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Senators Ellis and Hinojosa delivering opening remarks

Report from the Texas Indigent Defense Commission
for June 3, 2016 Texas Judicial Council Meeting

Since the Texas Indigent Defense Commission’s last report to the Texas Judicial
Council on February 26, 2016, the Commission had a strategic planning session April
13th - 15th, a Grants and Reporting Committee meeting on June 2nd, and a full
Commission meeting on June 2nd.

Symposium to Commemorate
the 15th Anniversary of the Texas Fair Defense Act

On May 6th, the Commission co-sponsored the Texas Fair Defense Act 15th
Anniversary Symposium Celebration with Senator Rodney Ellis, Texas Appleseed, The
Texas Fair Defense Project, The Texas Criminal Justice Coalition, The University of
Texas School of Law, George J. Beto Criminal Justice Center at Sam Houston State
University, and Texas Defender Service. The event, held at the First Court of Appeals
Courtroom in the Harris County 1910 Courthouse, was an opportunity to reflect on 15
years of new, innovative programs and on the challenges that lie ahead for improving
indigent defense services. As part of the celebration, the Commission presented
congratulatory resolutions to Senator Rodney Ellis, Senator Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa,
Ms. Andrea Marsh, Mr. Jack Stoffregen and Mr. Jim Allison for their many years of
dedication and efforts to improve indigent defense services in Texas.

Lisa Foster, Director of Access to Justice,
U.S. Department of Justice

Keynote speaker Lisa Foster, Director of Access to Justice, U.S. Department of Justice discussed significant challenges
related to appointing counsel in misdemeanor cases, attorney workloads, appointing counsel at a defendant’s first
appearance and bail, and assessing fines and fees, and how “...the collateral consequences of criminal convictions today
—even for just fine-only misdemeanors —are significant.” In addition, she echoed the belief that “[s]tatewide standards,
state funding, transparency, accountability — those are the necessary prerequisites for an indigent defense system that
lives up to Gideon’s promise of equal justice for all regardless of one’s economic station in life.” The full text of Ms.
Foster’s address is available on the Department of Justice website here.


https://www.justice.gov/opa/speech/director-lisa-foster-office-access-justice-delivers-remarks-texas-fair-defense-act-15th
http://tidc.texas.gov/media/47099/texas-fair-defense-act-15th-anniversary-symposium.pdf
http://tidc.texas.gov/media/47099/texas-fair-defense-act-15th-anniversary-symposium.pdf

Strategic Planning Session

The Commission conducted strategic planning on April 13th-15th to discuss
legislative strategies related to governance of the Regional Public Defender Office
(RPDO) and the upcoming Legislative Appropriations Request (LAR). The
Commission also discussed key strategies for indigent defense improvement and
accountability in the areas of attorney caseloads, indigent defendants’ access to
counsel and the timing of attorney appointments, and Article 15.17 hearings and
bail schedules.

The Commission also held a board meeting on April 13th to consider several items
of business, including a report on improvements in Hidalgo County attorney
appointments in juvenile cases. The Commission previously voted at its December
3, 2015 meeting to withhold FY 2016 Formula Grant payments to Hidalgo County
until the county addressed its distribution of attorney appointments in juvenile
cases. Commission staff reported that the county has implemented changes that
have corrected the issues and that all attorneys are now selected based on their
position on the attorney appointment wheel. The Commission voted to release
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the previously withheld Formula Grant payments to Hidalgo County but is requiring the county to make monthly reports
to Commission staff through FY 2017 for continued monitoring of appointments. CBS 4 News Rio Grande Valley covered

the story.

House Committee on Criminal Jurisprudence Hearing on Indigent Defense and Innocence Projects

In March, Jim Bethke testified at the House Committee on Criminal Jurisprudence public hearing about the
constitutional requirements and local practices for the appointment of counsel to indigent defendants and about the
operation of innocence projects at the state’s six public law schools. The Commission presentation, Innocence Program

presentation, a chart of Exonerations by State-Funded Innocence Projects, and an overview of FY 2015 Attorney

Caseloads are available, along with the video of the hearing.

Texas Smart Defense Web Portal State Advisory Committee

project.

The first meeting of the Texas Smart Defense Web Portal State
Advisory Committee was held on April 28th. The Texas A&M
University’s Public Policy Research Institute (PPRI), in partnership with
the Commission, received a grant from the U.S. Department of Justice
to help develop a web-based interface that can communicate
information about quality indigent defense to Texas jurisdictions,
advocates, and policymakers at state and local levels. The group
provided helpful feedback to the project team as it begins work on the


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BIjbVzFTYq0
http://files.ctctcdn.com/33b98981401/91fe9674-67ea-4dad-8798-2f7106ba47f6.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/33b98981401/ef6c01f7-9eff-4b39-8db5-366be43b33df.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/33b98981401/ef6c01f7-9eff-4b39-8db5-366be43b33df.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/33b98981401/96b154f3-9ae5-479a-9483-a1511707461b.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/33b98981401/3ca3850f-cec6-4d07-8dc9-9c4ecf3764d2.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/33b98981401/3ca3850f-cec6-4d07-8dc9-9c4ecf3764d2.pdf
http://tlchouse.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=37&clip_id=11802
http://www.tidc.texas.gov/media/41832/151020_doj-grant-awarded_final.pdf
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Staff News

Ms. Carmen Tellez has joined the staff as the Commission’s summer law clerk.
She is a 2L at the University of Texas School of Law, where she is a member
of the Chicano/Hispanic Law Students Association and is the pro bono
Expunction Project Lead. Ms. Tellez earned her Bachelor of Science degree in
Forensic and Investigative Science at Texas A&M University.

Carmen Tellez
Summer Law Clerk

Recent Commission Publications
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In This Issue

2016 Winter Edition e-Newsletter (February 2016)

Indigent Defense Trainings and Events

Waller County Commissioners Court briefing (February 2016)
Criminal Justice Division, Office of the Governor - Report on State of Indigent Defense (April 2016)
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TEXAS INDIGENT DEFENSE COMMISSION

Ideas Worth Sharing:
Wihat do we mean by a
‘good’ bawyer?

Executive Forum for
Criminal Justice Planners

Criminal Justice Center
Sam Houston State University
Huntsville, TX

Jim Bethke

Executive Director, TIDC April 6,2016

Texas A&M University School of Law
February 24, 2016

Texas Indigent Defense Commission
Jim Bethke, Executive Director

Fort Worth, TX

Texas A&M University School of Law - Ideas Worth Executive Forum for Criminal Justice Planners -

Sharing: What do we mean by a “good” lawyer? Preview of 85th Legislative Session (April 2016)
(February 2016)



http://tidc.texas.gov/media/45656/Waller-County-Kickoff-Presentation-FINAL.pdf
http://tidc.texas.gov/media/47952/20160426CJDBriefing.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/33b98981401/a2232a07-1007-44b0-812e-4506eaab8505.pdf
http://tidc.texas.gov/media/47092/cj-planners-presentaton-doj-letter.pdf
http://tidc.texas.gov/media/46141/winter-2016-newsletter.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/33b98981401/a2232a07-1007-44b0-812e-4506eaab8505.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/33b98981401/a2232a07-1007-44b0-812e-4506eaab8505.pdf
http://tidc.texas.gov/media/47092/cj-planners-presentaton-doj-letter.pdf
http://tidc.texas.gov/media/47092/cj-planners-presentaton-doj-letter.pdf
http://tidc.texas.gov/media/46141/winter-2016-newsletter.pdf
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National Legal Aid & Defender Associatior

Jim Bethke, Executive Director

Criminal Justice Planners — Smart Defense,

Texas Association of Pretrial Services Annual
Conference & Training Institute - Pretrial
Matters (April 2016)

Evidence-Based Justice (April 2016)

WTIDC

Panhandle Criminal TEXAS INDIGENT DEFENSE COMMISSION
Defense Lawyers
Association

TEXAS INDIGENT DEFENSE COMMISSION

Indigent Defense
Standards

May 5, 2016

Jim Bethke
Executive Director, TIDC

C5G West Public Safety
Committee Meeting
May 19-20, 2016

Texas Indigent Defense
Commission

Salt Lake City, Utah
Wesley Shackelford, Deputy Director

Council of State Governments — West, Public Safety
Committee Meeting - Indigent Defense Standards
(May 2016)

Panhandle Criminal Defense Lawyers Association
(May 2016)

Articles and Media Featuring the Commission

Texas Tech Law students represent rural indigent clients (February 2016)

Senator Ellis: Criminal justice reforms in Waller County (February 2016)

State Senator Rodney Ellis Visits Waller County, Asks Texas Lawmakers To Enact Criminal Justice Reforms
(February 2016)

Review of Waller County legal system to mend reputation: Analyst evaluates compliance with state defense law
(March 2016)

U.S. Department of Justice letter about courts and their practices as they relate to indigents and, more specifically,
about the assessment and enforcement of fines and fees in state and local courts (March 2016)



http://lubbockonline.com/education/2016-02-02/texas-tech-law-students-represent-rural-indigent-clients#.VrIS5lLz7fo
https://www.facebook.com/notes/rodney-ellis/criminal-justice-reforms-in-waller-county/10153244751362032
https://www.houstonpublicmedia.org/articles/news/2016/02/11/137414/state-senator-rodney-ellis-visits-waller-county-asks-texas-lawmakers-to-enact-criminal-justice-reforms/
http://files.ctctcdn.com/33b98981401/4933bbdd-c121-4183-a117-80dbac1c3ee1.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/33b98981401/0922496a-4ac8-487e-8fe2-aefe3cfc6117.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/33b98981401/56a7af4b-d53b-4943-a93d-03cf1ceee7b4.pdf
http://www.tidc.texas.gov/media/47672/pcdla_presentation.pdf
http://www.tidc.texas.gov/media/47672/pcdla_presentation.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/33b98981401/56a7af4b-d53b-4943-a93d-03cf1ceee7b4.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/33b98981401/56a7af4b-d53b-4943-a93d-03cf1ceee7b4.pdf
http://tidc.texas.gov/media/47093/taps-presentation.pdf
http://tidc.texas.gov/media/47093/taps-presentation.pdf
http://tidc.texas.gov/media/47093/taps-presentation.pdf
http://tidc.texas.gov/media/47955/160520utahcsg_final_without-clips_for-web.pdf
http://tidc.texas.gov/media/47955/160520utahcsg_final_without-clips_for-web.pdf
http://tidc.texas.gov/media/47093/taps-presentation.pdf
http://tidc.texas.gov/media/47955/160520utahcsg_final_without-clips_for-web.pdf
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Rep. Canales to push for key measures that protect Texans from wrongful convictions, defend woman and children
from family violence (March 2016)

Indigent defense costs growing rapidly, remain insufficient (April 2016)

Decision on county's indigent defense grants expected Wednesday (April 2016)

Hidalgo County earns back grant funding for indigent defense (April 2016)

Texas Stakeholders Gather to Commemorate the 15 Year Anniversary of the Fair Defense Act (May 2016)

Across the State

County handcuffed to rising indigent defense costs (Wichita County — February 2016)

Expanding the Bexar County Public Defender’s Office Has Not Been Easy (Bexar County — March 2016)
Indicted Crystal City manager lands public-defense work (Bexar County — March 2016)

Attorney review stalled amid Public Integrity Unit funding struggles (Travis County — March 2016)

Buzzfeed on TX muni courts as revenue generators (City of El Paso - April 2016)

Lawsuit accuses El Paso of operating debtors prison for Texans who can't pay traffic tickets (City of El Paso —
April 2016)

Harris County has a lot more to do to fix unfair justice system (Harris County — April 2016)

Travis County service gives indigent clients top level defense (Travis County — April 2016)

Around the Nation

American Bar Association Summit on Public Defense (February 2016)

U.S. Rep. Ted Lieu introduces “No Money Bail Act of 2016” (California’s 33rd Congressional District - February 2016)
Related article: Debtor’s prison in 21st-century America (February 2016)
Related article: End the cycle of debt for indigent defendants (February 2016)

When the Public Defender Says, ‘I Can’t Help’ (Louisiana - February 2016)

Louisiana Campaign for Equal Justice

Survey: Few courts require lawyers for poor in critical early state (Michigan - February 2016)

Public defense reform bill introduced, ACLU says it’s not enough (Utah - February 2016)

The Nobility of Good Lawyers with Bad Clients (Oregon - February 2016)

Pretrial Justice Institute (PJI) and the Right to Counsel National Campaign (March/April 2016)

Right To Counsel (R2C) Newsletter (March 2016)
Including The Colorado Bail Book: A Defense Practitioner’s Guide to Adult Pretrial Release
and Launch of a National Task Force on Fines, Fees and Bail Practices

NYSAC: State Budget Should Assume Indigent Defense Costs (New York — March 2016)

40 years after Gregg v. Georgia: A National Conference on the Death Penalty (March/April 2016)



http://files.ctctcdn.com/33b98981401/affdd477-78db-4844-a491-9aa71ff7b7ed.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/33b98981401/affdd477-78db-4844-a491-9aa71ff7b7ed.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZFEUZ9xgXHPPLPOJcaRJd-yQuWS3qnSjl2Du35Yt4G5gze7OPjG9UZadMOoIS0v0AcCjrm9akIguhQ_IopqlBEq4l0__wyPFjT1nusKatW6LG46Jemj32N5udLYwQCnkmojzC7j_MJKnACdJrWRk2-25xGPenKMYwj88gZ0SH0ya6UJxwSYKOU02yQDSs1mCGYrIFC-Z4nycvCpQ_UqDC6u01szNi-AmsW66dg7yruEPk-MXLtyn_DEcOkRMR81TQRMn3F6NE-s=&c=JZM17V5uotlHzbJ4dqkgd3PvJz79RVX3iF6fbFgfhSox6bAmSxRscQ==&ch=PbTqM3l2Kv4IP4LOSAaUFoZeh4SXRbRwwgviBHJD4LhBWRrY1FWScg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZFEUZ9xgXHPPLPOJcaRJd-yQuWS3qnSjl2Du35Yt4G5gze7OPjG9UZadMOoIS0v040iLb-ES38Gl7kychx_JHc7ewDIbejcuJuj1glst3uGzFoCTa0uGiO4asePeWwPgJsv4C4cVZPj3b0Zw19VF_HbCHzNFouQFT5C8Ca_ZdUrlh3H5PRPyPJVkhOhoh57qGgnS-wCdlt0eJrWnASMskwor6dwuhnhbKJHo_GaRIbVop9nCK7GqDgpst-hFZiZhU81X_CAoyZhGjks_Apl524NZEASwjI0349TPricdHiHDPeklwWKpV2oxiXPN98KUI5_Avn29PHDzECgu939EWndKb8ha_Yd4oJzv7bREGlk=&c=JZM17V5uotlHzbJ4dqkgd3PvJz79RVX3iF6fbFgfhSox6bAmSxRscQ==&ch=PbTqM3l2Kv4IP4LOSAaUFoZeh4SXRbRwwgviBHJD4LhBWRrY1FWScg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZFEUZ9xgXHPPLPOJcaRJd-yQuWS3qnSjl2Du35Yt4G5gze7OPjG9UZadMOoIS0v0m-J48M5c2YEPnWGrwXSsBf_jlozXyFv3ygUWIGXzWjTiqF4mEn4KfzTho3H8WqOoId-bfa4gYAGtroG5CXzsNeurK2mDKm9z3cNECk9J9-1Pm8BUDvz2JbJ8B8iQqdcf1h_P-osZn_x1UOLy3fjGKHGIHN6ITva3pcicNkJxxviQvQQyXqKHOC6Xd5OFTWPjwqsQZjm5f6LPiqgDQ3qDcGtSvAEF-ZqTzMu0GubGBb1noRyYPCtNMWOB9VNSOVI8A4gZSFEmfO3wqlNepif30Q==&c=JZM17V5uotlHzbJ4dqkgd3PvJz79RVX3iF6fbFgfhSox6bAmSxRscQ==&ch=PbTqM3l2Kv4IP4LOSAaUFoZeh4SXRbRwwgviBHJD4LhBWRrY1FWScg==
http://tidc.texas.gov/media/47670/160505pressrelease.pdf
http://www.timesrecordnews.com/news/trn-investigates/bottom-line/county-handcuffed-to-rising-indigent-defense-costs-2926d730-3767-7b19-e053-0100007f3d00-369476672.html
http://files.ctctcdn.com/33b98981401/60210c45-1d36-4483-a392-81b30293d667.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZFEUZ9xgXHPPLPOJcaRJd-yQuWS3qnSjl2Du35Yt4G5gze7OPjG9UZadMOoIS0v0qyhzYFbUd1iAbHpft2zhw1k5K6rXHqrJjyygDV7gVPlKGjndq3DGggTurpuoKm6LNI-MG1hk5h3voQBdtE5FJ8-P3QvjUH8Yd9yJ1YM1puSDrPnR4BsIMrwSWs26p7wBJEPoLplr1JfMe7HopIK_mbG8uaczNPnE6Z1pG6ltY_opKEd1j0MY6Q==&c=JZM17V5uotlHzbJ4dqkgd3PvJz79RVX3iF6fbFgfhSox6bAmSxRscQ==&ch=PbTqM3l2Kv4IP4LOSAaUFoZeh4SXRbRwwgviBHJD4LhBWRrY1FWScg==
http://files.ctctcdn.com/33b98981401/6b08e11b-3f25-47e5-865f-6a9814ace3b1.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZFEUZ9xgXHPPLPOJcaRJd-yQuWS3qnSjl2Du35Yt4G5gze7OPjG9UZadMOoIS0v0logfujvi50WAom5074zUq8z4WwD4RfjY7JHA-vV_UPDhbElWOU8F9iOy94lO51Vul0UdN2dcqJAP95u6_HPZu7AQSRy9DLXJZFfU1InR8DSypycWE4Ehrn1RFtQFfoknp2glEqGIBqA_1Zuu6H8B82ezWbFBjWSyl7muof8Ug_T_x7es2H9NJ7eRm0uX-jHoVX12_vtuAFY=&c=JZM17V5uotlHzbJ4dqkgd3PvJz79RVX3iF6fbFgfhSox6bAmSxRscQ==&ch=PbTqM3l2Kv4IP4LOSAaUFoZeh4SXRbRwwgviBHJD4LhBWRrY1FWScg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZFEUZ9xgXHPPLPOJcaRJd-yQuWS3qnSjl2Du35Yt4G5gze7OPjG9UZadMOoIS0v05JOPqFSHxdFl0-lL1HXCbVTWISu5GNSUquu1oYYX82JvcG1CqSXjJF2Qru5OjfaW8onG1DPl_u9U0BHSbGT4nRPRC1-pSYzod4V3r1-FkT6njRhrtNDZmQwe9RjiazgngriXcpRTqWB44Ivz2MdNKzhyKDfM24ZjfdQo8KHM5Cby3SpDWU1qCRweVruxXdAMOP8ov3VPeGlxplBKrwTuNTH5SG3f9ibJkmUB_LvqvpxZZxOFhPTi-Rsbm8qPJ-vmH_b6gwpqLpvNgSd55DwxEg==&c=JZM17V5uotlHzbJ4dqkgd3PvJz79RVX3iF6fbFgfhSox6bAmSxRscQ==&ch=PbTqM3l2Kv4IP4LOSAaUFoZeh4SXRbRwwgviBHJD4LhBWRrY1FWScg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZFEUZ9xgXHPPLPOJcaRJd-yQuWS3qnSjl2Du35Yt4G5gze7OPjG9UZadMOoIS0v0db1dk-SiV-r6aF-WpUIAtXV6YZ2Y9_HHNutrnEocS6N_qcmAO6LRZn8eViD3PjszuSBD7xVAilp_F6rdLK4wD_7U5V8HSSBkx-haTe5ySzVcD2pTd6DuySH0NP89nrhP7-yDVVcTzOtXKp4XyDeJ_VPnyFa2P0osCFXQnv4y3_K4le2X575GsNkzgAPaXiKpaWRv-Lhk8EjMMuY6msycXaH5ZKA61eX_ZpSW7DNmXUGbS6YcpJmwy0xOZBJOY9Tj&c=JZM17V5uotlHzbJ4dqkgd3PvJz79RVX3iF6fbFgfhSox6bAmSxRscQ==&ch=PbTqM3l2Kv4IP4LOSAaUFoZeh4SXRbRwwgviBHJD4LhBWRrY1FWScg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZFEUZ9xgXHPPLPOJcaRJd-yQuWS3qnSjl2Du35Yt4G5gze7OPjG9UZadMOoIS0v0Os3LwA1uJ_G9X3HRHnCs4xbzTEDyH8Rq4cYm_r5SBcihA_qtn-fbP7opr4gctpFfvD_soj9G_bvBTrjG4F6gc69-nGR2J7PkPwSzkuE_k34i0TJbsJEWZp86tLaJ9SUqz9-5SaZbnlrcYBkTQEmVKt4GyNWFgcC_0RYPwGY1t4PQH_uEn3NgTZYBrovVa32_FlcAon9ykCG1HWYDz2kSIZ_CgafhTOAh5MKY4dz_fEE=&c=JZM17V5uotlHzbJ4dqkgd3PvJz79RVX3iF6fbFgfhSox6bAmSxRscQ==&ch=PbTqM3l2Kv4IP4LOSAaUFoZeh4SXRbRwwgviBHJD4LhBWRrY1FWScg==
http://www.americanbar.org/groups/legal_aid_indigent_defendants/initiatives/indigent_defense_systems_improvement/indigent_defense_summit/2016_summit_materials.html
https://lieu.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/congressman-ted-w-lieu-introduces-no-money-bail-act-2016
http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/02/debtors-prison/462378/
http://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/end-the-cycle-of-debt-for-indigent-defendants/
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/19/opinion/when-the-public-defender-says-i-cant-help.html?_r=1
http://lcej.org/
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/local/capitol/2016/02/18/survey-few-courts-require-lawyers-poor-critical-early-stage/80550316/
http://www.standard.net/Government/2016/02/17/Public-defense-bill-introduced-ACLU-says-it-s-not-enough.html
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2016/02/the-nobility-of-good-lawyers-with-bad-clients/459645/
http://www.pretrial.org/
http://www.rtcnationalcampaign.org/newsletters/2016-march/
http://files.ctctcdn.com/33b98981401/3b9f27c3-df92-4318-90f2-92cebd2aafde.pdf
http://www.ncsc.org/Newsroom/News-Releases/2016/Task-Force-on-Fines-Fees-and-Bail-Practices.aspx
http://files.ctctcdn.com/33b98981401/a21dcc2b-4618-42a7-8bbd-c6ecc254f394.pdf
http://www.americanbar.org/groups/crsj/projects/death_penalty_due_process_review_project/events_meetings/40.html

