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Change in Cases Added FY 17 to 18
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New civil case filings increased in 2018 at every trial court level but most
significantly in the justice courts.

Municipal
(1)

593,923 1 A)

529,532 I 11%
Justice
\/\_, V

194,907

94,341 6%
County
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Civil filings increased in nearly every case category.

Change in Filings — District and County Courts

From Previous Year

Injury/Damage - Motor Vehicle W 12%
Medical Malpractice 4%
Other Prof. Malpractice M 15%
Product Liability - Asbestos/Silica -47%
Other Product Liability -40% N
Other Injury/Damage I 5%
Eminent Domain I 59%
Other Real Property B 18%
Consumer/Commercial/Debt B 6%
Other Contract 0 7%
Other Civil | 3%
Tax -5% I
Civil Rel. to Criminal Matters B 13%

Overall 7%

5-Year

B 44%
Bl 23%
| 2%

-55% N

-58% N
4%
B 43%
Bl 30%
B 47%
M 17%
4%

-6% 1

M 19%
M 19%



Civil filings increased in nearly every case category.

Change in Filings — Justice and Municipal Courts

From Previous Year 5-Year
Debt Claim B 29% B 141%
Landlord/Tenant 2% I 9%
Small Claims -1% | 8%
Municipal 1% -20% I
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Debt cases increased significantly over
the last 5 years and account for a large Lustice |
share of the courts’ civil caseload. I 141%

214,107

Debt Cases as % of Courts’ Civil Caseload in 2018

District 21% /

Statutory County [ /8%
5-Y
Constitutional County || NG 30% County ear

51,540
ustce - I <0 \/
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Change in Cases Filed

-191 - Rk
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From 2017-18,the number
of debt cases in the justice
courts rose by nearly 48,000
(29%).

88 percent of counties
reported an increase in
cases.




Injury/damage cases involving a motor

vehicle have increased significantly, £0.649
primarily in the district courts where 4%
there has been a 70% increase in the .
Involving Motor
last 5 years. Vehicle
Motor Vehicle Cases as % of Courts’ Civil Caseload in 2018
District 19%
Other than Motor 12,588 1%

Statutory County _ 15% Vehicle 5-Year

Constitutional County I 1%
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Probate and guardianship filings increased in all case categories except minor guardianships.

105,607 From Previous Year 5-Year
\/\/I 7 9% Independent Administration B 2% B 13%
Dependent Administration . 6% | 1%
Other Estate I 3% -12% -
Adult Guardianship - 12% . 8%
Minor Guardianship -6% l -16% -
:\::L:?n Other Probate I 4% I 4%
New Existing \
Cases Cases

37%

63% Includes applications related to a guardianship or estate and post-

judgment matters to compel compliance with statutory requirements.
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While total filings in adult guardianship Nearly 52,000 active guardianship cases
cases increased from the previous year, the were reported as of the end of 2018.
number of new cases filed decreased.

Guardianship of Adult 51,663

/\/\

4,307 l 12 %

5-Year

2%
5-Year

Guardianship of Minor
- — 34 %

583 5-Year
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While the reported number of inventories and filed in
guardianship cases remained essentially unchanged since 2011, the number of
guardianship of the person reports increased 49 percent.

27%

30,198
Guardianship of PeW 5-Year

/

Annual/Final Acccounts
7,730 5-Year

Inventories
0.4%

5-Year

1,496
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After rising to an all-time high in 2017, the number of applications filed for
involuntary mental health commitment declined by 4% in 2018.

47,550
10 %
5-Year Disposition at Final Hearing - 2018

Inpatient Commitment _ 63%
Ordered i

Release Ordered for
Proposed Patient

34%

Outpatient

0,
Commitment Ordered 3%
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The number of new family cases filed in 2018 was close to the all-time high in 2013.

Thousands

281
4%
5-Year

New family law cases

Post-judgment
modification/enforcement

/s I 17%

5-Year
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Divorce - Children

Divorce - No Children
Parent-Child (No Divorce)
Child Protection

Term. Parental Rights
Adoption

Protect. Orders (No Divorce)
IV-D (Child Support)

All Other Family Law

Post Judgment - Modification
Post Judgment - Enforcement
Post Judgment - IV-D

5-Year
3% Il
-1% |
-39% GG
B 30%
3% |
M 9%
Bl 16%
B 25%
-4% i
B 14%
-4% |




Title IV-D (child support) cases accounted
for 1/3 of all family cases filed in 2018.
New suits continuously increased over last
few years while post-judgment suits
remained relatively steady.

New IV-D 25%

Post-Judgment IV-D
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Divorce cases accounted for another third.
Divorce cases not involving children remained
steady over the last few years, while divorce
cases involving children continuously declined.

Divorce - No Children

1 1%
—/\, 66,746 5_Year
\
Divorce - Children 26,731 1 3%

5-Year




New child protection cases increased The percentage of plaintiffs/ petitioners
over each of the past 6 years. who were self-represented at the time of
filing a case has steadily grown, reaching

20% 40 percent in 2018.

14,318 5-Year

Consistent

with national

study

conducted by

National

26% Center for
State Courts

40%
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After 9 years of significant decline, the number of juvenile cases filed in district
and county courts rose 4 percent in 2017 then declined slightly in 2018.

5-Year

53,015 CINS  -41% N
Homicides B 20%
Assault/Attempted Murder B 36%
Assault -3% |
Indecency/Sexual Assault Child | 1%
28.930 Agg. Robbery/Robbery M 24%
Burglary -28% Il
1 7% Theft -56% N
orvear Auto Theft Bl 40%
Felony Drugs -23% IR
Misdemeanor Drugs -39% N
DWI | 5%

Other Offenses 19%
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The number of Class C cases involving juveniles or minors declined 63 percent
since 2012. Nearly half filings in 2018 were traffic cases.

From Previous Year 5-Year

314 Traffic -7% I -9% I

Alcohol -9% I -38% -
DUI 8% || -38% [

Thousands

Drug Paraphernalia | 1% l 14%
115 Tobacco & E-Cigarette .20% -10% I
1 45% Local Daytime Curfew -22% . -53% -
5-Y
- All Other Non-Traffic -13% l -39% -
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Changes to school ticketing laws (in 2014) and truancy laws (in 2016) led to significant
declines in the related case categories. Over the past 2 years, Education Code and truancy
cases increased from 2017.

cases increased, and

Truancy

Truancy

Parent
Contributing to
Nonattendance

Other Education Code

Parent Contrib. to
Nonattendance

Education Code 14,688

894
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From Previous Year

Bz
B s%
B 4%

5-Year

2
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The number of new misdemeanor cases filed has fallen 31 percent from a high in 2007 to
the lowest filing rate since 1993. The number of new felony cases filed increased each year
since 2014 and reached a filing rate in 2018 that was second only to the peak in 2007.

585,499

Misdemeanors

219,759 216922 29

/ — 5-Year
’—/\

Felonies
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Felony Filings

Capital Murder

Murder, Manslaughter, Homicides
Assault, Attempted Murder
Sexual Assault of Adult
Indecency/Sexual Assault of Child
Family Violence Assault

Robbery

Burglary

Theft

Auto Theft

Drug Sale/Manufacture

Drug Possession

Felony DWI

Other Felony

5-Year

M 10% DWI 1st
-27% R DWI 2nd
B 9% Theft
-15% N Theft by Check
B 7% Marijuana Possession
I 5% Other Drug Offenses
I5% Family Violence Assault
Other Assault

-23%
18% N Traffic
i — Suspended/Invalid License
° Other Misds.

0,
l 6% Appeals from Lower Courts
B 26%
-12% IR

B 10%
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Misdemeanor Filings

5-Year
| 2%
-2% |
-47% I
-81% I
4%
6% I
5%
-10% I
-1% |
-25% I
| 1%
-28% N




Almost 40 percent of new misdemeanor and felony cases filed in 2018 involved drugs or
alcohol. Felony drug possession cases reached a new peak.

All Other Misds.

Drug

DWI

Assault

Theft

Appeals
Suspended/Invalid License
Traffic

Drug

Other Felony

Theft

Assault/Att. Murder
Robbery/Burglary
Family Violence
Felony DWI

Sexual Assault
Murder

29%
——

21% 87,618' 2%
I 1%

11% _
39 Misdemeanor

6% Drug Offenses
(6]

5%
2%

5-Year

60,559' 26%

5-Year

I 34%
22%
12%
10%
9%

5%

N 5%
3%
1%

Felony Drug
Possession



After 9 years of decline, the number of After 4 years of decline, the number of
new misdemeanor DWI cases filed new felony DWI cases filed increased by
increased by 8% in 2018. 6% in 2018.

77,367 I 2% 10'2111 12%

5-Year 5-Year
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The number of traffic and parking cases filed in 2018 was 38 percent lower than the peak
in 2006 and was the lowest number since at least 1980. The number of non-traffic

misdemeanor filings was 50 percent lower than the peak in 2008 and was the lowest
number since 1984.

2 9.1 From Previous Year 5-Year
o
= State Traffic Laws -0.2% -14% [}
Parking | 1% -1% |
Traffic and Parking 56 Local Traffic Ordinance -16% -
1 13% Non-Traffic - Penal Code -6% I
oYear Non-Traffic - Non-Penal Code -3% I
0,
Non 2.1 27% Local Non-Traffic Ordinance -12% .
Traffic 5-Year
1.1 Overall -1% |
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Courts of Appeals

From 2011 to 2018, the number of criminal filings declined 39% to the lowest criminal
level since 1995. The number of civil cases in 2018 was the highest number of civil cases
filed in the history of the courts of appeals.

t 3%
U —_— " 5,581 5-Year
/_/\/\ 4,696
l 17%

5-Year
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Court of Criminal Appeals

Applications for writs of habeas
corpus declined 10 percent from the
previous year to the lowest level since
at least 2001.

4,075

1 14%

5-Year
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Petitions for discretionary review decreased
to the lowest level since at least 1989. After
4 years of decline, original proceedings
increased 17 percent from 2017.




Supreme Court

The number of cases added to the court’s docket increased in all categories. Petitions for
review, which account for the majority of the court’s caseload, increased by 4 percent from
the previous year to the highest number filed since 2003.

Petitions for review

- 944 I 19%
— 5-Year

Other petitions & writs

343
Regular causes 5-Year

/_/\/\ P’\/\_\
— __—135 I 45%

5-Year

5
i =X
&5 Y A
X

OFFICE of COURT ADMINISTRATION




	Slide Number 1
	Change in Cases Added FY 17 to 18
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31

