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- JURY INSTRUCTIONS.

MEMBERS OF THE JURY

The defendant Brenda Delgado, stands charged by mdlctment with the
offense of capital murder, alleged to have been commltted onor about September
2, 2015, in Dallas County, Texas. To this charge, the defendant has pleaded not

guilty. You are instructed that the law applicable to thrs case is as follows:

Offense Defimtions

- Aperson commlts murder |fthe person mtentronally or know:ngly causes the

death of an 1nd1v1dqal.

A person'commits capitai murder if the person commits rnurder, as thatterm
is herein defined, and:

(1) the person commits the murder for remuneration or the promise of

remuneration- or employs another to commit the murder for remuneretion

or the promise of remuneration; or

{2) the person inte_ntionailr/ commits the murder in the course of committing

or attempting to commit robbery.




A person commits robbery if, in the course of committing theft, as that term
is herein defined, and with intent to obta'i_n or maintain control of the property of -
another, the person ‘int‘entio‘pailly,_ knowingly or recklessly causes bodily injury to

another.

A person commits theft if the person unlawfu[ly approprlates property with

intent to deprwe the owner of the property

Term Definitions

“Actor” means a person-whose criminal responsibilitys in issue in a criminal

action.
“Another” means a person other than the actor.

“Appropriate” means to. acquire or otherW|se exercnse control over property
other than real property Approprlatlon of property is un!awfu! if it is without the

owner's effecttve consent. - 3

”Attempt” to.commit an offense occurs if, W|th spec;flc lntent to commit an
.offense a. person does an act amount[ng to more than mere preparatlon that

tends, but fails, to effect the comm:ssron of the offense lntended

“Bodily injury” means physical pa'in,. iliness, or any'fimpairment of'physica[‘

condition,



“Deadly weapon” means a firearm.
”Deprlve” means to wathhold property from the owner permanently or for
S0 extended a period of trme that a major portion of the vaiue or enjoyment of the

property is lost to the owner.

“Effective consent” means assent in fact, whether express or apparent, and
includes consent by a person legally authorized to act for the owner. Consent is

not effective if induced by force, threat, or fraud. . .

“Firearm’” means any device designed, made, or adapted to expel a projectile
" through a barrel by using the;energy'generatec_i,;b\'/ an explosion or burning
~ substance or any device rea‘d%iy- convertible to that use. |

“In the course of commit’ti’_hg theft” means cor_r(':.iLic:tE that oc'ours inan attempt
to commit, during the commission, or in i'mmedie_te }Ii:ght after the attempt or .

‘commission of theft.

“Individual” means a human being who is alive.
”Owner means a person who has title to the property, possession of the
property, whether fawful or not or a greater rlght to possessron of the property

than the person charged.

“person” means an individual.



“property” means tangible or intangible - personal _oroperty including
anything severed from land, or a document, including money, that represents or

 embodies anything of value.-

“possession” ‘means actual care, custody, ‘control, or management of.

property.

' Mental State Deﬁniﬁons

The following def:nltlon apphes to the offense of capntal murder:

A person acts mtentlonally, or with intent, with respect to a result of her

. conduct when it is-her conscious objective or desire to cause the result

A person acts knowingly, or with knowiedge, with, respect to a result of her
conduct when she is aware that her conduct is reasonabiy certam to cause the

result.

The followlng definitions apply to the offense of robbery:
A person acts intentionally, or with intent, with respect to the nature of her '
. conduct orto a result of her conduct when.it is her consmous objectwe or desire to

" engage in the conduct or cause the result,

A person acts knowingly, of with knowledge, with respect to the nature of
her conduct or to circumstances-surrounding her conduct when she is aware of the

nature of her conduct or that the circumstances exist. A person acts knowingly, or



" with knowledge, with respect to a result of her conduct when she is aware that her

conduct is reasonably certain to cause the result.

A vperson acts recklessly, or is teckless, with respet:t to circqms;tances .
surrounding her conduct or the result of her conduct when she is aware of but
.'c'onsciously disregards a substantial and unjustifiable risk that the cichmstan'ceS'
exist or the result WI|| occur. The r:sk must be of such a nature and degree that its .
dlsregard constitutes a gross devnatlon from the standard of care that an ordlnary
person would exercise under all the circumstances as viewed from the actor’s

- standpoint.

Crlmmal Responsibilitv for Conduct of Another

A person is crlmlnally résponsible if the result would not have occurred but

for her conduct.

A person is criminally responsible as a party to‘a_n offense if the offense is
: committed'by,her own éonduct, by the conduct of another for which she is
criminally responéibie, or by both. Each party to an-offense may be charged with s

commission of the offense..

A person is criminally responsible for an offense committed by the conduct
-of another if acting with intent to promote or assist the commission of the.offense,
. she solicits, encourages, directs, aids, or attempt's to aid the other person to

commit the offense. Mere presence alone does not make one a party to an offense.



Accomplice Witnesses

A person who has been charged with the same offense as the defendant is.

~an accomiplice.

A conviction cannot be had upon the testimony of an accomplice unless the -
jury first be!ieve that the accomplice’s testimony is true and that it shows the
defendant is guilty of the offen"se charged against her and even then you cannot
convict unless the accomplice’s testimony is corroborated by other evidence |
tending to connect the defendant with the offense charged and the corroboration
is not suffscnent if it merely shows the commission of the offense, but it must tend

to connect the defendant wath lts commlssmn

You are charged that Crystal Cortes is an accomphce if any offense was
A | commltted and you are instructed that you cannot convict, the defendant upon the
‘testlmony of Crystal Cortes un[ess you first believe that her test!mony is true and
that it shows the defendant is gunty as charged in the lnd|ctment Even then, youi
- cannot convict the defendant unless you further belleve that there is other
e'wdence in this case, outsnde of the testimony of Crystal Cortes, tending to connect
the defendant-with the cornm;ission of the offense charged in the indictment, and
then from all the evidence you rhust.be’lieve beyond a reaalona-ble doubt that the

~defendantis guilty. .

=Capital Murder

Now bearing in mind the foregoing instruCtions; if you unanimously find from
the evidence beyond a reasonable doubt that on or about September 2, 2015, in

A
H



Dallas County, Texas, the defenda nt, Brenda Delgado did intentionally or knowingly
cause the death of Kendra Hatcher, an individualr by employing Kr'istopher Love to
murder Kendra Hatcher for remuneratlon orthe promlse of remuneratton to wit:
drugs and Umted States currency from defendant and a drug cartel and pursuant
to said agreement Kristopher Love did 1ntent|onally or knowmgly cause the death
of Kendra Hatcher by shooting her with a firearm, a deadly weapon then you will
find the defendant guilty of capit_al‘murder as charged in the indictment,
N : OR | |

Af you unanimously find from the evidence beyond a reasonable doubt that
: on or about September 2; 2015 in Dallas County, Texas Kristopher Love did
~ intentionally cause the death of Kendra Hatcher, an mdlvrdual by shooting her with
a firearm, a deadly weapon whlle in the course of commrttmg or attempttng to
" commit the offense of robbery of Kendra Hatcher, and |f you further find from the

evidence beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant Brenda Delgado, actlng

o with the |ntent to promotelor assmt in the comm:ssmn of the offense, did solicit,

encourage, drrect a|d or attempt to aid Knstopher l_ove in mtentronally causing
the death of Kendra Hatcher,, then you will fmd,_-t,hre defendant.gurlty of capital

- murder.-

if you do not so 'find,‘or if you have a reasonable doubt thereof,' you will

acquit the defendant and say by your verdict “not guilty."

Presumiptions and Burden of Proof

In all criminat cases, the burden of proof is on the State. All persons are

presumed to be innocent, and ho person may be convicted of an offense unless



each element of the.offense is proved beyond a reasonable doubt The fact that a

person has been arrested confined, or indicted for or otherwise charged with the

_offense gnves nse to.no mference of guilt at her trial. The law does not requrre a

-defendant to prove heri mnocence or produce any e\ndence at all. The presumptlon
of innocence alone is sufficient to acquit the defendant, unless you are satrsfled _
beyond a reasonable doubt of the defendant s gmlt after careful and lmpartlat

: con5|deratlon of aII the ev:dence sn this case.

The State has the burden of proving the defendant gulity and it must do 50
by proving each and -every element of the offense’ charged beyond a reasonabie'
‘ doubt This burden rests upon the State throughout the trraE and never shifts to the

defendant If the State falls to meet its burden you must acquit the defendant.

It'is not required that the State prove thé!defendant’s-guilt‘beyond all’
possible doubt; it is required th'a,tf the State’s proof exbludea all “reasonable doubt”

‘concerning the defendant’s-éuilt.
In"the event that you. have a reasonable doubt as to the defendant's guilt
+ after considering all the evidence before you and these instructions, you will acquit

the_defendant and say b;,r yofur verdict “not guilty.”! .

s E\ridentiarv Instruc:tion’s; '

You are instructed that you are not to allow yourselves to be influenced in
any degree whatsoever by what you ‘may think or surmlse the opinion of the Court_

to be. _The Court has no rlght by any word or any act to indicate any opinion -



respecting any matter of_fact‘involved in this case, nor to indicate any desire
respecting.itsoutcome. The Court has not intended to express.any opinion upon
_any mattelr"of fact in this case, and if you hav,e‘obs‘erved anything which you have
. or may interpret as the Court’s opinion upon any matter of fact in this case, you

" _rmust wholly disregard it.

At times throughout the trial, the’(fourt has been called dpon to pass on the
question of whether or--net cer_tain offered evidence ntight preperly be admitted. '
Do not be concerned with the reasons forsuch rdlings and draw no inferences from
.them. Whether offered eviden‘Ee is admissible is ‘burel'y' a- du'estion of law. In

admitting evidence to w:hich an objection is made, the Court does not determine
| what welght should be glven such evidence; nor does it pass on the credibility of
the witness As to any offer of ewdence that has been rejected by the Court, you of
coursé must not con5|der the same As'to any questlon to which an objectlon was

sustamed you must not conjecture as to what the answer mlght have been or as'
i

to the reason for the objection.

| Youare instructed?-that-yeu may consider all re:ievaht facts and circumstances
surroundmg the alleged kdllng and the prewous relatlonsh|p existing between the
defendant and the’ deceased i any, together ‘with all relevant facts and

' 'Clrcumstances going to show the condltton of the mind ofthe defendant atthe time

. ofthe offense alleged in the mdlctrnent

~ You are instructed that th'edef‘enda‘nt may testify in her awn behalf if she

chooses to do se, but if she elects not to do so, that fact cannot be taken by you as



‘a clrcumstance against her or prejudice her in any wéy. The defendant has elected
hot to testify, and you are instructed that you cannot and must nhot refer to or
a!lude to that fact throughout your dehberations or take it into con5|derat|on for

any purpose whatsoever, .

| You> are instfucted_ 'that if there is any te.stimony— before you in this case .
regarding the defendant’s having committed an offense other than the ‘offense
" alleged agamst her in the indictment in this case, you cannot consider that
testimony for any purpose unless you find and beheve beyond a reasonable doubt
that the defendant committed such other offense, if any was commttted, and even
then you may only consider it in determining the motive, opportunity,. intent,
preparation, plan, knowledge, or state of mind of the defendant, if any, and for no

other purpose. ' . ‘

Concluding |nstruct|ons

Itis only from the witness stand that the juryis perm|tted to receive evidence
.regarding_the case, and ho juror is permitted to communicate to-any other juror
anything he may have heard regarding the case from any source other than the

witness stand.
" In deliberating’on this case, you are not to refer to or discuss any matter or

issue not in evidence, before you, and you are not to talk about this case to anyone

not of your jury.
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Mere sentiment, conjecture, sympathy, passion, prejudice, public opinion or

pubiic feeling is to play no part in your deliberations.

You are the exclusive judges of the facts proved, of the credibility of the -
witnesses, and of the weight to be given to the testimony, but you are bound to

" receive and to follow the law from the Court.

After you have retired to consider the verdict, ho one has. any authority to A
communicate with you excebt the bailiff who has you in charge. You may
com_muniéate with this Court in writing, signed by your presidingjuror, through the

bailiff who has you in charge. Do not attemipt to talk to the bailiff, the attorneys, or

the Court concerning any question you may have.

After ai'gument of 6ouﬁsel,'you will retire and select one of your members as
your presi'ding juror. 1t is the duty ofl your presiding juror to '_preside at your
deliberations and to vote with you in arriving at a verdict. Your ver'dict' must be
unanimods, and after you have arrived at your verdict, you may use one of the

attached forms by having 'yourA présiding jurar sfgn the particular form that

conforms to your verdict.
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VERDICT FORMS

We, the jury, unanimously find the defendant guilty of capital murder, as

- charged in the indictment.

\pam p. LA Qe‘)vmw\

Presu:hnthﬁ'jor Signature

%m&} Y C AR

Presiding Juror Printed Name

We, the jury, find the defendant not guilty.

Presiding Juro':j Signature

‘ PresidingJuror'Printed Name
’ i
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