 0.07% -0.010% -0.056%
Camp Pittsburg LSLA 0.06% -0.031% -0.013%
Cass Linden LSLA 0.14% -0.054% -0.087%
Chambers Anahuac LSLA 0.08% -0.017% -0.032%
Cherokee Rusk LSLA 0.23% -0.141% 0.215%
Colorado Columbus LSLA 0.08% -0.058% -0.025%
Coryell Gatesville LSLA 0.26% -0.124% -0.206%
Delta Cooper LSLA 0.02% -0.014% -0.011%
Falls Marlin LSLA 0.10% -0.058% -0.051%
Fayette La Grange LSLA 0.07% -0.052% -0.054%
Fort Bend Richmond LSLA 1.05% -0.346% -0.718%
Franklin Mount Vernon LSLA 0.04% -0.025% -0.006%
Freestone Fairfield LSLA 0.08% -0.066% -0.044%
Galveston Galveston LSLA 1.00% 0.051% -0.636%
Gregg Longview LSLA 0.50% -0.166% 0.099%
Grimes Anderson LSLA 0.11% -0.039% -0.095%
Hamilton Hamilton LSLA 0.03% -0.012% -0.027%
Hardin Kountze LSLA 0.17% -0.099% -0.110%
Harris Houston LSLA 17.14% 7.300% -1.969%
Harrison Marshall LSLA 0.26% -0.141% -0.044%
Henderson Athens LSLA 0.35% -0.226% -0.242%
Hill Hillsboro LSLA 0.02% 0.011% 0.058%
Hopkins Sulphur Springs LSLA 0.13% -0.101% -0.011%
Houston Crockett LSLA 0.13% -0.085% -0.088%
Jasper Jasper LSLA 0.17% -0.097% -0.130%
Jefferson Beaumont LSLA 1.20% -0.459% 0.542%
Lamar Paris LSLA 0.23% -0.132% 0.173%
Lampasas Lampasas LSLA 0.07% -0.032% -0.065%
Lee Giddings LSLA 0.05% 0.006% -0.014%
Leon Centerville LSLA 0.06% -0.020% -0.042%
Liberty Liberty LSLA 0.32% -0.131% -0.174%
Limestone Groesbeck LSLA 0.11% -0.078% -0.033%
Madison Madisonville LSLA 0.07% -0.034% -0.058%

Yellow = % underserved for both extended and limited cases.
Purple = % overserved for both extended and limited
No color = % underserved in only one case category. 
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Percentage of LSC Program Cases Closed in 2007 as Compared to the County Poverty Population

County County Seat LSC Program
% of Texas PP in 

the County

Extended 
Percentage 
over/under

Limited 
Percentage 
over/under

Marion Jefferson LSLA 0.06% -0.028% -0.019%
Matagorda Bay City LSLA 0.18% -0.047% -0.102%
McLennan Waco LSLA 1.09% -0.610% 0.077%
Milam Cameron LSLA 0.11% -0.039% -0.098%
Montgomery Conroe LSLA 1.07% -0.113% -0.411%
Morris Daingerfield LSLA 0.06% -0.035% -0.007%
Nacogdoches Nacogdoches LSLA 0.32% -0.121% -0.224%
Navarro Corsicana LSLA 0.22% -0.175% -0.161%
Newton Newton LSLA 0.08% -0.055% -0.072%
Orange Orange LSLA 0.33% -0.154% -0.148%
Panola Carthage LSLA 0.09% -0.049% -0.031%
Polk Livingston LSLA 0.20% -0.113% -0.179%
Rains Emory LSLA 0.04% -0.029% -0.001%
Red River Clarksville LSLA 0.06% -0.048% -0.016%
Robertson Franklin LSLA 0.08% -0.042% -0.074%
Rusk Henderson LSLA 0.19% -0.131% -0.144%
Sabine Hemphill LSLA 0.05% -0.023% -0.021%
San Augustine San Augustine LSLA 0.05% -0.039% -0.023%
San Jacinto Coldspring LSLA 0.12% -0.077% -0.080%
Shelby Center LSLA 0.13% -0.092% -0.103%
Smith Tyler LSLA 0.74% -0.456% -0.392%
Titus Mount Pleasant LSLA 0.13% -0.100% -0.023%
Trinity Groveton LSLA 0.07% -0.033% -0.062%
Tyler Woodville LSLA 0.10% -0.077% -0.067%
Upshur Gilmer LSLA 0.16% -0.102% -0.120%
Van Zandt Canton LSLA 0.19% -0.122% -0.123%
Walker Huntsville LSLA 0.35% -0.218% -0.306%
Waller Hempstead LSLA 0.16% -0.094% -0.013%
Washington Brenham LSLA 0.11% -0.043% -0.028%
Wharton Wharton LSLA 0.17% 0.043% -0.131%
Wood Quitman LSLA 0.16% -0.109% -0.098%

Yellow = % underserved for both extended and limited cases.
Purple = % overserved for both extended and limited
No color = % underserved in only one case category. 
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County County Seat LSC Program
% of Texas PP in 

the County

Extended 
Percentage 
over/under

Limited 
Percentage 
over/under

Aransas Rockport TRLA 0.12% -0.042% -0.056%
Atascosa Jourdanton TRLA 0.22% -0.128% -0.095%
Bandera Bandera TRLA 0.07% -0.013% -0.035%
Bastrop Bastrop TRLA 0.24% 0.052% 0.073%
Bee Beeville TRLA 0.22% -0.150% -0.150%
Bexar San Antonio TRLA 7.07% -0.151% 1.553%
Blanco Johnson City TRLA 0.03% 0.005% -0.025%
Brewster Alpine TRLA 0.04% -0.007% -0.003%
Brooks Falfurrias TRLA 0.06% -0.040% -0.046%
Burnet Burnet TRLA 0.13% -0.008% -0.053%
Caldwell Lockhart TRLA 0.14% -0.046% 0.030%
Calhoun Port Lavaca TRLA 0.09% -0.015% -0.041%
Cameron Brownsville TRLA 2.99% -1.370% -1.413%
Comal New Braunfels TRLA 0.25% -0.001% 0.047%
Crockett Ozona TRLA 0.02% 0.001% -0.016%
Culberson Van Horn TRLA 0.01% -0.007% 0.010%
DeWitt Cuero TRLA 0.10% -0.038% -0.041%
Dimmit Carrizo Springs TRLA 0.08% -0.041% -0.052%
Duval San Diego TRLA 0.08% -0.066% -0.077%
Edwards Rocksprings TRLA 0.01% -0.005% -0.011%
El Paso El Paso TRLA 4.76% 0.465% 6.559%
Frio Pearsall TRLA 0.12% 0.422% 0.725%
Gillespie Fredericksburg TRLA 0.06% -0.031% -0.051%
Goliad Goliad TRLA 0.03% -0.012% -0.023%
Gonzales Gonzales TRLA 0.09% -0.025% -0.051%
Guadalupe Seguin TRLA 0.32% -0.105% -0.116%
Hays San Marcos TRLA 0.04% 0.413% 0.282%
Hidalgo Edinburg TRLA 5.61% -2.594% -2.107%
Hudspeth Sierra Blanca TRLA 0.02% -0.012% -0.005%
Jackson Edna TRLA 0.05% -0.022% -0.035%
Jeff Davis Fort Davis TRLA 0.01% -0.003% 0.006%
Jim Hogg Hebbronville TRLA 0.03% -0.022% -0.017%
Jim Wells Alice TRLA 0.23% -0.163% -0.188%
Karnes Karnes City TRLA 0.10% -0.020% 0.004%
Kendall Boerne TRLA 0.07% -0.015% -0.021%
Kenedy Sarita TRLA 0.001% 0.004% -0.001%
Kerr Kerrville TRLA 0.16% -0.034% -0.060%
Kimble Junction TRLA 0.02% -0.013% -0.020%
Kinney Brackettville TRLA 0.02% 0.005% 0.008%
Kleberg Kingsville TRLA 0.18% -0.120% -0.138%
La Salle Cotulla TRLA 0.04% -0.022% -0.041%

Yellow = % underserved for both extended and limited cases.
Purple = % overserved for both extended and limited
No color = % underserved in only one case category. 
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Lavaca Hallettsville TRLA 0.06% -0.049% -0.039%
Live Oak George West TRLA 0.05% -0.030% -0.042%
Llano Llano TRLA 0.06% -0.004% -0.041%
Mason Mason TRLA 0.01% -0.006% -0.013%
Maverick Eagle Pass TRLA 0.38% -0.064% 0.279%
McMullen Tilden TRLA 0.003% 0.000% -0.003%
Medina Hondo TRLA 0.18% -0.047% -0.079%
Nueces Corpus Christi TRLA 1.64% 0.040% 0.170%
Pecos Fort Stockton TRLA 0.09% -0.078% -0.064%
Presidio Marfa TRLA 0.05% -0.045% -0.004%
Real Leakey TRLA 0.02% -0.010% -0.017%
Reeves Pecos TRLA 0.08% -0.047% -0.060%
Refugio Refugio TRLA 0.03% -0.009% -0.023%
San Patricio Sinton TRLA 0.34% -0.126% -0.150%
Starr Rio Grande City TRLA 0.56% -0.476% -0.448%
Sutton Sonora TRLA 0.01% -0.008% -0.014%
Terrell Sanderson TRLA 0.00% 0.007% 0.008%
Travis Austin TRLA 3.46% 6.050% 2.876%
Uvalde Uvalde TRLA 0.16% 0.004% 0.002%
Val Verde Del Rio TRLA 0.28% -0.004% 0.076%
Victoria Victoria TRLA 0.36% 0.054% -0.199%
Webb Laredo TRLA 1.63% -0.859% -0.630%
Willacy Raymondville TRLA 0.16% -0.095% -0.124%
Williamson Georgetown TRLA 0.66% 0.715% -0.010%
Wilson Floresville TRLA 0.12% -0.038% -0.072%
Zapata Zapata TRLA 0.10% -0.073% 0.007%
Zavala Crystal City TRLA 0.10% -0.027% -0.008%

Yellow = % underserved for both extended and limited cases.
Purple = % overserved for both extended and limited
No color = % underserved in only one case category. 
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Appendix Report of Additional Texas Bar Foundation Grants 
 
Exclusively Civil Legal Services for Underprivileged Texans  
(financial means test required for persons being served)  
June 1, 2000 through May 31, 2008 (Eight Years) 

Civil Legal Services – with financial means test 87 Grants for a Total Amount of  $1,624,353 

 

Activities Supported by Texas Bar Foundation Grants for Civil Legal Services 

 

Salary Grants  

Number of Grants for Salary 25 

Amount of Salary Dollars Awarded $649,596 

Technology Grants (hardware, software, phone systems, and training) 

Number of Technology Grants 23 

Amount of Technology Dollars Awarded $473,976 

Training for Attorneys Who Serve Indigent Clients 

Number of Grants for Training for Attorneys Who Serve Indigent Clients 18 

Number of Grants for Training for Attorneys Who Serve Indigent Clients $219,670 

Legal Clinics or Seminars for Groups of Clients 

Number of Grants for Clinics or Client Seminars 7 

Amount of Grants for Clinics or Client Seminars $67,951 

Texas Access to Justice Commission Support 

Number of Grants for Texas Access to Justice Commission Support 1 

Amount of Grants for Texas Access to Justice Commission Support $44,000 

Client Identification and Outreach 

Number of Grants for Client Identification/Outreach 4 

Amount of Grants for Client Identification/Outreach $40,410 

Printed Materials to Distribute to Clients 

Number of Grants for Printed Client Materials 3 

Amount of Grants for Printed Client Materials $33,000 

Materials and Support for Pro Bono Attorneys 

Number of Grants for Materials and Support for Pro Bono Attorneys 4 

Amount of Grants for Materials and Support for Pro Bono Attorneys $67,750 

Research of Laws and Legal Procedures 

Number of Grants for Research of Laws and Legal Procedures 1 

Amount of Grants for Research of Laws and Legal Procedures $20,000 

Legal Fees for Indigent Clients 

Number of Grants for Legal Fees for Indigent Clients 1 

Amount of Grants for Legal Fees for Indigent Clients $8,000 

 

djones
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Organizations Supported by Texas Bar Foundation Grants for Civil Legal Services 

Number of Organizations Receiving Grants 49 

 

Ad Litem Task Force, Inc. 

American Bar Association Fund for Justice 

and Education 

Bexar County Women's Bar Foundation 

Boat People S O S Inc. 

Catholic Charities of Dallas, Immigration 

Counseling Services 

Catholic Charities of Southeast Texas 

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of 

Galveston-Houston 

Catholic Family Service Inc. 

Dallas Legal Hospice 

Earl Carl Institute for Legal and Social 

Policy, Inc. 

El Paso County Domestic Relations Office 

El Paso Legal Assistance Society 

Family Crisis Center of the Big Bend 

Family Violence Prevention Services, Inc. 

Hidalgo County Bar Foundation, Inc. 

Houston Volunteer Lawyers Program, Inc. 

Human Rights Documentation Exchange 

Human Rights Initiative of North Texas, Inc. 

International Rescue Committee, Dallas 

Regional Office 

Las Americas Immigrant Advocacy Center 

Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under 

Law of Texas, Immigrant & Refugee 

Rights Project 

Legal Aid of NorthWest Texas 

Legal Aid Society of Lubbock 

Lone Star Legal Aid 

Lutheran Ministries and Social Services 

NAACP Houston Branch 

Nueces County Neighborhood Justice, Inc. 

Opportunity Center for the Homeless 

Political Asylum Project of Austin 'PAPA' 

ProBAR  

Refugee Services of Texas 

San Antonio Bar Association 

Southeast Texas Legal Clinic 

Southern Disability Law Center 

St. Mary's University School of Law 

State Bar of Texas 

State Bar of Texas Committee on Laws 

Relating to Immigration & Nationality 

Texas Access to Justice Commission 

Texas Access to Justice Foundation 

Texas Advocacy Project, Inc. 

Texas C-BAR 

Texas Legal Services Center 

Texas RioGrande Legal Aid, Inc. 

The Equal Justice Center 

University of Texas Law School Foundation 

Volunteer Legal Services of Central Texas 

Volunteer Services Council for Abilene 

State School Inc. 

West Texas Legal Services (WTLS) 

William Wayne Justice Center for Public 

Interest Law at The University of Texas 

School of Law.

 

 

On the following pages you will find detailed information regarding the most recent four 

years of grants for civil legal services funded by the Texas Bar Foundation.  Along with a 

brief description of the project, there is the name of the recipient organization, the project 
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title, and the amount awarded.  The grants are sorted in descending order by the amount 

of the grant award. 

 

The board of trustees of the Texas Bar Foundation appreciates the opportunity to describe 

the work of the Bar Foundation in providing civil legal services to the poor of Texas.  

Please contact me if there is additional information that you wish the Texas Bar 

Foundation to provide. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Anne R. Yeakel 

Executive Director 

Texas Bar Foundation 
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TEXAS BAR FOUNDATION 
Civil Legal Service Grants Awarded June 1, 2004, through May 31, 2008 –  
Four Years of Grants 
61 Grants for $1,282,558 

 
Advocacy, Incorporated   $66,000 
“Protection and Advocacy Services for People with Disabilities displaced by Hurricane Katrina” 

This grant provided salary support for an attorney, a disability advocate, and clerical staff 

for the Beaumont office to serve disabled persons displaced by hurricanes.  

 

Texas RioGrande Legal Aid, Inc.   $60,200 
“Hurricane Katrina Disaster Legal Assistance” 

This grant paid the expense of one attorney for six months and covered $30,200 of costs 

incurred for establishing a hotline to serve people displaced by hurricanes.  

 

Legal Aid of NorthWest Texas   $50,500 
“Video Conferencing Project” 

This project connects Legal Aid of NorthWest Texas' fourteen branch offices and 

administrative offices, with the goal to improve communication, enhance internal training 

opportunities and reduce travel expenses.  

 

ProBAR (Grant of $50,000 each year for 4 years) $200,000 
“Children's Assistance Project” 

A joint project of the State Bar of Texas, American Immigration Lawyers Association and 

the American Bar Association, the South Texas Pro Bono Asylum Representation Project 

focuses on the representation of immigrant and refugee children detained in Immigration 

and Naturalization Service custody in the Rio Grande Valley.  

 

Las Americas Immigrant Advocacy Center   $50,000 
“Justice for Women and Children Project(JWCP)” 

Las Americas, based in El Paso, used this grant to expand its efforts in addressing the legal 

needs of unaccompanied immigrant children by launching extensive outreach to local 

lawyers, judges, and the community.  

 

Texas RioGrande Legal Aid, Inc.   $40,000 
“Legal Access to Rural Shelters Technology Initiative” 

The grant will fund technology upgrades for 34 locations/shelters.  Technology will include 

printers, computers, internet access, and travel expenses for IT personnel to provide 

training for new equipment.  

 

Texas RioGrande Legal Aid, Inc.   $30,000 
“Voice Over IP Project” 

Responsible for a vast service area, Texas RioGrande Legal Aid developed a centralized 

telephone intake system to serve the larger cities such as El Paso, Austin, and San Antonio. 

This grant will provide some of the funds to connect Eagle Pass, Corpus Christi, and 

Harlingen to the intake system as well.  
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Houston Volunteer Lawyers Program, Inc.   $30,000 
“Houston Area Hurricane Katrina Legal Aid” 

Grant funds were used to train volunteer and staff attorneys in Louisiana law, as well as to 

staff and equip clinics.  

 

Volunteer Legal Services of Central Texas   $27,553 
“Desktop Technology and Website Revitalization” 

Volunteer Legal Services of Central Texas provides volunteer attorneys to help low-

income individuals with their civil legal matters and also provides assistance through pro se 

clinics. This grant will help upgrade the hardware, website, and software to increase the 

effectiveness of these volunteers.  

 

Texas Access to Justice Foundation   $25,000 
“FLDS Volunteer Attorney Representation Project” 

The funds will be used to help defray the out-of-pocket expenses of pro bono lawyers in the 

FLDS litigation. In addition to this grant awarded on May 8, 2008, Mr. McAtee authorized 

the Bar Foundation to forward to Texas Access to Justice Foundation gifts received for the 

same purposes.  

 

State Bar of Texas   $25,000 
“Emergency Funding to Provide  Working Office for Pro Bono Lawyers in Regarding FLDS ad 

litem appointments in San Angelo” 

The grant would create a San Angelo office in which pro bono lawyers from around Texas 

can take care of administrative issues and work while awaiting their court settings.  

 

Las Americas Immigrant Advocacy Center   $25,000 
“Justice for Women and Children Project (JWCP)” 

Las Americas, based in El Paso, through the Justice for Women and Children Project, 

provides direct legal services and advocacy to detained children along the border. This 

grant assists with the salary of one attorney along with accreditation training for two 

paralegals to become certified legal representatives with the Board of Immigration 

Appeals.  

 

Family Crisis Center of the Big Bend   $25,000 
“Legal Advocacy for Victims of Crime” 

The Family Crisis Center of the Big Bend serves victims of domestic violence and sexual 

abuse in the area between El Paso and Midland. This grant provides partial funding for the 

salary and benefits for an advocate to assist low-income clients with a range of services 

including protective orders, custody, and court accompaniment.  

 

Family Crisis Center of the Big Bend   $25,000 
“Legal Advocacy for Victims of Crime” 

The Center serves approximately 16,000 square miles of rural West Texas. The grant pays 

for the travel, staff training, reference materials, and equipment for a legal advocate who 

serves as court interpreter and assists clients with protective orders, custody, child support, 

paternity, and VAWA immigration cases.  
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Legal Aid of NorthWest Texas   $25,000 
“Hurricane Legal Relief Project” 

With great numbers of people moving to Dallas and Fort Worth to escape hurricane 

destruction, this grant was needed to add a paralegal to work with volunteer and staff 

attorneys.  

 

Texas Legal Services Center   $25,000 
“Disaster Assistance Project” 

To help those displaced by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, this grant partially paid for a 

Louisiana legal aid attorney to serve as an advisor for legal aid providers anywhere in 

Texas.  

 

Lone Star Legal Aid   $25,000 
“Hurricane Relief Project” 

Serving 72 southeast Texas counties and the entire Louisiana-Texas border, Lone Star 

Legal Aid used this grant to help fund temporary attorneys and support staff to provide 

legal aid to evacuees from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  

 

Fort Bend County Bar Association   $25,000 
“Establishment of Fort Bend Lawyers Care” 

These grant funds provide the necessary match for an additional $20,000 from the Texas 

Access to Justice Foundation. The funds will establish a pro bono program for Fort Bend 

County.  

 

Texas Legal Services Center   $24,000 
“Legal Hotline for Texans Improvement Project” 

Obsolete equipment hampered the effectiveness of the legal aid hotline. Updated hotline 

phones and computers improved access for hurricane evacuees needing legal help to secure 

health care services.  

 

Texas Access to Justice Foundation   $23,200 
“Student Loan Repayment Assistance” 

These funds will increase the funds available for Student Loan Repayment Assistance. 

TAJF already pledged $700,000 for SLRAP, and these funds will increase that amount.  

 

State Bar of Texas Committee on Disability Issues   $20,000 
“Sign Up Fund” 

This pilot project provides deaf Texans and their attorneys sign language interpreters and 

other auxiliary services as needed. The Americans with Disabilities Act requires that 

lawyers provide interpreters if needed.  
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William Wayne Justice Center for Public Interest Law at The University of Texas School of 
Law   $20,000 
“Access to Justice Internship Program” 

Students participating in the program will be interning with legal aid organizations serving 

disadvantaged individuals and communities. The funds will go towards expenses related to 

transportation, lodging and meal costs for students and faculty to attend orientation training 

and internship classes.  

 

Texas Access to Justice Commission   $20,000 
“Access to Justice Summer Internship Program” 

Stipends for participating law students  

 

NAACP Houston Branch   $20,000 
“Technology Enhancement Project” 

NAACP-Houston Branch legal department provides legal services for low-income people 

primarily in the Houston area. This grant will partially fund hardware and software to 

permit remote access to client files, to permit e-filing, and to train staff and volunteer 

attorneys on the new technology.  

 

Legal Aid Society of Lubbock   $20,000 
“Parent Child Relationship Division” 

This division of the Legal Aid Society of Lubbock helps unmarried parents establish 

conservatorship, child support, visitation, and paternity for the indigent children of 

Lubbock County, and thus encourages parents to take financial responsibility for their 

children.  

 

Houston Volunteer Lawyers Program, Inc.   $20,000 
“2005 Technology Plan” 

This grant will help the Houston Volunteer Lawyers Program (HVLP) design and construct 

a website, which will provide information to the public and to volunteer attorneys about 

HVLP programs and volunteer opportunities, as well as links to community resources and 

pro se information.  

Catholic Family Service Inc.   $20,000 
“Rural Immigration Impact Project” 

This grant will create a new, fully-accredited immigration program for the Amarillo area by 

assisting with the costs of training an immigration counselor.  

 

Human Rights Initiative of North Texas, Inc.   $19,000 
“Pro Bono Case Management Software” 

The software includes case management software designed for pro bono use, immigrant 

forms software, and technical support for one year.  The organization is also requesting a 

projector to assist with training for pro bono attorneys.  
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Texas RioGrande Legal Aid, Inc.   $19,000 
“Training, Outreach, Dialogue and Service (TODAS)” 

This grant provided training in mental health matters for staff attorneys and paralegals in 

south and central Texas to improve assistance to clients whose mental disabilities impact 

their legal needs.  

 

Legal Aid of NorthWest Texas   $17,200 
“Access to Justice Project” 

Legal Aid of NorthWest Texas provides legal representation for people living in poverty 

throughout a vast area of Texas. This grant will provide a laptop computer in the Abilene, 

Amarillo, Denton, Fort Worth, Lubbock, Midland, Odessa, and Wichita Falls branch 

offices. The computers primarily will be used at off-site intake clinics.  

 

San Antonio Bar Association   $15,725 
“Community Justice Program” 

The San Antonio Bar Association through its Community Justice Program provides free 

legal services to low-income Texans through neighborhood clinics, which are staffed by 

volunteer attorneys. The grant will help pay for a technology center at the courthouse that 

volunteer attorneys may use, especially during trials, hearings, or mediations.  

 

William Wayne Justice Center for Public Interest Law at The University of Texas School of 
Law   $15,280 
“Access to Justice Internship Program” 

This program places law-student interns in legal service provider offices. The providers are 

in areas of Texas rarely served by law school interns.  The goal is to encourage more 

students to help address the legal problems of disadvantaged individuals and communities.  

 

Lutheran Ministries and Social Services   $15,200 
“Legal Assistance Project (LAP)” 

The Legal Assistance Project provides greater access to the civil justice system for low to 

moderate income citizens of McLennan and surrounding counties.  

 

Catholic Family Service Inc.   $15,000 
“Expansion of Rural Immigration Impact Project” 

Funds will be used to complete accreditation training for 2 staff people, and hire and begin 

training for an additional staff attorney.  The attorneys travel a circuit around the 

surrounding counties assisting with immigration and citizenship legal issues.  

 

Southern Disability Law Center   $15,000 
“Access to Medicaid Services for Children and Youth with Disabilities” 

With this grant, the Southern Disability Law Center will create a 20-page handbook 

describing the recent changes that have expanded medical services available for Texas 

children with disabilities, procedures families can use to access these expanded services, 

and their due process rights if services are denied.  
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Texas Access to Justice Commission   $14,000 
“Advocacy Training for Legal Aid Lawyers” 

Taught by members of the American College of Trial Lawyers and the Appellate Section of 

the State Bar, a one-week Texas Trial Academy provided training for approximately 30 

legal aid attorneys. This grant helped defray the transportation costs to Austin and provided 

for videotaping each trainee.  

 

Texas Access to Justice Foundation   $13,750 
“Reimburse Expenses of Pro Bono Attorneys Assisting with FLDS/Eldorado Matters” 

 

Catholic Charities of Southeast Texas   $12,500 
“Immigration Services” 

Catholic Charities of Beaumont is the only accredited non-profit program in Southeast 

Texas recognized by the Board of Immigration Appeals to provide immigration services.  

This grant will cover a portion of the costs for salary and supplies for the program director 

and two paralegals.  

 

Catholic Charities of Southeast Texas   $12,500 
“Immigration Services - Advocacy Project” 

Catholic Charities of Beaumont is the only accredited non-profit program in Southeast 

Texas recognized by the Board of Immigration Appeals to provide immigration services.  

This grant supported outreach efforts.  

 

San Antonio Bar Association   $11,282 
“Community Justice Program” 

Expanding to three locations, the Community Justice Project will use these grant funds to 

provide Bexar County District Clerks secure access to county files while at the pro bono 

clinics. In addition, the grant provides technology upgrades and additional Spanish-

language brochures.  

 

Boat People S O S Inc.   $11,060 
“Citizenship and Immigration Service Center” 

The grant will assist the organization in providing legal representation, advocacy, 

education and outreach services to the Vietnamese community, particularly immigration 

applications, disability waivers, and disaster victims.  

 

Political Asylum Project of Austin "PAPA"   $10,144 
“Technology Improvement Plan” 

The purpose of this project is to increase the number of clients served by completing the 

second part of a computer technology upgrade.  

 

Las Americas Immigrant Advocacy Center   $10,000 
“Justice for Women and Children Project” 

The grant will fund an expansion of the existing project to include educational outreach to 

pro bono attorneys, school employees and students regarding provisions of Special 

Immigrant Juvenile Status.  
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Human Rights Initiative of North Texas, Inc.   $10,000 
“Child Immigrant Project” 

The goal of this grant is to protect the immigration rights of children who are not U.S. 

citizens and are victims of human rights abuses, abandonment, trafficking, or neglect.  

 

Houston Volunteer Lawyers Program, Inc.   $10,000 
“HVLP's 2006 Technology Plan” 

The goal of this project was to link HVLP's existing website  to their current database 

system, Kemp's Casework. It is a matching grant.  

 

Political Asylum Project of Austin "PAPA"   $8,151 
“The Pearsall Project” 

This grant supported legal rights presentations to low-income immigrant detainees at a new 

1,500-bed immigration detention center in Pearsall, video-taping of the presentations for 

viewing at other times, and stocking the facilities' library with pro se packets.  

 

Nueces County Neighborhood Justice, Inc.   $8,000 
“Bi-Lingual Basic and Family Mediation Project” 

The grant will fund training scholarships for bi-lingual volunteers to become mediators for 

the organization.  Many volunteers are willing to give time, but are unable to pay for the 

necessary training.  In providing the training free of charge to the volunteers, the 

organization will be able to recruit and retain more bi-lingual mediators.  

 

Volunteer Services Council for Abilene State School Inc.   $8,000 
“Guardianship Services for Individuals Served by Abilene State School” 

The grant will fund legal and filing fees to assign guardians to people residing at the 

Abilene State School.  The guardians will be responsible for medical decisions for the 

residents, and would be chosen from family members.  The grant will be matched by a 

private donor.  

 

Catholic Family Service   $8,000 
“Legalization Technology Upgrade Project” 

Bureau of Immigration Affairs-accredited paralegals at Catholic Family Service of 

Lubbock assist people in thirty Texas counties. This grant replaces obsolete workstations, 

software, and printers to increase the effectiveness of the paralegals and support staff.  

 

Refugee Services of Texas   $6,250 
“Immigration Counseling Program” 

This grant supported the training of two individuals for accreditation with the Board of 

Immigration Appeals so that they can provide immigration counseling and representation 

before Customs and Immigration Service for newly-arrived refugees in central and north 

central Texas.  

 

Texas Legal Services Center   $5,000 
“Texas Statewide Website Enhancement Project” 

This grant funds outreach materials, computers, and similar expenses designed to improve 

the organization's website.  
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Dallas Legal Hospice   $5,000 
“Computer Network Replacement Project” 

Dallas Legal Hospice is expanding its services to an eleven-county rural area to provide 

assistance to the low-income terminally ill. This grant provides partial funding for the 

technology required to serve both existing clients and the expanded service area.  

 

Refugee & Immigrant Center for Education and Legal Services   $5,000 
“Support for New Staff Attorney” 

Refugee and Immigrant Center for Education and Legal Services (RAICES) of San 

Antonio will use this grant to provide equipment and software to add a second attorney to 

the staff. RAICES provides attorney representation for detainees, asylum applicants, 

domestic violence victims, and unaccompanied minors in twenty-five counties.  

 

Arc of the Capital Area   $4,200 
“Pro-Bono Guardianship Project” 

Working together with the Travis County Probate Court, Austin Young Lawyer's 

Association, and law firms, the Arc of the Capital Area provides low-income families with 

guardianship services for children with developmental disabilities who are nearing or have 

reached adulthood. This grant partially funds the administrative cost for providing this 

service.  

 

Hidalgo County Bar Foundation, Inc.   $3,500 
“Community Justice Program” 

The grant is to purchase two portable Dell computer stations for volunteer attorneys 

working at the Community Justice Clinics, and for research and document preparation at 

the Foundation offices.  

 
Supreme Court of Texas Task Force to Expand Legal Services Delivery   $3,000 
“Section Pro Bono Project Competition” 

This grant funds awards for the three sections of the State Bar of Texas that develop and 

implement outstanding pro bono projects to serve the legal needs of the poor.  

 

Volunteer Legal Services of Central Texas   $2,863 
“Volunteer Legal Relief for Evacuees” 

This grant provided funding to train attorneys in disaster relief issues and produce two 

clinics for evacuees.  
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Grants Awarded for Additional Purposes and Program Areas 
June 1, 2004, through May 31, 2008 
 
Program Areas and Totals 
Administration of Justice, Professionalism, Research, and Forums  
21 Grants for a total of $312,110 

 

Criminal Legal Services 
3 Grants for a total of $60,000 

 

Education of the Public 
50 Grants for a total of $736,682 

 

Victim Services and Civil Legal Services without a Means Test 
45 Grants for a total of $560,132 

 

Project Descriptions 
Administration of Justice, Professionalism, Research, and Forums 
 
Texas Center for the Judiciary, Inc.  (4 grants) $87,000 
“Judicial Section Annual Conference - Texas Bar Foundation Day” 

The grant sponsors the "Texas Bar Foundation Day" at the Judicial Section Annual Conference. The 

conference fosters collegiality and collaboration, and encourages Texas jurists to exchange ideas for 

innovation and discuss approaches to strengthen the judiciary. 

 
The Supreme Court Commission for Children, Youth & Families   $25,000 
“Video for Supreme Court Permanent Judicial Commission for Children, Youth & Families” 

The Children's Commission will use the funds to create and distribute an informational video for local 

judges, bar associations, regional presiding judges, and child protection court judges.  The video will tell 

about the Commission and CARE for Kids in an effort to promote best court practices in a systematic 

and consistent manner.  

 

Texas Wesleyan University   $25,000 
“Asian Judicial Institute Grant” 

The project will allow Texas law students to witness democracy in its beginning stages, and the 

importance of the rule of law in enabling democracy to flourish. Lawyers and judges from Mongolia will 

attend classes at the law school to learn how the rule of law impacts democracy and judicial 

independence.  

 

National Alliance for the Mentally Ill (NAMI)- Texas   $24,103 
“Texas Criminal Procedure and the Offender with Mental Illness” 

The grant will fund the printing and distribution of a completely updated  guide to reflect legislative 

changes made in 2005 and 2007 .  

 

Dallas Children's Advocacy Center   $20,000 
“19th Annual Crimes Against Children Conference” 

These funds supplement in part or in full the registration fees for front line child abuse professionals 

within the state of Texas at the 2007 Crimes Against Children Conference.  
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Dallas Children's Advocacy Center   $20,000 
“20th Annual Crimes Against Children Conference” 

These funds will supplement registration fees for front line child abuse professionals within the state of 

Texas at the 2008 Crimes Against Children Conference.  

 

Texas Center for Legal Ethics and Professionalism   $15,000 
“Putting Clients First! Educational Diversionary Program for the Attorney-Client Grievance Process” 

With this grant, the Texas Center for Legal Ethics and Professionalism will produce 10 web-based 

courses to educate attorneys so they can improve their effectiveness and competence and thus avoid the 

actions or inactions about which most client grievances are filed.  

 

Dallas Children's Advocacy Center   $15,000 
“18th Annual Crimes Against Children Conference” 

More than 2,000 police officers, prosecutors, caseworkers, and other front-line personnel who 

investigate, prosecute and treat child victims of abuse attend three days of basic and advanced training in 

the detection, investigation and prosecution of crimes against children. This grant helps underwrite 

reference materials provided to the attendees.  

 

State Bar of Texas Texas Lawyers Care   $12,000 
“ABA/NLADA 2005 Equal Justice Conference” 

The American Bar Association and the National Legal Aid and Defenders Association sponsor an annual 

Equal Justice Conference, this year to be held in Austin. The grant helps host this conference for 600 

participants - pro bono program coordinators, bar leaders, law firm representatives, legal services 

attorneys, and others who deliver pro bono legal services to the poor.  

 

The Children's Assessment Center Foundation   $10,000 
“Protecting Texas Children Conference” 

The grant will partially fund the 10th Annual Protecting Texas Children Conference.  The conference is 

used to train law enforcement personnel and district and county attorneys about the complex issues 

surrounding child sexual abuse cases.  

 

State Bar of Texas Committee on Women in the Profession   $7,500 
“History of Women Lawyers in Texas” 

This grant partially funds a project of the State Bar of Texas Committee on Women in the Profession to 

prepare a treatise on the lives and careers of Texas woman lawyers, both past and present. The treatise 

will describe their involvement with the profession as law students, attorneys, judges, professors, etc.  

 

Texas Women Lawyers   $6,997 
“Maternity Leave Policy Survey for Legal Professionals” 

This grant is a collaborative project of the Texas Women Lawyers, Texas Tech School of Law 

professors, and the Research and Analysis Department of the State Bar of Texas. The goal is to complete 

a comprehensive survey of the maternity leave benefits offered by firms of all sizes in Texas.  

 

Houston Lawyers Foundation   $5,760 
“Oral History Project” 

Since 1955 the Association has addressed the professional needs of African-American lawyers. This 

grant provides partial funding for a video-taped interview of Judge Matthew W. Plummer, Sr. and A. 

Martin Wickliff, Sr., the only two founding members still living.  

 

Austin College   $5,000 
“2007 Law Symposium” 

This grant assisted with the travel and set up costs for the Texas Supreme Court Session held at Austin 

College. The goal was to allow students and local attorneys to watch the Court in action.  
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American Judicature Society   $3,500 
“The South Central Regional Conference on Pro Se Litigation” 

This conference will bring together many stakeholders on pro se litigation to discuss and explore ways to 

respond to the challenges of pro se litigation.  

 

El Paso Bar Foundation   $2,750 
“Appeals with Impact:  Calamia Style” 

During his 40-year career, El Paso defense attorney Jospeh A. Calamia handled cases that had major 

impact on the extension of civil rights to minority populations in the criminal justice system. This grant 

matches funds raised for producing a 200-400 page manuscript.  

 

Amarillo Area Bar Association   $2,500 
“Preserving the Historical Records of the Legal Profession in the Texas Panhandle” 

The Amarillo Bar Association organized in 1910 to secure a Court of Civil Appeals in Amarillo.The goal 

of this grant is to catalog and preserve the historical records of the organization.  

 
Criminal Legal Services 
 

Innocence Project of Texas   $25,000 
“Dallas County DNA Project” 

The grant will be used to pay for investigation and DNA testing of those inmates in Dallas County that 

have a plausible claim of innocence.  

 

Gulf Region Advocacy Center   $10,000 
“Texas Retrial Project” 

The project will provide assistance to death row inmates who have been granted a new trial and/or new 

sentencing hearing.  The project will ensure the client is provided with the resources necessary for a fair 

trial, focusing on attorney-client relationships, and making sure the client is given the appropriate time, 

money, and team members.  

 

Texas Defender Service   $25,000 
“Capital Trial Project” 

The funding will work toward implementing the standards set in the recently adopted Guidelines and 

Standards for Texas Capital Counsel.  The goal is to ensure that all attorneys trying capital cases in Texas 

are given the access to information and experience needed to provide all defendants with quality defense.  

 

Education of the Public 
State Bar of Texas   $65,000 
“"Let's Do Justice for Texas" animation” 

The goal is to produce an animated website, featuring Texas heroes and Texas pride, to educate the 

public about the three branches of government.  Advertising for the website will be via radio plugs.  

 

The Dallas UDL Advisory Board in the National Association for Urban Debate Leagues(NAUDL)  
 $50,000 
“The Dallas Urban Debate League” 

The Dallas UDL is a public-private partnership that organizes interscholastic debate as an academic 

competition and promotes debate as a component of the regular classroom curriculum.  

 

Foundation of the American Board of Trial Advocates   $50,000 
“Justice by the People, Curriculum” 

ABOTA wishes to partner with Scholastic Inc to develop Texas-specific information regarding trial by 

jury as well as create and distribute a new teacher guide for middle school teachers. An earlier grant from 

the Texas Bar Foundation assisted in developing the original educational program.  
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Texas Young Lawyers Association   $40,000 
“They Had a Dream Too: Young Leaders of the Civil Rights Movement” 

"They Had a Dream Too" is a coordinated campaign designed to educate students about the role students 

played in sparking the Civil Rights Movement.  The program compliments TYLA's VOTexas 

curriculum.  

 

Texas Young Lawyers Association   $37,000 
“Justice 101: The Client's Guide to Litigation” 

Justice 101 will be a video tool attorneys will be able to use to educate the client about litigation and the 

legal system, including the roles of the judge, the attorneys, the clients, and the jury.  The video will not 

be oriented for either the plaintiffs or defendants, but rather will focus on the basic procedural steps that 

occur in most court cases.  

 

Texas Young Lawyers Association   $35,000 
“Kids in the Crossfire: Helping Parents Understand the Impact of Divorce” 

TYLA used the grant for a video to educate divorcing parents about the impact their behavior may have 

on their children. The video is available through local family law courts, counselors, and other parental 

education organizations.  

 

State Bar of Texas Litigation Section   $35,000 
“Our Courthouse DVD Project” 

The DVD funded by this grant will focus on the role of the courts, juries and attorneys in the 

administration of justice.  

 

Human Rights Initiative of North Texas, Inc.   $30,000 
“Educational Project for Legal Services and Community Outreach” 

This grant will increase awareness of the work of Human Right Initiative of North Texas. Separate 

projects for the general community and for attorneys will increase support for the work of the 

organization.  

 

Texas Young Lawyers Association   $26,510 
“American Juror:  The Decision is Yours” 

With this grant the Texas Young Lawyers Association will produce a lively and informative video for 

use in central jury rooms to inform potential jurors of their role in the United States court system. 

County, district, and federal court clerks in Texas will receive the video. Attorneys may also use the 

video for speaking engagements at community events.  

 

Jane's Due Process   $25,000 
“Pro Bono Education and Outreach Project” 

Jane's Due Process, which seeks to ensure legal representation for pregnant minors in Texas, used this 

grant to revise materials, provide training, and adapt hotline services in response to legislative changes 

that became effective September 1, 2005.  

 

Texas Wesleyan University   $20,000 
“Public Service Leadership Fellow” 

This grant allows the law school to develop structured  outreach with the goal of fostering diversity in the 

legal profession through "pipeline" collaborations between the law school, undergraduate schools, and K-

12 schools.  

 

Texas Tech School of Law   $20,000 
“P20 Educational Pipeline - Texas” 

This project partially funds the 8th convening of the Wingspread Consortium, a group of educators 

focused on increasing minority representation in the legal profession.  Wingspread VIII is slated for Fort 

Worth .  
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Alternatives to Guardianship   $20,000 
“Expansion and Continuation of Services for Low-Income Texans” 

The grant provides money management training to senior citizens to provide an alternative to a court-

ordered guardianship.  The organization plans to use the funds to open six additional sites across Texas.  

 

University of Texas at San Antonio   $17,900 
“Connecting the Pipeline: Enhancing Access, Education, Information,  

and Opportunity” 

The grant underwrites stipends so that under-represented groups in law school and the Texas Bar can 

attend the UTSA Summer Law School Preparation Academy(SLSPA). The grant also provides 

underwriting for educational seminars and a scholarly journal.  

 

University of Houston Law Foundation   $15,000 
“Educational Video for Consumers” 

A video will be created to educate consumers about their rights concerning credit, debt collectors, 

judicial enforcement of judgments, handling default, foreclosure, and bankruptcy.  The video will be 

widely distributed throughout the state.  

 

Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under Law of Texas, Immigrant &  
Refugee Rights Project   $15,000 
“Immigration Training for Social Services Agencies” 

The Immigrant and Refugee Rights Project of the Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under Law of 

Texas will use the grant to conduct one-day training programs on immigration issues to social services 

agencies serving low-income immigrant Texans. In addition to a training packet, program attendees will 

be able to pick up bilingual flyers and fact sheets to distribute to clients, and all materials will also be 

posted on the committee's website.  

 

State Bar of Texas Committee on Law Focused Education   $15,000 
“"All Rise!" Comprehending the Texas Court System” 

With this grant, the State Bar Law Related Education Department will create a student booklet, an on-

line curriculum guide, and an on-line game about the Texas court structure. With the cooperative efforts 

of attorneys, judges, justices, and classroom teachers for grades 4 and 7, this program will be designed to 

help build public awareness and understanding of the Texas judiciary.  

 

Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund, Inc.   $15,000 
“LGBT & HIV Civil Rights Education” 

With funding from this grant Lambda Legal will increase educational services across Texas regarding 

discrimination based on HIV/AIDS, sexual orientation, or gender identification.  

 

Comal County Senior Citizens' Foundation   $13,520 
“Comal County Money Management Program (MMP)” 

Preventing exploitation of the elderly and the disabled is the goal of this grant. The grant funds 

replacement equipment and volunteer training for representative payees.  

 

Catholic Charities of Southeast Texas   $12,000 
“Immigration Services' - Information Campaign” 

Town hall meetings funded by this grant will bring needed educational information to the immigrant 

community. Catholic Charities of Beaumont Immigration Services is the only non-profit program in 

Southeast Texas recognized by the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services and the Board of 

Immigration Appeals to provide legal immigration services.  

 

Community Justice Foundation   $10,000 
“Community Justice Program Bankruptcy DVD” 

The Bankruptcy DVD would work in conjunction with weekly legal clinics to advise and assist low-

income residents who are considering filing for bankruptcy.  
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Freedom of Information Foundation of Texas   $10,000 
“FOI "White Out" Booklet” 

The Freedom of Information Foundation of Texas will use the grant to produce a "white out" booklet to 

show what kinds of information would not be available without public information and open meetings 

acts.  

 

Dallas Bar Association Community Service Fund   $10,000 
“National High School Mock Trial Championship” 

The Dallas Bar Association has been chosen to host the National High School Mock Trial Championship 

in May 2007. This grant will help with the development of an interactive website concerning the 

competition.  

 

Catholic Family Service   $10,000 
“Legalization Outreach Program” 

Using radio broadcasts with a call-in format and information sessions, Catholic Family Service of 

Lubbock provides information regarding immigration laws and process. This grant expands this 

educational outreach 

 

Texas Innocence Network   $10,000 
“Texas Innocence Education Project(TIEP)” 

Based in the University of Houston Law School, this project creates a public education web site 

dedicated to issues related to wrongful convictions.  The target audience includes the general community, 

law enforcement, the private defense and public defender bar, prosecutors and the judiciary.  

 

Victoria County Bar Association   $10,000 
“Project Advancement: Advancing technology, juror knowledge, community education and service, the 

administration of justice and the practice of law.” 

Using technology purchased with this grant, the Victoria County Bar Association will increase the use of 

technology in area courtrooms. The goals include providing jury panels with educational programs as 

well as improving the experience of jury duty.  

 

Hill Country Alternative Dispute Resolution Center   $9,000 
“PEP (Peers Encouraging Peace)” 

This program trains youth to resolve every-day conflicts through mediation. The goal is to educate 

children, their parents, and teachers to handle conflicts in a systematic manner.  

 

Preservation Texas, Inc.   $7,500 
“Shaping Places for the Administration of Justice” 

This grant funds regional programs to present information about the issues and potential benefits of 

courthouse restoration. Counties requesting the program will invite city and county officials as well as 

citizens to attend the presentations. The goal is to encourage communities to restore historic courthouses.  

 

Smith County Bar Association   $7,500 
“Web-based Legal Education and Outreach Project” 

By developing an interactive local website and publicizing the availability of the website, the Smith 

County Bar Association will use this grant to provide the EastTexas community with information about 

local legal resources and links to larger, more comprehensive sites.  

 

The University of Texas at Austin   $7,250 
“Spring 2008 Texas Politics Speaker Series:  The Third Branch” 

The project would produce four events focused on the Texas legal system discussing capital punishment, 

tort reform, and recent legislative changes.  
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Bexar County Women's Bar Foundation   $6,100 
“Elder Law Handbook Project” 

This grant underwrites the printing and distribution of an updated Elder Law Handbook that includes 

changes in the law. Distribution targets the general public, particularly the senior population in San 

Antonio and surrounding areas.  

 

Houston Young Lawyers Foundation   $6,000 
“Law-Related Educational Programs Project” 

HYLA requested funds to host its Barbara Jordan Project.  Event will enrich the oratorical, written, and 

organizational skills of middle school students by providing a forum centered on promoting critical 

thinking, positive self-expression, and self-confidence (includes speech and essay competitions).  

 

Texas Mental Health Consumers   $5,490 
“The Law and Mental Health Practices” 

This grant permits Texas Mental Health Consumers to develop training materials to educate low and 

moderate-income individuals regarding their rights to mental health services.  

 

Recording for the Blind & Dyslexic, Texas Unit   $5,450 
“AudioPlus Digitally Recorded Legal Textbooks” 

Recording for the Blind & Dyslexic will use the grant to produce three digitally-recorded law textbooks. 

These will be available on CDs to individuals who have a learning disability, visual impairment, or 

physical disability that prevents them from holding a textbook.  

 

Recording for the Blind & Dyslexic, Texas Unit   $5,450 
“Audio Plus Digitally Recorded Legal Textbooks” 

This grant will underwrite the cost of producing three digital audio legal textbooks for students with print 

disabilities.  

 

Peacemakers International Women's Peace Conference   $5,000 
“Legal Education Forum” 

This grant funds legal education forums at the Conference to educate the public on laws, legal rights and 

constitutional rights relevant to women and peace.  

 

Abilene Bar Association, Inc.   $5,000 
“Abilene's Leap into the Technology Age” 

The grant is to purchase a SMART Board, two projectors, and screens for use in courtrooms and to show 

prospective jurors TYLA's American Juror.  One projector and screen would be available to rent for 

Association members to use in court, and the other would be for the District Clerk to use for jurors.  

 

Smith County Bar Association   $5,000 
“A History of the 75 Year of the Smith County Bar Association” 

The grant will fund a printed publication to document the 75-year history of the Smith County Bar, 

including courthouses, judges, attorneys, significant local cases, legal community outreach programs, 

and the historical significance of Smith County.  

 

Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund, Inc.   $5,000 
“Avoiding Litigation Through Education Campaign” 

Lambda Legal will use the funds to produce printed materials for an educational program to teach school 

district, major private sector employers, and other organizations about laws protecting the rights of 

LGBT citizens.  By providing accurate information, Lambda Legal will help reduce the likelihood of 

litigation.  
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Texas Appleseed   $5,000 
“Diversity Legal Scholars Program” 

The grant will provide scholarships to economically disadvantaged minority students to take a Law 

School Admissions Test (LSAT) review course as a part of the Texas Appleseed Diversity Legal 

Scholars Program. The program also includes mentoring by major law firms and opportunities for 

summer internships.  

 

Austin Bar Foundation   $4,805 
“People's Law School” 

The Austin Bar Association and The University of Texas School of Law join forces to educate the public 

regarding the legal aspects of identity theft, employee discrimination, landlord/tenant rights, and other 

topics. This grant pays for sign-language interpreters and other costs of producing the People's Law 

School.  

 

Young Mens Christian Association Amarillo Family YMCA   $4,800 
“Youth in Government” 

Youth in Government is a program that provides high school aged students with simulated training in the 

legislature, judicial, and executive branches, and the role of the media.  The grant assists with funding for 

local training, the district training conference, and the annual conference in Austin.  

 

Camp Fire USA Tesuya Council   $4,500 
“Teen Court” 

The  Council established the Johnson County Teen Court in Cleburne five years ago, and this grant 

expands the program to additional cities.  

 

Center for Nonprofit Management   $4,225 
“Nonprofit Legal Clinics 2006” 

This grant funds legal clinics to provide high-quality, low-cost legal advice and education to nonprofit 

executives, board members and staff. The resource will help Dallas area community leaders better 

understand and more effectively manage the legal issues and risks associated with operating a nonprofit 

agency.  

 

Center for Nonprofit Management   $4,000 
“Nonprofit Legal Clinic” 

The purpose of funding this clinic is to provide high quality, pro bono legal consultation to nonprofit 

organizations in the Dallas area.  

 

Austin Young Lawyers Association Foundation   $3,882 
“Youth Services Initiative” 

The Central Texas Region of the Texas High School Mock Trial Competition benefits from this grant 

award. Though volunteer attorneys staff the competition, this grant pays for expenses incurred for a pre-

competition skills clinic and the competition itself, as well as to introduce law-related initiatives in low-

income middle schools.  

 

Teen Court Association of Texas   $3,300 
“Teen Court State Conference” 

This grant underwrites a portion of the cost of the annual conference of the Teen Court of Texas in 

Houston. The conference will provide information and training to Teen Court coordinators in Texas on 

how to reduce juvenile crime.  

 

Texas Appleseed   $3,000 
“Diversity Legal Scholars Program” 

The grant will provide scholarships to economically disadvantaged minority students to take a Law 

School Admissions Test (LSAT) review course as a part of the Texas Appleseed Diversity Legal 

Scholars Program. The program also includes mentoring by major law firms and opportunities for 

summer internships.  
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Nueces County Neighborhood Justice, Inc.   $2,000 
“Parent & Teen/Pre-Release Program” 

The Nueces County Dispute Resolution Center is targeting youths incarcerated at the Juvenile Boot 

Camp and their parents for mediation prior to the juvenile's release. With a trained volunteer mediator's 

assistance, the goal is to change how the families interact and to provide insight into the difficulties they 

experience.  

 

National Association of Women Judges   $500 
“Color of Justice” 

The "Color of Justice" video project encourages minority middle-school and high-school students to 

adopt the law and the judiciary as career goals. This grant funds costs for duplication and distribution.  

 
Victim Services and Civil Legal Services without a Means Test 
 
Samaritan Pastoral Center/Meet in the Middle   $29,260 
“Child Visitation and Exchange Center, Cooperative Parenting Classes” 

Exchange services for the children frequently are ordered by the Court when there is a high-conflict 

divorce. This grant funds the availability of the service for low-income parents through scholarships as 

well as funding other costs of the program.  

 

Supreme Court of Texas Protective Order Task Force   $26,140 
“Pro Se Protective Order Kit” 

The Supreme Court of Texas charged the Protective Order Taskforce to produce a pro se protective order 

kit. This grant funds translation of the Taskforce's work into lower-literacy Spanish and English as well 

as distribution to battered women's shelters, hospital emergency rooms, etc. The taskforce anticipates that 

advocates and volunteer attorneys also will use the kit.  

 

CASA of Johnson County   $26,000 
“Foster Children - From Turbulence to Permanence” 

A video, produced in both English and Spanish and designed for both professionals and the general 

public; shows the progression of a family from a SWAT team raid that results in the removal of a child to 

a child's return or permanent removal.  

 

Family Violence Prevention Services, Inc.   $24,000 
“FVPS Court Liasion” 

This grant partially funds an advocate for the Bexar County Family Justice Courts to work with victims 

and provide education, guidance, and counseling on issues pertaining to domestic violence and abuse.  

 

Texas Advocacy Project, Inc.   $20,480 
“Access to Attorneys Program” 

Texas Advocacy Project will use the grant to purchase video-conferencing equipment to allow bilingual 

attorneys at the home office in Austin to communicate with limited-English speaking clients in the 

remote office in Webb County.  The project will target victims of domestic violence and sexual assault 

who are appropriate for assisted pro se services.  

 

Daysprings Center of the Metroplex for Counseling and Development, Inc.   $20,200 
“Scholarship & Expansion Project” 

High-conflict divorces contain elements of risk, and the Metroplex courts order families involved in a 

potentially dangerous divorce to use the Hannah's House Center for Safe Child Exchange and Supervised 

Visitation, a Dayspring facility. This grant subsidizes visitation fees for low-income families, volunteer 

and staff training, and the expansion of the Hannah's House program.  
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Comal County Family Violence Shelter Inc.   $20,000 
“Legal Advocacy Project for Women” 

The grant will partially fund the salary for a legal advocate.  The position will be responsible for 

screening clients, assisting with protective orders, crisis intervention, case management, and referrals to 

other agency services such as counseling and shelter.  

 

Bridgehaven Children's Advocacy Center   $20,000 
“Children's Right to be Heard” 

The grant will expand the program started with a Foundation grant in 2006.  The money will be used to 

hire a Case Supervisor to assist the Program Director with overseeing volunteers, focusing on 

recruitment, training, and tracking.  

 

Samaritan Pastoral Center/Meet in the Middle   $20,000 
“Child Visitation and Exchange Center” 

The grant helps fund the Meet in the Middle organization in San Angelo, which provides a safe place for 

divorced parents, especially in contested custody cases, for child exchanges or visitation to take place in 

a conflict-free setting. The majority of clients are ordered by the court to use Meet in the Middle services.  

 

CASA of Central Texas, Inc.   $20,000 
“Court Program Services/ Casework Supervisor” 

This project provides most of the salary of a Casework Supervisor.  

 

Bridgehaven Children's Advocacy Center   $20,000 
“A Voice for Victims” 

With these grant funds, a CASA program for Chambers and Liberty Counties will be added to the 

services provided by the Children's Advocacy Center.  

 

Denton County Friends of the Family, Inc.   $20,000 
“Project Counsel” 

Project Council will provide legal advocacy, assistance, and options to victims of relationship violence 

and/or sexual assault.  

 

Hill Country Children's Advocacy Center   $18,150 
“Purchase of Colposcope” 

This grant will allow the center to purchase equipment for its medical examination room.  

 

El Paso County Criminal Court at Law Number Two   $16,000 
“DWI Drug Court Intervention and Treatment Program” 

The El Paso County Criminal Court #2 pilot project for DWI repeat offenders offers treatment, 

counseling and the use of SCRAM ankle bracelets. The grant pays for the SCRAM ankle bracelets or 

Secure Continuous Remote Alcohol Monitors, which read the blood alcohol content of the persons 

wearing them every hour and report those readings to law enforcement agencies.  

 
CASA of Travis County   $15,000 
“Child Advocacy Expansion” 

The grant is for recruitment and training of new volunteers and retention of existing volunteers.  The goal 

is to train 12 additional volunteer per month to maintain an active volunteer base of 420.  

 

Advocourt for Kids, Inc.   $15,000 
“Amicus Attorney Volunteers” 

The matching grant provides start-up funds for volunteer advocacy services for indigent children referred 

to the group from judges hearing divorce and custody cases.  These children would not otherwise be 

brought into the system.  
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Amarillo Area Court Appointed Special Advocates, Inc.   $15,000 
“Program Expansion” 

The grant provides surveillance equipment in two visitation rooms for court-appointed, supervised 

visitations between children and families who are separated because abuse, neglect, or abandonment.  

 

Diocesan Migrant and Refugee Services, Inc.   $15,000 
“Community Presentations on the Violence Against Women Act and the Legal Rights of Immigrant Victims of 

Domestic Abuse” 

Funding from this grant assists with educational presentations on the Violence Against Women Act for 

victims, law enforcement, and other social service providers. VAWA provides benefits and protections 

for undocumented victims of violent crime.  

 

Mosaic Family Services, Inc.   $14,000 
“Multicultural Legal Services Program” 

The grant will fund rent, online legal libraries, legal software, and legal reference manuals to assist 

attorneys working for the legal rights of immigrant victims of violence and human trafficking.  

 

Child Advocates Incorporated   $12,500 
“Kids and the People of the Court” 

Child Advocates, Inc. of the Houston area will use this grant to produce a book for elementary-age 

children who are in the State's custody due to abuse or neglect. The book describes the roles of adults 

working in the juvenile court and foster care systems.  

 

Child Advocates San Antonio (CASA)   $11,285 
“Volunteer Training and Retention” 

This grant partially funds a training coordinator, enhancements to the website, and volunteer retention 

efforts to meet the increasing need for CASA volunteers in San Antonio.  

 

Spaulding for Children   $10,280 
“FBI Background Check Fund for Adoption and Foster Care Services” 

Potential foster and adoptive parents for children in protective custody in Texas must undergo FBI 

background checks. This grant underwrites the costs of performing the background checks.  

 

Connections Individual & Family Services   $10,000 
“Kids Exchange Program” 

Comal County has lacked facilities for the safe exchange of children involved in a high-conflict divorce. 

This grant assists Connections in implementing this new program.  

 

Child Advocates CASA of Archer, Clay, Montague and Wichita Counties   $10,000 
“CASA Volunteer Recruitment Project” 

The goal of the project is to recruit 72 new volunteers for CASA using mass media such as TV news 

stories, newspaper articles, and billboards.  

 

CASA of Central Texas, Inc.   $10,000 
“Court Program Services/Casework Supervisor” 

The grant will partially fund the salary for a casework supervisor.  The position will be responsible for 

coordinating volunteers with the cases assigned by area judges.  

 

Court Appointed Special Advocates of Hidalgo County, Inc.   $10,000 
“Technology Support Program” 

The grant will fund two notebook computers to allow case workers to enter data during court and home 

visits.  Eight desk top computers will also be purchased for volunteer advocates and case workers to 

prepare court reports and recommendations.  
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Daysprings Center of the Metroplex   $10,000 
“Service Expansion Project” 

High-conflict divorces contain elements of risk. As a result, the courts order families in the Irving area 

involved in a potentially dangerous divorce to use Irving Hannah's House for visitation. This grant 

subsidizes the visitation fees for low-income families.  

 

Children's Advocacy Center of Comal County, Inc.   $10,000 
“Effective Forensic Interviewing & Case Management” 

The Children's Advocacy Center protects victims of child abuse from further trauma and enhances the 

investigation and disposition of criminal and civil child abuse cases. This grant provides partial salary for 

a case manager who conducts interviews, maintains an effective case management system, and provides 

vicitims and families with victims' rights resources.  

 

X-Change Place   $9,628 
“Safe Haven for Children” 

X-Change Place intends to expand their existing services to include greater community and client 

educational programs and volunteer training, as well as collaboration training for clients, community, 

law enforcement, and the judicial system.  

 

Women's Protective Services of Lubbock, Inc.   $9,500 
“Regional Outreach/Community Education Project” 

The project will increase the availability of legal advocacy, community education, and referral services 

for victims of domestic violence within the 12-county service area.  

 

Women's Protective Services of Lubbock, Inc.   $9,500 
“Regional Outreach/Community Education Project” 

The third largest shelter for battered women in Texas, Women's Protective Services of Lubbock will use 

this grant for education and outreach in the 12 county service area.  

 

Grayson County Children's Advocacy Center   $7,500 
“Technology Upgrade” 

The grant will fund an additional computer, a server based network, firewall, and server/client software.  

The purchases will allow the organization to remain HIPPA compliant, as well as streamline their record- 

keeping processes.  

 

Johnson County Children's Advocacy Center   $7,500 
“Child Victim Life Enhancement Project” 

In Cleburne, the Johnson County Children's Advocacy Center provides a safe place for children to tell 

their stories of abuse. Additionally, the Center provides counseling to establish self-confidence. This 

grant funds special programs to take place during the counseling process.  

 

Child Advocates San Antonio (CASA)   $7,050 
“Volunteer Recruitment, Training and Retention” 

The grant is to fund recruitment, training and retention of volunteers to serve the children of San 

Antonio.  

 

Texas Legal Services Center   $5,300 
“Legal Hotline for Older Texans Technology Improvement Project” 

Legal Hotline for Texans has provided information for low-income Texans for many years. With this 

grant, the Texas Legal Services Center will make needed improvements to the Hotline that will provide 

important information about the callers and the matters that lead people to contact the Hotline  

 

Court Appointed Special Advocates of Grayson County   $5,200 
“Casework Management” 

The grant will fund an expansion of CASA of Grayson County to support current volunteer/program 

expenses and to solicit, recruit, train and manage new volunteers.  
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Amarillo Area Court Appointed Special Advocates, Inc.   $5,000 
“Computer Think Pad and Lap Top Request” 

The grant is to purchase portable technology to allow  case workers to enter data while at court, after 

visits, or when travelling on assignment. Since the organization serves seven counties it is often difficult 

for the caseworker or employee to make file notes in a timely manner, and the technology will make that 

possible.  

 

ChildSafe   $5,000 
“2004 Child Abuse Conference” 

Alamo Children's Advocacy Center of San Antonio will produce a training conference with more than 

forty workshops for police officers, prosecutors, caseworkers, and other front-line personnel who 

investigate, prosecute and treat child victims of abuse. This grant underwrites the cost of audio-visual 

equipment for this statewide conference.  

 

Center for Child Protection   $4,500 
“Justice for Texas Children” 

The recent Senate Bill 6 mandates training for attorneys ad litem before they can represent children and 

families in abuse and neglect cases. This grant helps provide training on child abuse issues to Austin-area 

attorneys ad litem.  

 

Center for Child Protection   $3,900 
“Educating for Justice” 

Effective use of research and training enhances the effectiveness of the multi-disciplinary teams whose 

members work with the youngest victims of crime. This grant funds training to prepare team members 

for their work with children and for their role in the legal system.  

 

Political Asylum Project of Austin "PAPA"   $3,249 
“Immigrant Victims of Family Violence Outreach Project” 

PAPA intends to use this grant to cover non-personnel costs for an outreach and education program 

concerning the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) that provides legal relief for immigrant victims. 

Outreach targets victims of domestic violence and social service personnel who work with them.  

 

Grayson County Children's Advocacy Center   $2,415 
“CARE Team (Child Advocate and Response Evaluation Team)” 

The CARE Team Project funded by this grant provides comprehensive services to children and families 

served by the CAC, including referrals for therapy, support during examinations, and transportation 

assistance.  

 

Center for Nonprofit Management   $2,325 
“Nonprofit Legal Clinic 2004” 

The Center for Nonprofit Management in Dallas, through the Nonprofit Legal Clinic, permits nonprofit 

staff and board members to consult privately with volunteer attorneys experienced in both nonprofit 

issues and more general matters such as employment law. This grant assists with promotional and 

registration materials.  

 
Center for Family Relations d/b/a San Antonio Kids Exchange   $2,270 
“Educational Visitation” 

With this grant, the San Antonio Kids Exchange began a new program, based on national models, in 

which a professional observes, trains, and coaches non-custodial parents during supervised visitations 

with their children.  

 

CASA of the South Plains, Inc.   $2,000 
“100 in 2006” 

The goal of this grant is to train 100 new advocacy volunteers this year, a substantial increase from the 

past.  The increase addresses rapid growth in CASA's caseload.  
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