
• Criminal clearance rates are increasing. Between March 2022 to April 2023, the 
statewide clearance rate reached 104%.

• Between March 2020 to April 2023, the number of COVID active pending cases 
was 47,914, 35% less than what was reported during the COVID timeframe 
(74,056).

• Between March 2022 to April 2023, 90% of the top ten counties with the 
largest backlogs reported clearance rates above 100%.

• Civil clearance rates continue to increase. Between March 2022 to April 2023, 
the statewide clearance rate reached 95%.

• Between March 2020 to April 2023, the number of COVID active pending cases 
was 65,591, 66% more than what was reported during the COVID timeframe 
(39,453).

• Between March 2022 to April 2023, 90% of the top ten counties with the 
largest backlog increased their clearance rates from what was reported from 
March 2020 to February 2021, while one county remained the same.

• Family clearance rates continue to increase. Between March 2022 to April 
2023, the statewide clearance rate was 99%.

• Between March 2020 to April 2023, the number of COVID active pending cases 
was 10% less than what was reported during the COVID timeframe (50,088 
compared to 55,386).

• Between March 2022 to April 2023, all top ten counties with the largest 
backlog had higher clearance rates than what was reported during the March 
2020 to February 2021 timeframe.

• Juvenile clearance rates are decreasing. Between March 2022 to April 2023, the 
statewide clearance rate was 93%, 8% less than what was reported from March 
2020 to February 2021.

• Between March 2020 to April 2023, the number of COVID active pending cases 
was 85% more than what was reported during the COVID timeframe (1,891 
compared to 1,023).

• Between March 2022 to April 2023, 40% of the top ten counties with the 
largest backlog increased their clearance rates from what was reported from 
March 2021 to February 2022.
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Top 10 Counties with the Largest Criminal Backlog: 
Change in Percentage of Statewide Backlog

Between March 2022 to April 2023, the top 10 counties 
with the largest backlog made up 20% of the total 
statewide backlog, 37% less than the percentage of 
statewide backlog reported from March 2020 to 
February 2022.

Top 10 Counties with the Largest Civil Backlog: 
Change in Percentage of Statewide Backlog

Between March 2022 to April 2023, the top 10 counties 
with the largest backlog made up 72% of the total 
statewide backlog, 16% more than the percentage of 
statewide backlog reported from March 2020 to 
February 2022.

Top 10 Counties with the Largest Family Backlog: 
Change in Percentage of Statewide Backlog

Between March 2022 to April 2023, the top 10 
counties with the largest backlog made up 15% of the 
total statewide backlog, 47% less than the percentage 
of statewide backlog reported from March 2020 to 
February 2022.

Top 10 Counties with the Largest Juvenile Backlog: 
Change in Percentage of Statewide Backlog

Between March 2022 to April 2023, the top 10 
counties with the largest backlog made up 21% of the 
total statewide backlog, 41% less than the percentage 
of statewide backlog reported from March 2020 to 
February 2022.

Created June 2023. Data through April 2023

DISTRICT– Data through April 2023

*NOTE: OCA is currently reviewing the active pending cases for Harris County. The District Clerk’s Office has confirmed that there were two large 
adjustments, which have led to an increase in the % of Statewide Post-COVID Backlog. Further review of the docket adjustments is in progress.



COUNTY – Data through April 2023

• Criminal clearance rates continue to increase. Between March 2022 to April 2023, 
the clearance rate reached 111%.

• Between March 2020 to April 2023, the number of COVID active pending cases 
was 36,137, 54% less than what was reported during the COVID timeframe 
(79,055).

• Between March 2022 to April 2023, 90% of the top ten counties with the largest 
backlog increased their clearance rates from what was reported from March 2020 
to February 2021.
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• During the March 2022 to April 2023 timeframe, the statewide civil clearance rate 
was 98%.

• Between March 2020 to April 2023, the number of COVID active pending cases 
was 11,690, 49% more than what was reported during the COVID timeframe 
(7,824).

• Between March 2022 to April 2023, 70% of the top ten counties with the largest 
backlog increased their clearance rates from what was reported from March 2020 
to February 2021.

• Family clearance rates continue to increase. Between March 2022 to April 2023, 
the statewide clearance rate reached 98%.

• Between March 2020 to April 2023, the number of COVID active pending cases 
was 7,116, 11% more than what was reported during the COVID timeframe 
(6,428).

• Between March 2022 to April 2023, 60% of the top ten counties with the largest 
backlog reported clearance rates greater than 100%.

• Juvenile clearance rates are decreasing. Between March 2022 to April 2023, the 
statewide clearance rate was 89%.

• Between March 2020 to April 2023, the number of COVID active pending cases 
was 1,246, 101% more than what was reported during the COVID timeframe 
(619).

• Between March 2022 to April 2023, 70% of the top ten counties with the largest 
backlog increased their clearance rates from what was reported from March 2021 
to February 2022.
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3/2020 - 2/2022 3/2022 - 4/2023

County Population
% Statewide COVID 
Backlog

% Statewide Post-
COVID Backlog

Fort Bend 858,527 16% 6%
Kerr 53,161 8% 2%
Ector 161,091 5%
Val Verde 47,564 5%
Harrison 69,150 4% 11%
Kleberg 30,635 4% 2%
Brazoria 379,689 4%
Calhoun 19,727 4% 1%
Childress 6,736 4% 1%
Chambers 48,865 3% 3%

56% 25%

Top 10 Counties with Largest Backlog

TOTAL

3/2020 - 2/2022 3/2022 - 4/2023

County Population
% Statewide COVID 
Backlog

% Statewide Post-
COVID Backlog

Hidalgo 880,356 15%
El Paso 867,947 10%
Williamson 643,026 9%
Kaufman 157,768 7%
Galveston 355,062 5%
Angelina 86,506 4% 10%
Webb 267,945 4% 6%
Smith 237,186 3% 20%
Jim Wells 38,847 3%
Wise 71,714 3%

63% 36%

Top 10 Counties with Largest Backlog

TOTAL

3/2020 - 2/2022 3/2022 - 4/2023

County Population
% Statewide COVID 
Backlog

% Statewide Post-
COVID Backlog

Dallas 2,586,050 19% 1%
Liberty 97,621 6% 9%
Houston 22,241 6% 1%
Nueces 353,079 4% 2%
Refugio 6,756 4% 0%
Frio 18,436 3% 1%
Kaufman 157,768 3% 1%
Hunt 103,394 3% -1%
Brazoria 379,689 3% -3%
Jefferson 253,704 2% 1%

54% 11%

Top 10 Counties with Largest Backlog

TOTAL

3/2020 - 2/2022 3/2022 - 4/2023

County Population
% Statewide COVID 
Backlog

% Statewide Post-
COVID Backlog

Travis 1,305,154 13%
Harris 4,728,030 11%
Hidalgo 880,356 12%
Bexar 2,028,236 9%
Dallas 2,586,050 7%
Nueces 353,079 7%
Bell 379,617 5%
Tarrant 2,126,477 2%
Kinney 3,130 2% 4%
Navarro 53,591 2% 1%

70% 4%

Top 10 Counties with Largest Backlog

TOTAL
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Top 10 Counties with the Largest Criminal Backlog: 
Change in Percentage of Statewide Backlog

Between March 2022 to April 2023, the top 10 counties 
with the largest backlog made up 4% of the total 
statewide backlog, 66% less than the percentage of 
statewide backlog reported from March 2020 to 
February 2022.

Top 10 Counties with the Largest Civil Backlog: 
Change in Percentage of Statewide Backlog

Between March 2022 to April 2023, the top 10 counties 
with the largest backlog made up 11% of the total 
statewide backlog, 43% less than the percentage of 
statewide backlog reported from March 2020 to 
February 2022.

Top 10 Counties with the Largest Family Backlog: 
Change in Percentage of Statewide Backlog

Between March 2022 to April 2023, the top 10 
counties with the largest backlog made up 36% of the 
total statewide backlog, 27% less than the percentage 
of statewide backlog reported from March 2020 to 
February 2022.

Top 10 Counties with the Largest Juvenile Backlog: 
Change in Percentage of Statewide Backlog

Between March 2022 to April 2023, the top 10 
counties with the largest backlog made up 25% of the 
total statewide backlog, 31% less than the percentage 
of statewide backlog reported from March 2020 to 
February 2022.

Created June 2023. Data through April 2023

COUNTY – Data through April 2023
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